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THE BATTALION

Aggies make history for Birmingham-Southe
Panthers exploit A&M weaknesses 
to win first Division I game by 20

FOR YOUR
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PRESENT
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FUTURE

THE THREE-STONE DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY RING

John D. Huntley
Class of ‘79

313 B South College Avenue 
College Station, TX 77840 

(979) 846-8916

By Jason Lincoln 

The Battalion
Birmingham-Southern’s 10-2 

run in the final minute against 
Texas A&M Sunday afternoon 
merely put an exclamation mark on 
its first ever win in Division 1 bas
ketball action.

The Panthers (1-3), in their first 
season in D-I, were helped by an Ag
gie squad (1-2) that made just 13 
shots from the floor to make their first 
win an impressive 74-54 victory.

“This is a big win, because it’s 
our first Division I win since making 
the transition,” said Birmingham- 
Southern coach Duane Reboul.

A&M’s group of highly touted 
freshman and sophomore prep stand
outs were completely ineffective.

Instead it was former walk-on 
Andy Leatherman, now on scholar
ship, taking over the point guard 
duties and scoring a team-high 16 
points. Senior Carlton Brown shot 
four of five from the Boor and five 
of six from the free-throw line to be 
the team’s most effective shooter 
with 13 points.

Brown was the only member of 
the starting lineup to score in dou-‘ 
ble figures.

Watkins was so frustrated by his 
starters’ lack of effort, that he pulled 
all five just four minutes into the 
game after the Panthers worked to 
an 11-4 lead.

The remaining four shot a com
bined 7-for-26 from the field.

A&M had its best game of the 
season on both the boards and the 
free-throw line.
' The Aggies shot a season high 

82 percent from the charity stripe, a 
statistic shadowed by Birmingham- 
Southern’s 84 percent showing that 
included a 9-for-10 performance in 
the second half.

The Aggies also played their best 
game on the board, allowing the Pan
thers just five offensive rebounds 
while out-rebounding them, 37-25.

But 26 turnovers, 18 in the tirst 
half, combined with Birmingam- 
Southern’s 51 percent shooting, 
negated the Aggies’ effort under the 
glass.

Watkins referred to the moment 
as the low point in both his time at 
A&M and his time in basketball.

The result is a change in attitude 
the coach plans to start Monday 
morning.
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COURTESY TEXAS A&M SPORTS INFORMATICS i

Bernard King, Texas A&M's scoring leader in 1999 while earning 
Freshman of the Year honors, shot just 2-of-1 3 from the field astkj 
gies dropped their second game of the season.

Watkins embarrassed by loss, promises change Ag women
in toumeylBy Jason Lincoln 

The Battalion
It was not the 74-54 loss to first-year Division 1 team 

Birmingham-Southern that embarrassed Texas A&M men’s 
basketball coach Melvin Watkins. It was the Aggies’effort.

A&M shot less than 30 percent from the floor with its 
four underclassmen starters shooting just 7 of 26 Sunday 
afternoon.

But that is something Watkins plans to change, one 
way or another.

“It’s not frustrating, it’s embarrassing,” Watkins said. 
“That’s not to take anything away from Birmingham- 
Southern, but we played so lifeless, with no emotion.

“It’s the most embarrassed I’ve ever been around the 
game of basketball.”

The weakness of A&M’s youth — leadership — 
showed Sunday.

“Right now we have zero leadership on the team and 
I have to take responsibility for that,” Watkins said. “We

are so far away from being a team — it’s not even close.”
According to the Aggie coach, the problems have all 

started at practice, where Watkins, encouraged af ter the 
first two workouts, has seen little effort by his squad.

“We have to make some changes. We’ll start at 5:30 
in the morning, taking responsibility. We’d go today but 
I believe it’s a violation if we’d try to practice today.

“If some of them don’t show up it means he won’t be 
with us. I don’t want the old team to show up with that 
old attitude — ‘Hey, let’s get through practice for the sake 
of netting through practice.’ That can’t show up in the 
morning- If some of them don’t want to change, then they 
won’t be with us. ’

Watkins has laid down the gauntlet. Now, A&M’s 
young players with star potential will have to grow up and 
shape up fast.

The result is sure to be a new look for Aggie basket
ball, one that regardless of who is on the Boor, will be bet
ter than the Aggie team that played Sunday.

Staff and Wire

The Texas A&M WOlUfil I 
kcthall started the season oil 
streak, winning three straigttl 

But Memphis, hostingItiiI 
Tiger Classic, foundenflid 
home court to upend the J 
75-68.

A&M bolted out of the 
22-9 run, but a seven-minul 
saw the Tigers score II 
gaining the momentum 
them the tournament chanif| 

The Aggies return to ac‘ 
day in their home openetl 
Arkansas-Fine Bluff at 7pi|
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Walk Of Champions
'Attention Graduating Seniors in December-Order 

Today—Aggies work hard and play hard! From the classroom to 
the plgying field, they are known for testing their limits. Mark the 
champion in you in the Walk of Champions. You may order your 
brick today online at our website, http://recsports.tamu.edu/woc. 
Traditions are built one brick at a time, help pave the way.

Holiday 2000

Rec Fitness and Classes
• Get In! Get Motivated!—Lefs face it, exercise is hard work. A per

sonal trainer can help you determine your fitness goals and develop 
a plan for you to bring those goals into reality. Sign up for a session 
with one of Rec Sports' 17 Nationally Certified Personal Trainers at 
Member Services. Individual and partner sessions are available, 
check out our competitive rates below. Sign up today at Member 
Services and get a personal fitness profile at half price!

Green Charges
Student Green Charges 
Fac u I ty/Staff/A I u m n i/Ret i ree 
Guests

•Gift Certificates—Give the gift with endless possibilities, a Rec 
Sports Gift Certificate! Use one for our many and diverse programs 
from personal trainers to massage therapy. Give one this holiday 
season and help create the opportunity for someone's goals to 
become a reality. Available now at the Member Services Desk.

Sessions 1 Person with Partner
2 $30 $45.00 •
3 $40 $60.00
5 $65 $97.50'
7 $85 $127.50
10 $115 $172.50
15 $160 $240.00

Intramurals

Unique Job Opportunity! Become a Basketball Official!—Are you
looking for ’a job that is fun, has flexible hours and gives you chance 
to meet new people? Become a basketball official and go through a 
paid training, program, no experience is necessary. Plan early to attend 
th° orientation clinic to be held on lanuary 22, 2001 @ 7:00pm in
room 281 of the Rec Center.

•Check it out! < Intramurals Highlights Homepage—Visit our home- 
page at http://recsports.tamu.edu and click on the Intramurals link to 
see daily stories on Intramural games, updated standings and even 
pictures of you /m action!

For information cajl 845-7826 or visit our homepage recsports.tamu.edu
Check out our flyers for more details on all our programs.

•Coming Soon! Pre-Exam Jam!—Jump into this Aggie tradition right 
before finals. This fun and FREE one and a half hour workout will 
be held on Wednesday, December 6th at 6:00pm on the Rec Center 
indoor courts.

•Dive Into a Water Workout—Water Aerobics is a unique and refresh
ing approach to aerobic exercise and is available Monday-Thursday 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Instructional Pool.

•Massage Therapy—Relax from the tensions of class with a profes
sional Swedish massage. Excellent for general relaxation, sports mas
sage and injury recovery. $35 for Rec Members and $45 for non Rec 
Members. Appointments can be made at Member Services.

•Take a break from studying and hit the links!
• Two for Tuesdays at Penberthy Driving Range—Refine yours 

a bargain price! 2 large buckets of balls for the price of one$!>j 
•Friends Ride Free at the Golf Course—Rent a golf cart for two || 

pie at half price $9. Offer good Monday - Thursday only. 
•Sharpen Skills, Golf Lessons!—Now available at the Golf Co^ 

Rates are $30 for an individual lesson, $25 per lesson foras^ 
of 3 or more lessons, and group rates are also'available. A

Call the Pro Shop at 845-1723 for more information. Prices suW 
to change. Offers good for a limited time and while supplies^

Sport Clubs

•Upcoming Home Events—Take a break from studyinganddosOjl 
thing different! Come out and support your friends in theaci 
For more information contact Jason Boyle @ 862-4294. J 

Sport Event Date LocA
EJandball December 1-3 ReadCon

http://recsports.tamu.edu Also visit our website for links to Sport Club's webpages JZ 
with details, stats and further contact information. -'^

md Its li 
Outcome 

Dr. M 
healtl 

wood C( 
relations 
Riaintan 
closely ; 
bonship 
adults. } 
the cono 
reeled at 

The r 
to see hr 
the fathe 
ability tc 
'ong-ten 
hers of t

http://www.unitedflight.com
http://recsports.tamu.edu/woc
http://recsports.tamu.edu
http://recsports.tamu.edu

