
ON NOVEMBER 10TH, 2000 
THE ASSOCIATION HAS PLANNED 

A PARTY IN YOUR HONOR!
i *

HERE’S WHAT YOU DO TO JOIN IN THE CELEBRATION:
• Come pick up a numbered ticket anytime after 8:00 a.in.
• Return to the building around 2:00 p.m. to enjoy the festivities 

we’ll have food, drinks, and games set up for your enjoyment.
• Then at 3:00 p.m. we will start delivering rings!!!

CONGRATULATIONS!
WE'LL SEE YOU ON NOV. 10TH 

AT THE CLAYTON W. WILLIAMS, JR. ALUMNI CENTER!

SPONSORED BY

The Association
OF FORMER STUDENTS

lA/bartaJltb Aggie, NetbUonJc!
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A&M students log onto 
information superhighwavi
By Sommer Bunge 
The Battalion

The Internet has been used by 
college students for everything from 
researching papers to downloading 
MP3s. One new trend, however, has 
the potential to solidify the Inter
net’s necessity in students' lives — 
online classes.

Whether a student opts to stay 
home one semester or needs a class 
that will not lit into his or her sched
ule, Web-based, telnet and other forms 
of technology-mediated instruction 
are becoming more available and ac
cessible to Texas A&M students.

“These classes give students some 
flexibility in their schedules,” said 
Dr. Beth Thebeaux, director of dis
tance education. “The reality is that 
students don’t have to be in a seat 
three times a week. People have dif
ferent ways of learning, and we’re 
just trying to tap into that.”

Within the next five yearss The
beaux said, she predicts online 
classes will dramatically change the 
university experience. Already, the 
University offers nine master’s de
grees online.

Faculty members experiment 
with different technological tools for 
education, she said, explaining that 
there is no common way to teach an 
online class.

Each professor chooses the tech
nology that would best support his 
class material, she said.

Students enrolled in Dr. Graham 
Allen’s online Math I5l classes use 
a scientific notebook program to ac
cess the complete course on the Web. 
WebCalc, co-authored by Allen, Dr. 
Michael Stecher and Dr. Phillip 
Yasskin, brings together years of the 
professors’ teaching experiences to 
present a complete course to online 
students, including text, exercises 
and online quizzes.

Allen’s students meet in a com

puter lab on campus at specified 
times to cover the day's lessons in
dependently, with each student read
ing material and working problems. 
Spontaneous learning groups form, 
Allen said, and students approach 
him with specific questions and gain 
knowledge from self-taught, infor
mal learning.

“When you lecture, you have to 
address your talk to a generalized au
dience, leaving some students bored 
and others feeling snowed-in,“ Allen 
said. “But the type of learning defi
nitely has merit in this. I cruise the 
room, and I find that students in this 
format are actively engaged during 
the period, working at their own

“These classes give 
students some flex

ibility in their 
schedules. The re
ality is that stu
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times a week”
— Dr. Beth Thebeaux 

director of distance education

pace, not sitting idly by, like in the 
lecture format.”

Math I5l was first offered online 
in Spring 1998 and has since had 
about one to four sections each term. 
The classes serve as an experiment in 
the format of the distance education 
class Allen said he hopes to create.

Professors first need to be cog
nizant of students’ needs to make 
math courses that would benefit dis
tance learners.
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Come hear how it all began.
Veteran s Day

Sat. Nov. 11th 10am- Veteran’s Day ceremony and
reception in MSG Flagroom.
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ASM vs. OU tickets
Come by Barnes & Noble on Friday, November 10 between 
1-5 pm and get your FREE “Beat the Hell outta OU” cheered 
with the purchase of The Eagle, only 500. Take it to the 
GAME” and cheer for your Aggies! The drawing for a pair 
tickets will be at 5 pm during our...

LIVE REMOTE
with MIX 104.7and THE EAGLE

(You can also purchac your Eagle at any retail outlet and vending machines and get your 
“Beat the Hell outta O.U.” cheer card on Friday 10"')
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