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Walk for Peace 
Silent Candlelight Vigil
Pray for Peace in the Mid-East

November 15, 2000 
Meet at Rudder Fountain at 8 p.m.

And Walk to Evans Library. 
Candles will be provided.

All People Praying for Peace in the Middle-East
are Welcome

Sponsored by: Hillel, Wesley Foundation, St. Mary's 
Catholic Center, Latter-Day Saints Student Association 

and United Campus Ministry
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Islamic World Exhibition
Come enjoy several cultural 
displays as well as some great 
international Free food!

Monday, Nov. 13th
MSC212
from 11am -3 pm
*

Cat Stevens’ Journey to Islam
Come find out what made Cat 
Stevens, a pop star of the 70’s, 
convert to the religion of Islam. -

Tuesday, Nov. 14th 
MSC 228 @ 8:30pm
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Palestine: Past, Present and Future
A detailed lecture on the 
history of Palestine and 
its current situation.

Wednesday, Nov. 15th 
MSC 226 @ 7:00pm

X# Islam in America
A convert's perspective on how 
Islam is making an 
impact in this country.
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Thursday, Nov. 16th 
Rudder 301 @ 7:00pm
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Muslim Students Association 
693-5463 or 846-7718 

islaml01@tamu.edu 
Http://msa.tamu.edu
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THE BATTALION

In memory
“Forgotten war” vets reminisce for studev
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By Hillary Gant 

The Battalion
Korean War veterans brought his

tory to life for Texas A&M students 
Wednesday when a group of Marines 
spoke about their experience in the 
"forgotten war"5() years ago. Sitting 

s erect on the dias, their shoulders 
squared toward the audience, some 
of the men wore their crisply 
starched and pressed uniforms from 
half a century ago.

The Korean War ended in 1953 
when a cease-fire was negotiated by 
the United Nations between North 
iand years of
communist occupation and con
tentious battle took its toll on the 
American troops fighting there. Staff 
Sgt. Norman Beal said that he still 
feels'a kinship with the men who suf
fered alongside him in Korea.

"They are my brothers," Beal 
said. "1 might not know all of them, 
but they are my brothers because 1 
know what they've been through."

The Marines’ history lesson hit 
home with many, students.

Kris Kapchinski, a sophomore ki
nesiology major, said the veterans 
helped bring a face to the stories he 
reads in books.

"It definitely helps instead of 
reading it in some book,” Kapchins
ki said. “You realize it's real."

During the veterans’ discussion, 
Beal said that he thinks the Korean 
War should not be downplayed by 
labeling it an incident, or a police 
action.

"I'm not saying this war was 
worse than anything else, because if 
anybody's shooting at you, that's a 
great battle as far as you're con
cerned," Beal said. "I don't care if it's 
Grenada, Panama or Desert Storm."

Several of the veterans reacted 
emotionally when they told their sto

ries to the packed auditorium. Beal 
said he thought the troops involved 
in Korea were relatively inexperi
enced and not ready for battle. He 
said he thinks that the war was worse 
because of their inexperience.

"I do not want to glorify war in 
any way because war is the most ob
scene activity that human beings can 
get involved in," Beal said. "I want to 
glorify the people who fight the war."

When the troops tried to land at 
Inchon, Korea, in September 1950, 
Beiil said, it was difficult because of

64'They are my 
brothers. I might 
not know all of 
them, but they 

are my brothers 
because I know 
what they have 
been through/'

Staff Sgt. Norman Beal 
Korean War veteran

the fluctuating tide, the mud flats and 
a communist-held island just off the 
beach that made the troops vulnera
ble to enemy fire. He said they had to 
time their landing perfectly to line up 
with the tides.

"If you had to pick a place to 
make an amphibious landing, you 
sure would put Inchon as last," he 
said.

Another veteran. Marine Gunnery 
Sgt. James Harper said one of. the 
biggest shocks in the war was ad
justing to the weather. He said tem
peratures regularly dropped below
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"Once you're in the high cor®eny'Pro 
when you get cold, you stay(o®yane^ 
Harper said. "You just freeze." s A 

Harper still has visible froi'lhu8P11 
damage on his hands. ttedicafm

Harper said he and his nog "PPAI 
fought one battle for more than: ^ UP ^ 
days without sleeping or eatingP£; 
fore they could get to safety. 0» ^ccen 
during a battle in which severalniep8631^ 
in Harper’s troop were wounded in 
commander had the chance toleaw 
the battleground. Harper 
were told to leave the wndedaaif 
medics so the unhurt me/icould&et| 
to safety.

"My general said, 'Hell.no.we/ti 
going to fight our way out.' So4 
stuck our chests out and siaffii 
back," Harper said.

That decision meant Harpera:| 
the troops had to continue fightingl 
sub-zero weather. He saiditwasbfl 
to see so many people dead.

"We had men that put 
up in front of their sandbags,"! 
er said. "They just lined the deadaoi 
frozen bodies while [the Chines 
still came."

Harper and Beal visited professd i 
Arnold Krammer's Americanhistoi!
106 class, as they "do every ye* | 
Krammer has been a professor it]
H i story at A& M for 27 years, < 
said he thinks firsthand testimonial 1 
are effective for teaching history. f|

"I want to bring history asclosef 
the students as I can," Krammersi| 
"Why should they learn it from si] 
who learned it from a book, if leaf, 
find speakers to come in and 4 
them what it was like?"

Haiper and Beal know first haul 
“It's nasty; it stinks, and it's dtl 

gerous,” Beal said. “But we'vegoh] 
have somebody there."
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Windows/Internet 
Trainees 

College Station 
Part-Time

.....
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Universal Computer Systems, IncJ 
the premier provider of software and I 
hardware in our industry. Our proy I 
gramming staff seeks students inter)* I 
ested in part-time or intern 
tions.

Responsibilities include working onj, 
our intranet coding and web devel; 
opment as well as research and test' 
ing. These positions offer a profesj 
sional office environment, fres|| 
direct deposit, on-site fitness 1 
flexible hours between 8 am and^ij 
pm, Monday - Friday and performjj 
ance based advancement, 
smokers only. EOF. To apply, or f 
more information, please contact!] 
our Recruiting office or visit outj'1 
website. |1

UCS, Inc.
Attn ad # 1075 

200 Quality Circle 
College Station, TX 77845 

979-595-2609
www.universalcomputersys.com j||
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