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losure of Policy Sciences and Economics Library puts students at disadvantage, alternative needed

i Bridge Bar &Grill. part-time cook poster
all 764-2933.

ne maintenance person 
onvenient to TAMU campus

s Food Delivery now hiring dekveij 
> hours, good pay. Apply in perscr
, C.S.

Creek Country Club is accepting apptct 
naintenance/ project assistant. 2O-30H 
m Contact Chns al 690-0994.

Break 2001. Hiring On-Campus Rep 
:am Cash. Go Freell1 Student Travel Sr 
a s »1 Student Tour Operator Jamaicak 
as. Europe, Florida. l-DOtiWi 
slravel.com

ael's Academy is looking for volunteer tasJ 
s. Call 779-3389 for more info.

'or many Texas 
A&M stu­
dents, the Pol-prestigious teaching position. Some 

days $6/hr Must have had driversl« C)' Sciences aild 
No criminal record. Also telemaiketns: 

positions. Apply at AAA 11MJ«ii 
!17, 5:30pm-7:00pm only. (979|693-3992

conomics Library 
PSEL) is a vital 
acility provided by 
he University. The

gs needed for research project to leact r pcct it- Invifpct 
r experimental school 2-12 hrsper week ■ 1
s/majors welcome. See website atbs*:- within the Bush
ZXZZSSSSgS: Complex and is isolated from the rest 

tSSTSSirf campus.
The Bush Complex accommodates 

the Department of Political Science, 
the Department of Economics, and the 
George Bush School of Government 
tnd Public Policy itself.

The closest study area is the West 
Campus Library near the Wehner 
Buildine, which is a 15-minute walk 
from PSEL.

Recently, the A&M administration 
uggested remodeling the PSEL. The 
emodeling would decrease the 
amount of study area for students and 
ncrease office space for Bush School 
acuity.

The decision for the remodeling is 
not final, but there are no other alterna­
tives for adding office space at this 

■ point in time.
rhed before Christmas? Half price sf&tii h is understandable that the Bush

caii Paul 7»««sch0o] faculty needs more office 
______ space, but it should not come at the cost

ijtco^ge.oom. discount sof^r. Qf

The proposal stresses a need for 10 
new Bush School offices — eight fac- 

R600F3, new enon exhaust, tires,jail* uity offices and two for secretaries.
s brand-new. $4800/obo, 268-8632. ,
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im-4pm $6 50-$7.00/hr. Call 779-7566 |
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?nal photography, 
jstonportrait.com

MOTORCYCLE

Dr. Arnold Vedlitz, interim execu­
tive associate dean of the Bush School, 
said, “With this remodeling proposal, 
the study area at the PSEL will de­
crease by at least half.”

The PSEL is only 5,000 square feet, 
and if this proposal goes into effect, 
there will be a dramatic decrease in 
study area for its students.

Courtney Eschbach, a junior politi­
cal science major, said, “The expansion 
of the Bush School is great, but it 
should not cost the students a library. 
The PSEL is very convenient for eco­
nomics, and political science majors. It 
is easy for students to meet at the PSEL 
for study groups. It would be an awful 
decision on the administration’s part to 
cut this library in half. There needs to 
be another solution.”

Jonathan Stinson, a junior political 
science major, said, “If the library re­
modeling proposal was put into effect, 
it would be unfair for the Bush School 
students to have to go all the way back 
to main campus just to find a quiet 
place to study.”

There are other ways for A&M to 
solve this office space problem. Vedlitz 
noted that the remodeling proposal 
may cost between $200,000 and 
$300,000 for the new offices.

Instead of reducing the PSEL, the 
administration could use the money to­
ward building another office building.

Also, the construction of a larger 
study library at the Bush School would 
enhance the departments.

Bill Perry, executive associate 
provost said, “All functions of the 
PSEL will still be preserved: Book 
drop and delivery, current periodicals, 
journals, and reference materials will 
still remain.”

While all of these functions at the li­
brary are important, the administration 
is overlooking another important func­
tion of a library: to create a quiet study 
area for students.

This remodeling proposal would 
eliminate the study area. To compen­
sate for the lost study area, A&M will 
provide tables and chairs for students to 
use in the stairwell adjacent to the 41st 
Club and in the outside covered patio 
area behind the Academic Buildirtg- 
West.

These noisy, crowded areas are 
weak substitutes for the quiet of a li­
brary.

Most of the student population and 
administration want the Bush School to 
grow and prosper.

This remodeling proposal would 
only allow the faculty of the Bush 
School to grow at the expense of 
students.

For the good of the students, an al­
ternative to eliminating the PSEL must 
be found.

This alternative must be one that 
benefits both the students and the facul­
ty at the Bush Complex.

Sunnye Owens is a junior 
journalism major.
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Another option FDA approval of RU-486 a possible compromise in abortion debate

bast month’s approval of RU- 
486, commonly known as the 
“abortion pill,” has caused 

|| many people to become concerned 
1 with the supposed drastic effects the

__________ wpi 11 might cause.
ad "now! puppies' S5°' “Jlto ’ Conservatives were offended by 
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RU-486. People fear the idea of a readily available pill 

Ithat can end a pregnancy at any time. These beliefs are 
merely misconceptions that are easily spread due to the 
public nature of the abortion debate.

The pill is not going to drastically change the abor­
tion argument, but it could prove just as effective as a 
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United States does not mean it will be available every­
where — it simply means it is acceptable to the stan­
dards of the government.

Not to be confused with the “morning-after pill,” the 
abortion pill is a series of pills that must be taken with­
in the first 49 days of pregnancy. The first dose is

mifepristone, which prevents a fertilized egg from de­
veloping in the ovaries. The second dose of the pill se­
quence must be taken two days later and is misoprostol, 
which causes the uterus to shed its lining.

Pills must be taken in the supervision of a qualified 
physician, who will either confirm the lost embryo on 
the third visit or continue with surgical procedures to 
complete the abortion. In most instances, if the pill is 
ineffective, a surgical abortion 
becomes necessary.

Many people have been led to 
believe the abortion pill will be 
available at a bargain price in al­
most any pharmacy. Actually, 
the pill will be administered only 
by a qualified physician and tak­
en in his or her presence, and it 
will cost between $300 and 
$550. This sum is approximately 
the cost of a standard surgical 
abortion.

Doctors who do not have surgical experience will be 
allowed to administer the drug only if they have previ­
ously enlisted a surgeon who can perform a surgical 
abortion in case the pill does not work correctly. Physi­
cians must contact the pill supplier and provide creden­
tials proving they have the necessary qualifications to 
administer the drug.

Even with the necessary qualifications, many physi­
cians will not take the risk of administering the drug 
because they fear controversy and confrontations with

This pill will not end the 
abortion controversy 
but it may be a step to­
ward a compromise 
that both pro-choice 
and pro-life advocates 
might agree on.

anti-abortion activists. Therefore they will only be able 
to refer patients to an abortion clinic.

Contrary to popular belief, RU-486’s accessibility 
will not cause drastic increases in abortion procedures 
and will actually increase the personal consequences.

A common misconception is that the abortion pill 
will cause the number of abortions in the United States 
to increase steadily. According to Time magazine,

France adopted RU-486 in 1988; the 
rates of abortions in the country have 
declined since the pill’s introduction.

Time also suggested that only 33 
percent of women have abortions in 
the first seven weeks, which is the 
time limit for using the abortion pill.

If the pill is a success, then surgical 
abortions that take place much later in 
a pregnancy could be banned. This 
would limit the amount of time 
women have to decide whether to end 

their pregnancies. This could also decrease abortion 
rates.

Another concern of many conservative anti-abortion 
activists is that this pill will decrease the guilt suffered 
by the mdther after an abortion. But the second stage of 
the pill, misoprostol, induces contractions and causes 
the lining of the uterus to be expelled, ridding the body 
of the embryo. One woman featured in Time described 
the occurrence as “more than just a period.”

A sociologist of reproductive health at Bryn Mawr 
College suggested that the abortion pill could actually

make the effects even more “emotionally wrenching” 
because women are forced to confront the product of 
conception rather than having it vacuumed out by 
surgery.

The emotional guilt and anguish involved in a surgi­
cal abortion is said to be severe; having to see the result 
of these actions might be even worse.

This is another factor that will be considered by 
women who wish to end a pregnancy by using the 
abortion pill — a factor that may not be a preferred by 
many women.

Abortion is a controversial issue, and the abortion 
pill will only add to the controversy. On the other hand, 
it may prove in the long run to be more acceptable to 
society. ‘

RU-486 could be the best of both worlds, giving 
women a limited but legal option in an unwanted preg­
nancy and at the same time appeasing the values of 
some who are offended by the idea of abortion.

The FDA approved the drug on a scientific basis and 
limited its effects by setting specific standards for doc­
tors and clinics.

This pill will not end the abortion controversy but it 
may be a step toward a compromise that both pro- 
choice and pro-life advocates might agree on.

There is no perfect solution to the abortion issue, but 
thanks to government approval there is a limited option 
now available for those who really need it.

Cayla Carr is a junior speech communication major.
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‘(The Million Family 
March and the World 
March of Women 2000 
were in town, marching 
in support of their re­
spective beliefs.

The Million Family March, which was
........... ..........organized by the same sponsors of 1995’s

i Foobaii Tickets, caii i-8oo-776-9i':| jyjj]] jon [y]an March, was ostensibly an at-
-^Itempt to strengthen the family unit.
’ The World March of Women 2000, 

[sponsored by the National Organization for 
Women, culminated efforts to raise aware­
ness of poverty and domestic violence 
throughout the world.

Have these and dozens of other marches 
on Washington in the past decade accom­
plished anything?

For attendees of the 1995 Million Man
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March, the answer is yes.
Many of the same African American 

men who attended that event brought their 
families along.

Many felt that the march “unquestion­
ably pushed the topic [of family responsi­
bility among black men] higher on the pub­
lic agenda,” according to the Dubuque,
Iowa Telegraph Herald.

This march brought the responsibility of 
men to their families into a forum where the 
positive aspects were emphasized instead 
of the negative.

While some women found the male-only 
event demeaning and sexist, it brought 
awareness to the importance of a male role 
model in the family.

According to Vivian Gadsden, director 
* of the University of Pennsylvania’s Nation­
al Center on Fathers and Families, “the 
march, while dismaying some women, had 
positive effects.”

With the Million Family March over, it

will have a potentially positive effect on the 
efforts of communities to unite families.

With the greater occurrence of both sin­
gle-parent families and dual-income fami­
lies, a drive for greater family strength is 
needed in many communities.

With the Million Fami­
ly March over, it will 
have a potentially pos­
itive effect on the ef­
forts of communities to 
unite families.

While the Million Man March saw 
changes in its target community, the World 
March of Women 2000 is working to affect 
not just local communities, but the interna­
tional community as well.

The march was held to place its chosen

issues into the international spotlight.
Ramesh Sepehrrad, spokeswoman for 

the National Committee of Women for a 
Democratic Iran, echoed the feelings of 
many protesters when she said, “This 
march is against the champions of patri­
archy that deny the human, democratic and 
social welfare of women.” •

The outcome of the seven-month rally 
will bring about a more worldwide aware­
ness of the violence against women that oc­
curs in many parts of the world.

The rally protested against the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank. Many who took part of the march 
feel that the IMF and World Bank discrimi­
nate against the poor and do not lend mon­
ey to countries with the greatest need.

The march brought out not only women, 
but also many men who are concerned 
about ending poverty and violence.

This march’s effect will not be felt im­
mediately, but the outcome will have a pos­

itive effect on the continuing fight against 
poverty and domestic violence.

For many, the marches and demonstra­
tions have brought to light issues that are 
not always readily addressed. But for oth­
ers, these rallies bring harsh realities to the 
forefront of their lives.

While it seems that everyone is protest­
ing against something, these recent rallies 
are working for a greater good and haye 
opened the door for many more.

With many parts of society in turmoil, a 
stronger family unit and the ending of 
poverty are just the beginning of much 
needed changes.

While the world waits to see whether 
these rallies make a difference, looking at 
past rallies, there is a good chance that the 
changes will occur.

Brieanne Porter is a sophomore 
chemical engineering major.

Mail Call
Personal responsibility 
lost in bankruptcy

In response to Reid Bader’s Oct. 24 column.
I think that the concept of borrowing money is lost 

on Bader.
He states the bankruptcy reform bill will “increase 

the amount of money that the credit card companies 
collect."

Credit card companies are not in the business of 
giving money away. However, when a credit con­
sumer maxes out his or her credit card and then files

for bankruptcy, the consumer gets to spend the mon­
ey and the government says he or she do not have to 
pay it back.

This is wrong for two reasons. First, those of us 
who pay our debts absorb the costs.

Second, it is essentially stealing to borrow money 
and not pay it back. It is time for people to take re­
sponsibility for their actions and paying their debts is 
a good place to start.

Stop trying to blame the credit card companies for 
the actions of the consumers.

Not to say that the credit card companies are an­
gels, because they are not, but whose fault is it, real­

ly, that people are trying to live beyond their means.
I admit that I am guilty of this myself, but I do not 

expect credit card companies to give me money with 
no obligation to pay it back.

The moral of the story: Live within your 
means. Do not try to finance a lifestyle that you 
cannot afford.

Please, do you really need that second television, 
the cell phone, the $20,000 car, the sixth pair of de­
signer shoes?

Kenneth Kennedy 
Class of ‘01
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