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care programs and shrinking feder 
al Medicaid reimbursements.

Like any other group operating 
under a budget, hospitals act as if 
cutting their staffs is a quick way 
to minimize costs without drasti­
cally impacting on their cus­
tomers. But this time, they may 
have cut too far.

The fault for this medical crisis 
cannot be placed on the nurses and 
other hospital workers themselves. 
Indeed, for continuing to work un­
der such harrowing and exhausting 
conditions, they deserve praise and 
gratitude.

For most of them, saving lives 
is still the bottom line.

Those who see another bottom 
line — money — are to blame. In 
the interests of saving taxpayers mid 
clients money, the government mid 
private managed health care opera­
tors have lead the American medical 
system down its path of ruin.

The reluctance of Congress to 
put more money into the Medicare 
system means millions of Ameri­
cans who depend on it for assis­
tance can no longer afford the med­
ical care they need.

Medical providers, such as hospi­
tals and nursing homes that rely on 
Medicare subsidies, are having to 
make difficult choices too. Over the 
past two years, five of the 10 Imgest 
nursing home chains in the country 
have filed for bankaiptcy.

How many more hospitals, clin­
ics and nursing homes must close?

How many more 
patients must go 
without care or die 
before it becomes 
economically at­
tractive to provide 
funds for them?

Unlike other 
professions in 
which workdays 
are regulated by 
law, nurses and 
doctors continue to 
work around the 
clock. If it is criti­

cal to public safety to limit the 
number of hours a trucker can dri­
ve on America’s roads, why has 
Congress not done the same for the 
people who literally take lives into 
their own hands?

It is not fair to patients nor to 
medical workers that nurses and 
doctors should work to the point of 
physical and mental exhaustion.

Legislation limiting medical 
workers’ hours is now before the 
House of Representatives.

HRS 179, the Registered Nurses 
and Patients Protection Act, is an 
attempt to reduce medical workers’ 
workdays to a realistic time frame. 
Under its provisions, nurses would 
not be required to work more than 
eight hours a day and 80 hours in a 
two-week period.

Unfortunately, such legislation 
may help nurses but it will not nec­
essarily help the average patient.

If hospitals'are already using 
janitors and part-time help to fill in 
for nurses, what will happen when 
they cannot force nurses to work 
around the clock?

Unless hospitals receive more 
funding to hire and keep more 
nurses, the situation will get worse.

The Registered Nurses and Pa­
tients Protection Act is a step in the 
right direction, but it cannot be ef­
fective without proper funding for 
hospitals and clinics.

Ultimately, nothing will change 
until the government and private 
health care providers decide that 
risking patients’ lives is bad business.

Nicholas Roznovsky is a junior 
political science major.
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Blinn College students are not Aggies, should not be inA&M activities
— t this 

/I month’s 
Faculty 

Senate meet­
ing, Texas 
A&M Presi­
dent Dr. Ray 
M. Bowen dis­
cussed the 
idea of allow­
ing Blinn College students who 
are planning to transfer to Texas 
A&M, to participate in Aggie stu­
dent activities.

At first, the idea seems like a 
good on. However, there are many 
problems that could be brought 
about by its implementation.

Some proponents of Bowen’s 
proposition argue that many Blinn 
students will become Aggies 
someday. Clearly, this argument is 
flawed.

The bottom line it that they are 
not Aggies yet. They do not walk 
this campus and they do not pay 
Student Service Fees.

The students who have made it 
to A&M worked hard to earn the ti­
tle of “Aggie.”

With that title comes certain 
privileges that make being an Aggie 
even more of an honor. Blinn stu­
dents are not Aggies — period.

If Blinn students were admitted 
to athletic events as students or 
able to join in such time-honored 
traditions as E-Walk, it would 
make a mockery of everything the 
students of Aggieland have 
worked to gain.

In addition, Blinn students are 
not held to the same academic stan­
dards as A&M students.

Although Blinn students have to 
maintain a 2.0 grade point ration 
(GPR), they have three semesters to 
reach the required GPR if they fall 
behind.

At A&M, the student would 
have one semester to raise his or

her GPR before fac­
ing dismissal from 
the University.

By allowing 
these students to 
join in. Aggies 
might feel they can 
go to Blinn Col­
lege, where they 
have longer to 
bring up a GPR and 
still be a part of the 
12th Man.

It must also be 
kept in mind that 
Blinn students do 
not have to meet the 
same demanding en­
trance requirements 
that Aggies have to.

Another problem 
with Bowen’s pro­
posal is the fact that 
Blinn already has 
student activities 
like A&M.

It is reasonable 
to believe that, if 
these students want­
ed to get involved, 
that Blinn College 
could offer many 
opportunities.

They already 
have programs such 
as the Buccaneer 
Band, student gov­
ernment and nu­
merous profession­
al organizations.

It makes no sense 
for Blinn students to 
be able to join in Aggie activities 
when they have the opportunity to 
do so at their own school.

To be fair, Bowen's idea is 
commendable because many Ag­
gie transfer students come from 
Blinn College— but they are not 
Aggies yet.

The administration should not

allow students who are not Aggies 
participate in student activities and 
be loosely considered a part of the 
student body.

Although obvious, it must be 
remembered that being an Aggie 
requires being a student at 
Texas A&M.

' Basically, A&M stdd'ent activ­

ities are for those who have had 
the honor of being accepted into 
the University — not for those 
that are in close proximity or for 
those that “might” be an Aggie 
one day.

Brieanne Porter is a sophomore 
' chemical engineering major.

Keep your day job Celebrity views on politics amusing

I
n the Sunday newspa­
per’s comics section, 
readers were treated to a 
comic strip that was not 

only funny, but closer to the 
truth than people may think.

The cartoon “Mallard 
Fillmore” was devoted to a 
“commercial” made by a 
supermodel who said she 
would be supporting the more environment- 
friendly candidate who would do something for 
those “60 million leaves that die each 
fall!”

Welcome to Hollywood, home 
of million-dollar smiles and five- 
cent minds.

Since this is an election year, the 
entertainment industry's best and 
brightest — with that term being used 
very loosely — are more politically active 
than usual.

While Hollywood might think it are doing 
some kind of public service by speaking out on 
major issues, it is difficult for other members of 
society to take it seriously when the big stars just 
talk and rarely follow through with action. ,

With inane comments and acts that reinforce 
the widely held belief that big stars are big whin­
ers, Hollywood’s credibility in the eyes of the 
public borders on nil.

Yet, loyal to their cause, whatever it is, Holly­
wood’s heroes keep trying.

Entertainer Elton John — who has as much riding 
on this election as a Mongolian peasant—has pro­
claimed that George W. Bush “and those that think 
like him” will return America to “The Dark Ages.”

Director Robert Altman is apparently ready to 
join John on the slow boat to Europe, saying he 
will take his folding chair and go to.France if the 
Bush wins.

The leader of the clueless crusaders would ap­
pear to be Alec Baldwin. Baldwin, who has cre­
ated his own supposedly impartial political ac­
tion group, has said he will also leave the 
country should Bush win. •

Baldwin’s comment was cause for laughter not 
only because he portrayed himself as a spoiled 
brat, but because he actually thought someone 
would care.

His wife, actress Kim Basinger, made mat­
ters worse by standing by her man.

“Alec is the most moral man I’ve 
ever met,” she said.

It would appear that morality has 
a different meaning in Holly­

wood, as her husband is the same man who 
advocated killing Rep. Henry Hyde (R-New 
York) and his family for his role in the impeach­
ment of President Clinton on Late Night With 
Conan O’Brien.

“You’re kidding, right?” said O’Brien.
“I’m serious,” Baldwin replied, noting how 

this was how the Romans dispensed with traitors.
While Baldwin’s stunt lacks gravitas, at 

least he can take solace in the knowledge that 
very few of his fellow actors can say they have 
it, either.

Proclaiming oneself a supporter of a cause 
and then not having the conviction to stick by 
one’s beliefs in person and in practice is sheer 
hypocrisy.

Baldwin and his wife make tens of millions of 
dollars a year, then claim they are concerned 
about the plight of America’s poor. The Bald-
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wins have multi-million dollar homes on both 
coasts and in Europe, and bemoan the homeless.

Instead of buying such unneeded luxuries, the 
Baldwins could spend millions in a magnificent 

case of philanthropy and actually do 
something to help.

Instead, Baldwin goes to black- 
tie fund-raisers and condemns Re­
publicans for America’s woes.

Baldwin can find comfort in 
the knowledge that he is not the 
only one who has had his brain 
cells destroyed by the Los Ange­
les smog.

Academy Award-winning ac­
tor Kevin Spacey is a passionate 

defender of the National Endow­
ment for the Arts (NEA) and has 
stated before Congress that the 
NEA must be preserved to help dis­
advantaged children get out of bad 
neighborhoods.

Poetry for the poor? How about 
more funding for schools or in­
creased pay for teachers as an incen­

tive to teach in poorer areas?
No, says Spacey, it must be Shake­

speare for the slums.
The pervasive cluelessness of Hollywood ruins 

its credibility with society. Just because stars have 
money does not mean they have minds, which 
many seem intent on proving.

Abandoning a cause that is supposedly impor­
tant, instead of standing fast for one’s beliefs, is 
even more appalling.

Until big stars back their words with actions, 
their political luster will be dulled.

But do not tell the stars; they are still intent on 
changing the world, one word at a time. Just ask 
Cher, who said at the Democratic National Con­
vention that she will not rest “until every Ameri­
can has the right to free speech.”

Indeed.

Mark Passzvaters is a senior electrical 
engineering major.

Ring dunking 
shows Aggie spirit

In response to Sept. 26 Mail Call.

I was disappointed to see Tues­
day’s Mail Call concerning the 
Sept. 19 front-page photo.

Those individuals dunking their 
Aggie rings were, in fact, extreme­
ly responsible.

They were all of legal age 
and had someone to drive 
them home.

As for the parents, they drove 
in all the way from Mississippi to 
be with their daughter on her spe­
cial day..

This photograph was not 
meant to “glorify ‘chugging’" or 
other inappropriate methods of al­
cohol consumption.

This photograph was put on 
the front page of The Battalion to 
show that the Aggie spirit lives on 
through generations.

Rebecca Baron 
Class of ‘03
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