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THE BATTALION

25th Toronto film festival 
draws crowd, celebrities

Serb forces massing in ethnic 
iAlbanian areas before elections
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TORONTO (AP) — After 10 
days and more than 300 movies at the 
world's ultimate "people’s” film fes
tival, the people have spoken. 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Tiger. Ang 
Lee's historical action-romance, was 
named the winner Sunday of the Peo
ple's Choice Awards at the Toronto 
International Film Festival.

Lee is a native of Taiwan best 
known for such English-language 
movies as The Ice Storm and Sense 
and Sensibility. His current film, 
however, is set during the Qing dy
nasty in China and stars Chow Yun- 
Fat as a martial arts warrior who 
longs to retire.

“There’s an innocence, a pure 
magic of movement to this movie.” 
said festival director Piers Handling. 
“It takes you back to your childhood 
days, when people fly across rooftops 
and have sword fights in trees.”

The Dish, an Australian comedy 
about the 1969 moon landing, fin
ished second among audience voters. 
Previous winners have included 
American Beauty, Shine and Life is 
Beautiful.

This was the 25th year of the fes
tival. which ended Saturday, and it 
was marked by appearances from 
Gwyneth Paltrow, A1 Pacino, Ed 
Harris and rrtany other celebrities. 
But what defined the 25th festival is 
what has defined it from the start: 
the public.

Unlike Cannes, Toronto is where 
filmmakers get to show their work to 
a general audience. For the past week

and a half, lines formed in lobbies, 
down stairwells, around street cor
ners and back again. Film lovers 
woke up early, went to bed late, used 
up vacation time and came out to see 
everything from Midnight Madness 
horror screenings to comedies in the 
morning.

“It takes you 
back to your 

childhood days, 
when people fly 
across rooftops 
and have sword 
fights in trees.”

— Piers Handling 
festival director

"I cut out of work to see a cou
ple of movies,” admitted 27-year- 
old Andrew Egan, a bank program
mer who stood in the late summer 
cold one morning to catch a show
ing of The Dish.

Once a far more intimate affair, 
the Toronto festival can be likened to 
a small business that grows beyond 
its own expectations. The challenge 
becomes how to handle all the extra 
customers without losing what made 
it special in the first place.

"We were very worried a few 
years ago that the industry side would

crowd out the public side,” Handling 
said. “So we just added press and in
dustry screenings. In fact, it was 
press people who had a hard time get
ting to see movies.”

Toronto has been known to 
“make” films. In 1999, response to 
American Beauty was widely be
lieved to be a major step to its Acad
emy Award success six months lat
er. In previous years, productions 
such as Robert Duvall’s The Apos
tle and the German action film Run 
Lola Run picked up U.S. distribu
tors thanks to that mysterious, es
sential aura known as “buzz.”

This year, however, there were no 
obvious favorites. Festival bees 
buzzed among several movies, in
cluding the Australian romance In
nocence, the British comedy Billy El
liott and the American political 
drama The Contender.

For salespeople, the 25th Toron
to festival was the busiest yet; 
Toronto now challenges Cannes 
and Sundance as an industry show
case. From the Iranian drama The 
Circle to the Thai gangster movie 
Bangkok Dangerous, films re
ceived distribution deals all over 
the world.

“This is my 10th festival and it 
was the most successful so far,’’ said 
Wouter Barendrecht, chair of Fortis
simo Film Sales, a company based in 
Hong Kong that represented 
Bangkok Dangerous and several oth
er releases.
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Mehmeti claimed the 
Yugoslav government may 
try to distract attention 
from problems inside Ser
bia during the election by 
creating tension in the sen
sitive area near the U.S.-pa
trolled Kosovo boundary.

Belgrade considers the 
UCPMB a terrorist organi
zation and blames it for nu
merous attacks on its 
forces. It also claims a 
number of Serbs have fled 
the region.

Mehmeti said the 
UCPMB would boycott 
next week’s elections — a 
precedent set by rebel Al
banians in Kosovo in the 
early 1990s.

The group first ap
peared in January. It is un
clear how large the rebel 
force is, although it claims 
to have support and poten
tial fighters throughout the 
ethnic Albanian majority 
area of southern Serbia.

NATO-led peacekeep

ers have repeatedly said 
they do not support the 
rebels’ actions and have 
conducted several raids on 
suspected weapons stock
piles of the group inside 
Kosovo.

The peacekeepers 
moved into Kosovo last 
year, following NATO 
bombing aimed at halting 
Yugoslav President Slobo
dan Milosevic’s crack
down on ethnic Albanians 
in the province.

In Belgrade on Sunday, 
three student activists were 
sentenced to 10 days in 
prison each for spraying 
anti-government graffiti. A 
Serbian court found them 
guilty of violating “law 
and order.”

Members of Otpor, 
which translates as “Re
sistance,” the students 
were accused of scrawl
ing “He’s finished” on 
buildings in a Belgrade 
suburb Saturday.

The slogan referred to 
Milosevic, who hopes to 
be re-elected president. In
dependent polls show him 
trailing the leading opposi
tion candidate Vojislav 
Kostunica.

Kostunica warned Sat
urday evening that Milose
vic would use “thugs and 
liars” to rig the upcoming 
ballot if necessary to stay 
in power.

Also Sunday, 15 activists 
from the non-governmental 
Center for Free Elections 
and Democracy were ar
rested while attending a 
course for elections moni
tors in the central Serbian 
town of Knic, the indepen
dent Beta news agency re
ported. They were released 
later in the day.

The group, which 
hopes to monitor the bal
lot, has been targeted by 
the authorities, who raid
ed several of their offices 
recently.
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Choice Is Clear
*On Site Visx Laser 

(You never leave town) 
Free Consultations 
Free Monthly Seminars 
Several Financial 
Options
The most experienced 
Lasik team in our area.

If you dream of clearer 
vision, call today for 

S your evaluation!

2pn o. Ainson, u.u.

Texas Regional EyeHt^ter
www.texasregionaleye.com 
979-774-0498 1-800-462-7648

Laser Vision
2806 E. 29th St., Bryan, TX.

ORDER MEGA
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“Qf&eJc National Honor Society”
If you are an Aggie Greek with a minimum of 60 hours and at least 
a 3.0 GPA, come pick up an application at our cube in Koldus 125.

Due date is Sept. 25 @ 5:00 p.m.
If you have any questions call Steve Sutton at 693-2375 or Elizabeth Degen at 693-9344 

-V.P. Membership -President

Deadline: 09/20/00 Delivery date is 11/10/OO

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT REQUIREMENTS
1. You must be a degree-seeking student with at least 95 cumulative undergraduate credit hours.
2. Transfer students need 60* hours of credit at Texas A&M University, or degree must be conferred and posted.
3. You must have a cumulative 2.0 GPR at Texas A&M University.
4. You must be in good standing with the University. (No outstanding parking tickets, blocks, etc)

GRADUATE STUDENT REQUIREIVIENTS**
1. Your degree must be conferred and posted on SIMS or if you have completed all degree requirements, you may present 
an original letter of completion from the Office of Graduate Studies.

2. You must be in good standing &ith the University. (No outstanding parking tickets, blocks, etc.)

PROCEDURE TO ORDER RING
If you met all of the above requirements after Summer Session II2000 final grades, and you wish to receive your ring on 
Nov. 10th, visit the Ring Office no later than Sept. 20th between 8:30a.m.-3:30p.m. to complete the application for eligibility 
verification.

Return no later than Sept. 22nd, 8:30-3:30 p.m. to check the status 
of your audit and if qualified, pay full in cash, check, money order, 
or your personal Discover, Visa, or Mastercard (with your name 
imprinted).

Ring loans are available to qualified and currently enrolled students 
at the Short Term Loan Office, Room 230, Pavilion. Please visit the 
Aggie Ring Office before applying for a Ring Loan.

* You may'qualify with 30 A&M hours, instead of 60 hours, if your first semester at A&M 
. was 1993 or before.
**See our website for complete details or call the Ring Office at 845-1050.

The Association
OF FORMER STUDENTS

505 GEORGE BUSH DR., 

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77840-2918 

(979)845-7514

www.AggieNetwork.com

Some Of The High Tech 
Tools You'll Work With 
At Smith & Associates.

At Smith & Associates while we take our business seriously 
we also work hard at having fun. It's this great environment 
where people can wear shorts, play Ping-Pong and 
Basketball that we believe enables ideas to run freely. This 
kind of thinking has enabled Smith & Associates to become 
one of the world's leading independent distributors of semi
conductors, electonic components and peripherals, and we're 
growing every day.

COMPONENT
SALES/PURCHASING

We currently have exceptional opportunities for Sales a nd 
purchasing professionals who are aggressive, interested in 
making money and love the challenge of the "deal". 
Candidates must be self motivated go-getters with excellent 
relationship building and negotiating skills, as well as pos
sess a true, natural sales ability which is what it takes to be 
successful in this competitive industry. Proficiency in a sec
ond language is a plus.

Visit our booth at the Business Career Fair on Wed., Sept. 20t' & Thors., Sept. 21 * 
We also invite you to attend our Career Info Session on Wed., Sept. 2711 

5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m., Room 707 Rudder 
On campus interviews will be held Thurs., Sept. 28"' & Fri., Sept. 29"'

We offer great benefits including:
• Paid time off • Matching 401 (k) Program
• Free health club membership • Full medical, dental and
• Casual dress code everyday vision benefits
• Competitive salary and bonuses • And more!

www.smithmart.com
An equal opportunity employer M/F/D/V

http://www.texasregionaleye.com
http://www.AggieNetwork.com
http://www.smithmart.com

