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and Arcliitecture
A&M campus buildings display both uniqueness and uniformity

i By Stuart Hutson 
I The Battalion
[ For the first 10 years of its existence, 
the college now known as Texas A&M 
University was composed of only two Vic- 
torian-style buildings and a series of 
crudely built wooden shacks.

Back then, the two red-bricked build
ings held all the functions of the college 
— from dormitory residences for stu
dents and faculty to the kitchens and 
classrooms.

Today, A&M comprises more than 100 
buildings and boasts a series of architec
tural designs ranging from early Victorian 
to modem, yet still maintains a simplistic 
and somewhat “bland" atmosphere that 
screams hack to its early beginning as a 
military based institution.

“The A&M campus is unique in its 
overall atmosphere,” said Buillermo 
Vasque/ de Velasco, coordinator for 
A&M's master’s degree program in archi
tecture. “There are buildings with differ
ent design aspects, but it has almost an en
tirely uniform feeling that is low-key.”

Vasquez de Velasco said the campus, 
with its uniform color scheme and lack of 
exterior design, follows the “rational” idea 
that often accompanies military-style ar

chitectural planning.

“Almost all of A&M was built during 
the modern era of architecture, which be
gan at the beginning of the century,” 
Vasquez de Velasco said. “This encom
passes ideas such as ‘less is more,' but also 
allows for some deviation for fun. For ex
ample, Norman Rockwell had these won
derful cantilevered buildings that worked, 
but didn’t need to be that way. A&M kept 
the down-to-earth ideas, which are often 
related to militarism, but very rarely in
corporates the extras.”

David Chapman, Texas A&M 
archivist, said the “institutional tan” col
oration of A&M buildings was probably 
first used around the time the Academic 
Building was built.

. “They were first going to build just a 
quadrangle where all the buildings "were 
close to the same color,” Chapman said. 
“From there, they just kept branching out.”

Vasquez de Velasco said that A&M has 
what he calls a “good human or pedestri
an scaling,” meaning that the buildings are 
shorter and spaced well apart with a lot of 
foliage to mask the buildings.

“This basically means that you can feel 
comfortable walking near the buildings,” 
Vasquez de Velasco said. "They do not 
overshadow or tower dominantly over 
you. You feel comfortable around them 
and walking next to them. In a big city 
where everything around you is huge and 
close together, you are fine driving in your 
car. But the moment you get out, you feel 
dwarfed.”

The low-key presence of the A&M cam
pus, while not as immediately impressive 
as other campuses with outrageous build

ings, may serve important functions for the 
students and faculty of A&M, as well as for 
the surrounding community.

“Bryan and College Station are small
er communities to begin with,” Vasquez de 
Velasco said. “So, a university as big as 
A&M may just overwhelm both of them 
with its tremendous size. The low-key 
construction of the campus doesn’t impose 
itself on the landscape, and thus helps it 
blend in better with the surrounding area.”

Ultimately, the University has taken on 
its present incarnation because it follows 
the needs and wants of its residents.

“One of the most important rules of ar
chitecture is that the form of the buildings 
follow the functioning of those inside 
them,” Vasquez de Velasco said. “The fac
ulty and students here are probably most 
comfortable with the design. It reflects 
them and who they are. I purposely am 
avoiding the word ‘conservative,’ because 
that is not what the students and faculty 
are. But they are rational and traditional.”

Although they may all be the same col
or, Chapman would like to remind stu
dents that the buildings are definitely not 
identical.

“The architectural design of A&M is 
anything but uniform,” he said. “A&M 
never kept with a single style. They built 
whatever was popular at the time.”

These styles include the ultra-modern 
layout of the new library annex, to the 
Beau Arts (a French combination of clas
sical and Victorian) design of the Acade
mic Building, to the Romanesque design 
of the Pavilion.

“All you have to do to tell the ages of

the buildings is to walk around the 
campus and take a look,” Chapman 
said. “Some have been around since 
close to the beginning, like the Acad
emic Building, while others scream 
’70s, like the biochemistry building.”

Two buildings with design differences 
that are probably apparent to everyone are 
the Student Recreation Center and the 
Langford Architecture Center.

“The Rec Center is probably the most 
impressive example of architecture re
cently build on the campus,” Vasquez de 
Velasco said. ‘The elements on the mas
sive entry way are carried from the outside 
to the inside, creating a sense that you 
are not completely in an enclosed en
vironment.”

Vasquez de Velasco said the ar
chitecture building itself also 
holds many interesting design 
features.

“This building was ac 
tually designed to be a 
learning tool to those in
side of it,” he said. “It 
contains many features 
of architecture not 
found elsewhere on 
the campus that stu
dents may observe 
and learn from. One 
of the more inter
esting features is 
the large atrium that 
you don’t really 
find in any other 
campus building.”
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ATTENTION ALL BUSINESS
MAJORS:

BLOCKBUSTER will be on campus SEPTEMBER 
5TH for an information session regarding our 
new Corporate Finance/Accounting Job 
Rotation Program

The BLOCKBUSTER1 Leadership and Skills Training 
program (BLAST) is a premiere entry-level training 
program for energetic individuals seeking a career in 
Corporate Finance. The BLAST program offers a variety 
of comprehensive job rotations within the Finance and 
Accounting Departments.

Come Check us out in 701 RUDDER 
8:1 Spm on September 5,h.

from 7:00pm to

Or e-mail Blast@blockbuster.com for more information

Grand Opening!
New Restaurant in Northgate!

j

Jin’s.
College Main

^ni

ins Chinese Restaurant
691-8688

Free Delivery starting Sept. 11- limited area

Enjoy great Chinese food and a wonderful atmosphere, 
just walking distance from campus.

Parking available in back of the building 
Church Ave 7am - 6pm Ihr. free parking across the street

• University Dr.

Post Office

See http://jins.tjgy.com for menu 
317 Church Ave., College Station

CiCi’s Pi&asa
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OPENSIGN IS STILL 
ON - WE'RE 
STILL SERVINGIF THE

HOT FRESH PIZZA
r A ^
MasterCard AGGIE

BUCKS
1713 S. Texas Ave.

694-CICI

AN AGGIE TRADITION FOR SIXTEEN YEARS

FALL SESSION I
DANCE LESSONS

CLASS DAY TIME
C&WI WED 6-7:30
C&W I TBA* TBA*
C&W I TBA* TBA*
JITTERBUG I THURS 7-8:30
JITTERBUG I « SUN 7-8:30
JITTERBUG 1 SUN 5:30-7
C&W II SUN 7:30-9

* Dates/times will be determined by Open House - Sepi. 3rl1 
SIGN-UPS IN THE MSC FLAGROOM 8 a.m. - 3 p.m., Sept. 4'" - T" 

COST: ‘35 PER COUPLE MO FOR C&W II 
EMI: http://www.tamu.edu/aggie_wranglers

Frank J. Varnelli, D.D.S.
General and Implant Dentistry

Preventative • Restorative • Cosmetic 
Bridges • Crowns • Partials • Dentures 

' Oral Surgery • Implant Surgery • Wisdom Teeth • Root Canal Therapy 
Oral and I. V. Sedation • Nitrous Oxide 

Tooth Whitening

New Patients Welcome!
Staff, Students, and Family

4444 Carter Creek Parkway, Suite i01 
Bryan, Texas 77802 
(979)846-7799

'Blue Cross Blue Shield Dental Plan Provider

:rand $17.50 for the summer, To (K 
f, or American Express, call 845-261J' :■
___________ -J
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Off Campus Aggies

Calling all aggies who live off campus... 
Come join us September 5th for our 
first meeting of the semester.

When: September 5th
Where: Barbara Bush Conference Center off George

Bush room 127
What time: anywhere from 7:30-9:30

What A Great Idea!
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I OF PRAISE AND WORSHIP

Featuring

Watermark, Ross King, Chris Tomlin
Thursday, September 14, 7:30'p.m. 

First Baptist Church, Bryan

Sponsored by Compass College Ministries

Any
Word
Product

Expires October 15, 2000

Tickets: $7 advance, $8.50 door 
Available at the MSC box office 

Call 845-1234 for more info.

Scripture Haven 
Post Oak Mall

Now Accepting Aggie Bucks!
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