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English fans during a 
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Most soccer stadiums in the United King
dom are small by U.S. standards, seating be
tween 35,000 and 45,000 people. Not surpris
ingly, the demand for tickets outweighs 
supply and people try to break in. The result 
usually has stadiums filled to twice the ca
pacity, and people are crushed to death year
ly trying to get in or out.

It is plain to see that this is not acceptable. 
Instances of people — including pregnant 
women — climbing over razor wire to get 
into a stadium are not only humiliating to the 

nation, but they put great 
numbers of people at 
risk.The English govern
ment must take steps to en
sure that, when the stadi
um is filled to capacity, no 
one else can get in. If the 
government must station 
riot police or armed guards 
around the outside of the 
stadium, so be it.

Alcohol consumption 
must also be controlled. 
Many riots in England take 
place before the games be
cause fans are already more 
bombed than Baghdad. 
While there is no way to en
sure everyone comes to the 

game sober, closing pubs and limiting alco
hol sales on the days of matches could cut 
down on the number of drunks. While 
throwing back a pint or 10 is a time- 
honored English tradition, the danger 
caused by such rabid drunks at 
matches merits a reassessment of al
cohol sales. It would probably not 
be difficult for the House of Com
mons to agree to a measure that 
would subsidize pubs and al
cohol distributors for the 
losses accrued being closed 
on game days — especially if

Countries in 
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around the 
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talent of the 

English teams.

such measures cut down on damage and loss 
of life.

Of course, the most obvious thing to do 
would be to remind fans that soccer is merely 
a game, even when the national team is out 
on the field playing against what fans consid
er some good-for-nothing Eurotrash. Howev
er, it would appear that such logical measures 
would not get through to people who show 
their joy by burning down their own 
houses. As a result, it has been left up to 
others to protect society from such 
stupidity.

Countries in 
Europe and 
around the 
world are 
afraid to play 
England, and it 
has nothing

to do with the talent of the English teams. It has 
everything to do with the fact that nations do 
not want unruly English fans on their soil. The 
best way for Great Britain to ait down on such

national embarrassments would be pre
venting hooligan behavior at soccer games in 
England. Then England can once again be 
known for its great soccer play and not for the 
actions of its fans.

Mark Passwaters is a senior 
electrical engineering 

major.
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sial than advertisements for tobacco or flyers for gun shows are today. 
Just because something is deemed wrong now does not mean that 
those standards applied 200 years ago. Companies like the Hartford 
Courant and Aetna Inc. should not have to, nor feel obligated to, apolo
gize for conducting the business of the day, even if that business was a 
horrible wrong that only a few private sectors spoke out against.

Pointing a finger at two Connecticut companies, Aetna Inc. and the 
Hartford Courant, shows slavery was part of the entire nation's econo
my, the North's and the South's. Accordingly, singling out jut one or 
two companies at a time as promoters of the nation's slave economy is 
a gross misrepresentation of history. Farmer-Paellmann has dug up 
slavery dirt on a number of other companies, many of which no longer 
exist. Aetna Inc. and the Hartford Courant simply have the misfortune 
to continue to be in operation and are therefore targets of demands for 
coerced apologies.

Both these institutions have since evolved with the times and have 
fully adopted the cause of fighting racism. Aetna Inc. followed its apol- 

ogy by stating its commitment to equality in 
the workplace and listing anti-racism com

munity projects it supports. Likewise, the 
Hartford Courant now advertises local 
anti-racism events and serves as a pub

lic forum for reporters and editorial writ
ers of diverse racial backgrounds.

Another of Farmer-Paellmarui's targets, 
FleetBoston Financial Corp. has since proven its 

worth outside of the issue of slavery. Farmer-Paell
mann said she found evidence that a predecessor 

bank of FleetBoston's was founded by a man who en
gaged in slave trading in Rhode Island, Massachusetts and 
Connecticut. John Brown may have earned his wealth 
through questionable means, but what he did with his 
wealth cannot be overlooked. Brown founded Brown Uni
versity, the prestigious Ivy League university that is cur
rently giving students of all colors the best education 
money can buy.

Condemning corporations for participating in a na
tional economy that included slavery is a fruitless and 
outdated witch hunt, especially when those corpora
tions have since gone on to further the causes of diver
sity and equality.

Robert P. Forves, executive coordinator of Gilder 
Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance 

and Abolition, at Yale University, put it best when he said, "The nation 
as a whole is responsible, all of us." The Hartford Courant and Aetna 
Inc. are not to be singled out and made to feel culpable for a problem 
that belonged to an entire nation.

Farmer-Paellmann needs to stop issuing guilt trips and adjust her 
goals. The war against slavery is long over, but the war against racism 
and inequality is still raging. Farmer-Paellmann should fight the one 
still worth fighting.

Eric Dickens is a senior English major.

Bush plays to NAACP crowd

L
ast week. Republican presidential 
candidate George W. Bush spoke 
before his tqughest crowd yet. Go
ing where most Republicans fear to tread. 

Bush delivered a short-but-sweet sermon 
to the annual NAACP convention, in 
which he trumpeted his "compassionate 
conservative" theme.

African-Americans and Republicans 
have generally been at odds since the '60s 
civil rights era, when many Republicans 
stood as roadblocks to progress in the 
fight against racism. Since then, most Re
publicans have regarded the black vote as 
a lost cause — Bob Dole, for instance, re
fused to speak at the NAACP’s annual 
meeting during the 1996 presidential elec
tion, fearing he had been "set up."

In fairness to Dole and his fellow Re
publicans, though, the NAACP has sel
dom offered them a sympathetic forum. In 
fact, the organization has become more 
blatantly partisan of late, even excommu
nicating certain members for their support 
of Republican candidates. George Bush's 
appearance at the event was, at least on 
the surface, an attempt to mend these 
long-broken fences.

His speech was 15 minutes of ear can
dy — sugar-coated, but free of substance 
designed to disprove the common stereo
type of the Republican as hard-hearted 
and insensitive to minorities' concerns.
This tactic has brought Bush success be
fore with Latino voters in his home state of 
Texas, but likely failed to gain him any 
new converts at the NAACP conference.

Attendees noted that his speech, full of 
"syrup and religion," was heavy on rhetor
ical flourishes but light on specifics.

But Bush’s goal for this event was more 
far-sighted than just mollifying the 
NAACP crowd; this was a subtle state
ment to the voting public at large — 
black, white, or otherwise — that he is a 
moderate, and not a puppet of the extreme 
right wing of his party.

He has got a lot of convincing to do. 
Few who pay attention have forgotten 
Bush’s visit to conservative Bob Jones Uni
versity, one of the most intolerant campus
es in the nation, during his Republican pri

mary fight with John McCain. Bush's ap
pearance there was designed to solidify 
support among a voting bloc located at the 
exact opposite end of the political spec
trum from the NAACP — white Christian 
conservatives of the Jesse Helms variety.

So is Bush a hypocrite and a panderer, 
willing to adapt his message to placate 
whatever crowd he happens to be speak
ing to? Yes. But that is what successful 
politicians do.

It has long been known and demon
strated that, to win an American presi
dential race, politicians must cater to 
their party's most extreme, die-hard 
wing during the primary battle that de
cides who will be the candidate for the 
general election.

These party stalwarts are the key to 
primary victory — they are the ones who 
actually show up at the polls during 
these initial contests, while the rest of the 
voting public starts getting interested 
much later in the game.

Now that the primaries are over and 
Bush is the nominee, he is wise to try to 
broaden his message and appeal with the 
less-partisan public. A1 Gore has been do
ing the exact same thing, metamorphosiz- 
ing from the ultra-left-wing New Dealer 
he was during his primary battle with Bill 
Bradley to a more moderate New Democ
rat for this general election contest.

It is a quirk of the American political 
process that causes this kind of see-saw 
pandering, and, despite the apparent con
tradictions in the candidates' positions, 
they well know that a consistent message 
can be their undoing.

Bush's decision to speak before the 
NAACP was well-considered. Even 
though the speech may have fallen upon 
deaf ears at that convention hall, word of 
his appearance there will resonate, at least 
subliminally, with a large section of the 
American public. All this is evidence of 
Bush's political maturation — from Bob 
Jones to the NAACP, George W. Bush has 
come a long way.

James Minton is a columnist for The Reveille 
at Louisiana State University.


