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Study shows a common spermicide may increase risk of contracting HI\
DURBAN, South Africa (AP) — The wide

ly used spermicide nonoxynol-9, long recom
mended as a way to stop the spread of AIDS, 
may actually increase the risk of catching the 
virus, at least among women who use it fre
quently, according to the surprising findings 
of a large study.

As a result, health officials said condoms

used solely to prevent disease should not be 
coated with nonoxynol-9, although a condom 
with the spermicide is certainly safer than no 
condom at all. And they said the spermicide 
should also not be used as birth control by any
one at high risk of catching HIV.

Nonoxynol-9 is widely used around the 
world for contraception, and about one-third

of lubricated condoms sold in the United States 
are covered with it. Nonoxynol-9 is a detergent 
formulated to kill sperm, but in the test tube it 
also wipes out HIV, and many have long as
sumed it helps protect people from the virus.

However, a study on prostitutes released 
Wednesday at the 13th International AIDS 
Conference showed just the opposite: Women

using a nonoxynol-9 gel increased their risk of 
contracting HIV rather than lowering it.

"It is an understatement to say that we were 
extremely disappointed," said Dr. Lut Van 
Damme of the Institu te of Tropical Medicine in 
Antwerp, the study's director.

The researchers now assume that 
nonoxynol-9, or N-9, increases the risk by irri

tating the vaginal lining, causing tears thalt 
the virus a way to enter the body.

The prostitutes in the study appliedN-); 
to 20 times a day, and there is no evidence:, 
women who use it once or twice a day increi 
their risk of HIV. Nevertheless, Van Dane 
recommended that N-9's long-term safety 
contraceptive be re-evaluated.
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...GIRLS WERE REWiY CUTE AND THA' 
IS WHEN I TOLD CORY TO LIGHT UP A 

BROOM INSTEAD OF A LIGHTER TO 
ATTRACT GIRLS AT YELL PRACTICE... 

AND’HE DID?
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The "other" Aggie Ring

Check out the new web site linking campus 
departments dealing with health issues

beaftfi.tarao.edo
For More Information Call 847-89 ID 

Health Education. Student Health Servioas

These shows sell 
out on Broadway... 
And now they're 
coming to Rudder 
Auditorium...

An Explosion of Music and Doneencef IjM
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Subscriptions start at $149 
Student Discounts Available

2000-2001 Season KORA jSrKBTX
Media Partners ^JSR,22J

These Broadway 
favorites aren't the only 
performances on our 
2000-2001 roster.

The best seats are going fast!

^bedrooms 
** ^bathrooms

All prices slashed!
Rent Starting At

,£*f%by

HOUSE!

per person 
per month

PLUS:
/ FREE standard cable 
/ FREE local phono 
/ FREE washer E dryer 
/ FREE ethernet*
/ FREE 24-hour monitored alarm 

Now Available! 9-month leases
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TEXAS Am 
May 29th-June 2nd 

June 5th & 9th 
June 19th-23rd 
June 26th-28th 
July 10th-14th 
July 17th-21st 

August 21st-23rd
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BUNN (Brazos Center) 
June 14th <& 21st 

July 19th 
August 2nd & 9th

BUNN (Townshire Campus)
June 8th 

July 13th A 27th
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Bull ridei 
29th anr

HPHRTMENTa
Equal Housing Opportunity

FI1>IIHTMENTS' I www.melrose.coin
TO FIND OUT MORE, CALLMSC

QPAS 845-1661
orvisitopas.tamu.edu

601 Luther Street W. ♦ College Station, Texas ♦ 979

enlighten • entertain • inspire

The Battalion Online offers access to The WIRE
A 24-hour, multimedia news service for the internet from The Associated Press

The WIRE provides continuously updated news coverage from one of tt6 
world’s oldest, largest news services via The Battalion's web page.

■ A comprehensive, up-to-the-minute news report combining the latest AP stories with photos, graphics, sound and video.
■ Headlines and bulletins delivered as soon as news breaks.
• Scrolling tickers for market prices and sports scores

http://battalion.tamu.edu
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