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ultural barriers were transcended by 
the universal language of music Sat
urday evening in Rudder Theater, 

changes will emphasize llheTexas Music Festival Orchestra is a glob- 
Northgate a more pedestr; jai collaboration of gifted young musicians 
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a Tchaikovsky violin concerto.
According to Dr. Werner 
Rose, director of Texas Mu
sic Festival activities at 
Texas A&M, Zhu has won 
multiple international 
competitions. Fie was 
recently awarded first 
prize in the Burgeas 
Philharmonic Con
certo competition 
in Norway. Zhu 
currently studies in •
New York City at 1 
the Bannes College 
of Music.

"The wonderful 
thing about Mr. Zhu is 
that he's only 17 years 
old," said Rose.

Dickson's resume is ' 
equally outstanding. Ac
cording to Rose, Dickson, a 

trombone player, is 
currently working 
on a master's de
gree at Yale Univer
sity. Dickson has 

| performed at the 
Tanglewood Festi- | 

val and the Hunting- 
ton Summer Music s 

Program. He has experi
ence playing his trombone on 

national tours with Kiss and Spider 
Woman.

Membership ijr the Texas Music Festival 
Orchestra is highly competitive. According to

Clare 
Cantu, a 

viola player 
in the Texas Music 

Festival Orchestra, 350 
hopeful musicians audi
tioned for 100 seats in 
the orchestra this year. 
The festival, which is 
housed at the Univer- 
sity of Houston, 
lasts four weeks 

' and involves rigor
ous training and 
performance 
schedules.

Megan Fin
ley, who plays 
French horn in 
the orchestra, 

said, "We have rehearsal from 3 (p.m.) to 5:40 
(p.m.) as a general rule. One day out of the 
week, we have an extra little rehearsal to real

ly clean things up where we break into small
er groups. Everybody has a lesson at least once 
a week, and there are master classes offered. 
We also perform recitals and chamber recitals 
and at least one concert a week, some
times two."

Rafik Ismel, a cellist in the or
chestra, 
said the 
intense 
schedule 
and the rig
ors of play
ing concerts are good experience for a future as 
a professional musician.

"I think it's a really good program," Is
mel said. "I mean, there's a lot of pretty fa
mous people coming and working and it's 
very intense; but you learn a lot and get a lot 
out of it. We work with a different conductor 
each week."

One of these renowned conductors is 
Leon Spierer, wlao conducted Saturday 
evening's performance. Spierer served as 
first concertmaster at the Berlin Philhar
monic for more than 25 years. Rose said that 
is a titanic accomplishment.

"It's like saying, in this country, that for 
25 years, you've been a conductor of the 
New York Philharmonic," Rose said. "It's 
the premier German Philharmonic."

The Texas Music Festival debuted this sea
son's performances at A&M on June 5. The up
coming schedule includes two productions by 
the Texas Music Festival Orchestra and four 
Monday evening chamber music perfor
mances. The chamber music performances are 
particularly impressive because they feature 
Texas Music Festival Orchestra instructors. 
A&M's own music professor. Rose, is one of the 
performers. He has performed as a pianist with 
the Western Arts Trio for more than 20 years. 
The New York Times described the trio as "... 
strong and assured, full of zest and vitality."

"Since there is only one per 
son to take each part, the mu 

sic is very transparent,' 
Rose said. "You can hear 
everything that goes 
on. The reason why 
musicians love to play

chamber music is the same reason you like to 
get together with your friends and 'chew thq 
fat.' The musicians actually have discourse 
through their instruments. The best place to lis
ten to chamber music is in your living room on 
a Sunday afternoon while sipping your cham
pagne." Since that is not a viable option for most 
college students, the Presidential Conference 
Center is the next best setting. "The hall is a lit
tle smaller than Rudder Theater and more inti
mate for chamber music and [patrons] tend to 
like it very well," said Rose.

The remaining chamber music performance at 
A&M is Monday, June 26, at 7:30 p.m. in the Pres
idential Conference Center. According to Rose, co
ordinating major performances is an enormous 
effort. "We bring these concerts up here so we can 
provide a summer service for students and the 
community," he said.

Finley said college students should take ad
vantage of the opportunity to experience these 
performances.

"If s a really good experience culturally and if s 
nice to be able to support your friends who do 
these things. If s exciting to see young people get; 
ting together in a short period of time and putting 
something like this together. Generally, if s just re
ally amazing how well it comes together in a short 
period of time. If s an exciting experience."

Tickets for the programs are only $5. The 
performances cost less than the price of a 
movie and are decidedly more intellectually 
stimulating.
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Our Customers tell us 
EARTH ART ROCKS!
• Bamboo Chiities • Incensi 

• Religious Art • Kites 
• Beautiful Silver jewelry!

If You Have Something ToS 

Remember: 
Classifieds Can Di 

Call 845-0569

The Battalion

■ with Dr. Southerland c65 
Vice President for Student Affairs

June 20, 2000 
11:00 am-1:00 pm

MSC Foyer

• Voice Concerns
• Ask Questions
• Light Refreshments

Need Quick Cash?
BIG STATE PAWN IS HERE!

WE’LL LOAN THE MONEY YOU NEED!
Getting a loan at Big State Pawn is quick, confidential, requires no 
credit checks, and there’s never a hassle. And, we make loans on 
just about anything you own that’s working and in good condition. 
Come meet our friendly, professional loan and sales staff today - 
you’ll be glad you did!

ATTENTION DISCOUNT SHOPPERS!
If you’ve never been to a pawn shop before, then you’ll want to see 
our new showroom and huge selection of quality TV’s, Stereo’s, Guns, 
Tools, VCR’s, Appliances, Musical Instruments, Sporting Equipment, 
Jewelry and more. Use our FREE LAYAWAY PROGRAM to shop for 
Christmas!

BIG STATE PAWN
1820 S. Texas, Bryan 

(979) 779-7900
WE ACCEPT:

VISA

Checks Accepted 
Se Hablo Espano

Make money
while exercising your brain
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Start Looking for a Career with Cooperative Education

Attend an Orientation Now!
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Date Time Location

Thursday, June 22 2:00 p.m. 404 Rudder

Tuesday, July 11 2:00 p.m. 404 Rudder

Monday, July i? 3:00 p.m. 404 Rudder

Wednesday, July 26 10:00 a.m. 707 Rudder

Thursday, August 3 1:30 p.m. 404 Rudder

EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS, 209 KOLDUS, 845-7725 
CO-OPWEB.TAMU.EDU

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT

Aerofit Health and Fitness Clubs now have a 
special corporate/group enrollment plan for all 
TAMU employees and their immediate families.

Sign up now for as low as $21.00/month and 
get aerobics, free weights, cybex weight 
machines, racquetball, tennis, basketball, 
indoor/outdoor pools and much much more! 
And best of all, there are no crowds!

Due to the magnitude of this offer, enrollment 
wi II be on a department by department basis.

Call 823-0971
to schedule and Aerofit representative 

to come to your department.

CENTER

a $0 to $15 
®$15 to $30 
□ $30 to $45 
D $45 +

This week
Key Code for this week: 1080

register to participate in experiments:
t

online: http://econdollars.tamu.edu 
or call: 862-8796
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f>l?ase II
2 Bedroom - 2 Bath!
i

ALL i

NOW LEASING tit

Featuring:
Fully Furnished 2 Bedroom Apartments 

„ Electronic Alarm System
Private Bedroom/Individual Incases 

Full Size Washer & Dryer 
Fully Equipped Kitchen 

Clubhouse with Pool Tables & Weight Room 
Student Activities & Service Areas 

Swimming Pools, Hot Tub, Volleyball 
On Shuttle Route

UNIVERSITY
♦ COM MONS ♦
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\950 Colgate Drive
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http://econdollars.tamu.edu

