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Guard attacked, training questioned
CORPUS CHRISTI (AP) — A female prison guard 

attacked during an inmate cell search may not have 
followed proper search procedures, a former Texas 
warden said.

Irene Fonseca, 35, was airlifted to a San Antonio 
hospital Wednesday after convicted rapist Bryan 
Thomas, 40, attacked her. Fonseca suffered facial 
fractures and swelling around her brain and had 
most of her teeth knocked out.

The attack occurred after Fonseca found extra 
food and toiletries hidden in Thomas' coffeepot 
during a routine search at the Connally Unit in 
Karnes County.

"If the inmate was physically there in the cell of 
the dorm bunk, why wasn't he put somewhere else?"

Terry Pelz, a warden in the Texas prison system for 
almost a decade, said in Sunday's editions of the Cor
pus Christi Caller-Times. "We always operated that

“We always operated that 
way. There's never any 

rush to do a shakedown."
— Terry Pelz 

Texas prison system warden

way. There's never any rush to do a shakedown." 
Larry Todd, a spokesperson for the Texas De

partment of Criminal Justice, declined to comment 
on Fonseca's actions because prison officials are still 
investigating the attack. But he said it is standard 
procedure to secure an inmate before searching a cell.

Pelz said inmates should be secured in another area 
of the prison. Pelz said Fonseca, who has been em
ployed at the Connally Unit since August of 1999, may 
not have been properly trained to handle the situation.

"She may not have known," Pelz said. "She was 
there 10 months and may never have been told that."

Brian Olsen, deputy director of the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Em
ployees, told the Caller-Times extensive training 
problems exist throughout the prison system be
cause of staff shortages.

News in Brief

Tug boat sinks 
while towing ship

BAYTOWN (AP) — An 87-foot 
tugboat towing a cruise ship sank 
in the Houston Ship Channel ear
ly Saturday.

None of the Jupiter tug’s five 
crew members were injured. The 
760-foot, Houston-based Big 
Red Boat III cruise ship was dam
aged, but none of its 1,148 pas
sengers were hurt. The ship, 
which had just completed a sev
en-day cruise, docked safely.

Lt. Bob Schoen, a spokesper
son for the U.S. Coast Guard, 
said about 30 gallons of diesel 
fuel from the Jupiter leaked into 
the Houston Ship Channel.

Death row inmat 
attacks chaplaii

HUNTSVILLE (APJ-Aprit 
chaplain injured in a death 
attack was out of surgery; 
listed in fair condition Sate

Westbrook was doing vo 
teer ministry on death roww 
he was attacked by Juan St 
33, who is facing execution' 
month for a 1985 robbery-s 
ing in Fort Worth, Departe 
Criminal Justice spokesman; 
ry Fitzgerald said.

On Friday, a death row in 
attacked William Paul Weste 
a 78-year-old volunteer chap' 
severely cutting the minis!; 
right wrist, authorities said.
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CARS, TRUCKS & 
SPORT UTILITIES 

HASSLE FREE
from

VARSITY FORD
www. varsityfordcstx. corri 

SUPER SUMMER SAVINGS. 
HIGH REBATES 

LOW INTEREST RATES 
MUSTANGS, RANGERS 
& EXPLORER SPECIALS! 
(Questions? - e-mail us at 

n ewcar@ vats ityfordcstx.com)

Beverly Mireles
Editor in Chief
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THE NIXONS
LIVE

TONIGHT

Doors open at 8 p.m., drink specials until 10 p.m. 
No advance tickets, cover charge only

696'5570
for details

Party Safe and Designate a Driver

The Texas A&M University 
College of Liberal Arts & 

Department of Performance Studies
present the

TEXAS MUSIC FESTIVAL 
2000 CONCERT SEASON

Texas A&M University Campus 
College Station 

All Concerts: 7:30 p.m.

« TICKETS (845-1234)
Student $5 ($25 Season) • Adults $10 ($50 Season) 

Senior -65+ ($40 Season)

PRINCIPAL SPONSORS:
Arts Council of Brazos Valley 

Texas Commission on the Arts • The Eagle 
Brazos Business Arts Alliance 
University Honors Program 

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Albert Cotton 
Gilbert and Thyra Plass Foundation

Monday, June 12

Presidential Conference Center
i

Great Chamber Music
Lucie Robert & Amy Kauffman, violins 

Lawrence Wheeler, viola 
Uri Vardi & Laszlo Varga, cellos 

Timothy Hester and Nancy Weems, pianos

- Program -

Sonata No 5 in D Major for Cello and Piano, 
Op. 102, No. 2 

Ludwig van Beethoven

Duo for Viola and Violoncello 
Walter Piston

Piano Quintet No. 1 in C Minor, Op. 1 
Ernst von Dohnanyi

1/2 Off
Security Deposi

*2, 3, ^ ddrm hpts. 

"Haste Cab/e Laid 

'Ethernet Service Laid 

'Idanitared Lfarm Laid 
*Fult Size (dasherlDryer 

'furnished Loadable 

'Multbmedia Room 

'fitness Center 

*f)TM Machine On-Site

Open M-flO-b 

Sat tO - 6 Sun 14

I|
Need a roommate?? fid ah

*n . m . l • e - mr roommate matchinq smiRoommate Matching oervice 3

'Individual Leases hu the Led .. >0 . .,U Deposit Special good through bllm

Limited LvaHahMtg LELSE ftHtd to Reserve gear Rood

117 ttofleman Sr. 6)esf 
(mm. suhuiHage.com

Monday, Jun

G
Mat

Sydnej 
American 
are bringii 
Texas A& 
coach Peg 
sistant co£ 
Games ir 
women's 
petes for ( 
awards in 

Coach i 
nothing 
coached t 
American 
1999 USA 
nior natio 

Gillorr 
Neil Fort 
head coac 
ed the US 
1998 Wor 
two have < 
on the Par 
USA natic 

"I ha\ 
[Fortner], 
well togel 

Joininj 
will be Gt 
coach of tl 
basketbal 
Connectii 

When 
pects to bi 
Gillom Sc 
the gold, 
feat a po 
that will 
vantage.

"They 
a great te 
will be a I 

In col 
the Uni' 
where sh 
scores am 
and fern

SI
Spt

MA
PASSU

Non^otl 
sports m 
could thi 

The r 
becomes 
swimsui 
es" on R 
the inne 
they alsc 
should r 

Si's a 
Burns, tl 
"They (S 
— not D 
ciety, an 
give reai 
to hold 1 

For t: 
writer's 
temptin 
posed tc 
that, it i< 
suppose 
team pr

mailto:Thebattalion@hotmail.com
http://battalion.tamu.3du

