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pressed in this terrible conflict.
If the moment of silence reso

lution were to be passed, the 
Palestinians threatened to hold 
up pictures of men that were 
killed by the Israelis during their 
occupation the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip.

"If they are going to fight 
like this, we are going to fight," 
said Palestinian Olympic Com
mittee Vice President Rabie A1 
Turk, momentarily forgetting 
that Israelis and Palestinians 
are now ostensibly at peace.
"There are lots of things we can 
do to Israel."

The IOC, showing as much 
courage and conviction as a 
slug, said that a moment of si
lence for the athletes would be 
"political" and held no place at 
the games. Wrong. Whether the 
IOC wants to admit it or not, it 
is at least somewhat responsible 
for those 11 athletes' deaths. The 
Olympic Committee, the city of 
Munich and the West German 
government did not provide 
ample security for the athletes, 
and it cost them their lives. To 
ignore this event like it never 
happened is the ultimate dis
play of excessive pride.

The Olympics are a festival of 
peace, and are supposed to tran
scend disputes between nations.
The games are supposed to be a 
time of joy and reconciliation,
not of cold-blooded murder. The fact that these athletes 
were murdered at such an event is all the more reason 
that they should be remembered.

If the disaster at Munich is ignored, it would be a 
horrible disservice to all of mankind. The Olympics are 
for the athletes, not for agendas. For the IOC to forgo 
the moment of silence would be just like saying that 
they did not care these athletes were killed on their 
watch. That is appalling, to put it mildly. The Palestin

ian Authority is a new kid on the global block, and 
wants to be treated as a real nation. In order for it to be 
welcomed into the community of nations, it has to dis
tance itself from its past actions. That includes having 
the courage to admit that they have done some things 
that are horribly wrong, and the slaughter of the Israeli 
athletes in 1972 is at the top of the list.

The International Olympic Committee has been 
around far longer than the Palestinian Authority, but it
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could certainly use a reality check as well. The Olympics 
are supposed to be a showcase of that which is good in 
the world, not evil.

By lacking the guts to remind the world of past mis
takes, the IOC has shown that it lacks a conscience. Such 
apathy could make one fall silent — so long as that silence 
does not occur at the closing ceremonies in Sydney.

Mark Passwaters is a senior electrical engineering major.
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ed from doing so by their parents. Anyone 
that is of driving age should be mature 
enough to deal with this movie. If someone is 
killed trying to jump the gap in a bridge in a 
family car, then we must recognize the event 
for what it is: natural selection in its finest 
hour. I am not arguing that every person with 
a driver's license is responsible, rather my 
contention is this: the consequences we suf
fer as a result of our own irresponsibility 
teach us much far more about responsibility 
than we can ever learn from someone like Ri
ley moralizing atop a soapbox.

Matthew Dozier 
Class of ’02
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tional Highway
speed increase from 55 mph to 70 mph, 
argues that a low speed limit arid unjust 
traffic laws set the stage for unnecessary 
speed traps.

Tlie NMA believes that speed traps 
are unfair and expensive means of gener
ating revenue for counties and communi
ties. To counter these highway pit- 
falls they created a new form of* 
insurance.

Their solution is a policy that 
requires a monthly fee as low as 
$5, that guarantees drivers will 
never again have to pay traffic 
tickets. By paying $5 a month, vi
olators are reimbursed for tlieir 
ticket and court cost. This policy 
covers unlimited traffic violations 
that involve speeding, tailgating, 
reckless driving and even drunk dri
ving. In other wordsf for those DWTs 
and DUTs a second chance will be 
granted to drive drunk.

The NMA argues that this policy 
will eliminate the increased cost of au
tomobile insurance policies and the re
moval of drivers' licenses by paying off 
the ticket. Another advantage the 
NMA states is that the policy covers 
unlimited violations, with equal costs 
to drivers regardless of their past dri
ving records. The NMA argues that this 
program is only a service to the people, 
not a true insurance provider and that 
drivers will still have to carry regular 
automobile insurance.

Nonetheless, as enticing as this pro
gram may sound, it is impossible to con
stitute the ethics and legalities involved.

It establishes an entire new idea of false 
security. Instead of encouraging drivers 
to be cautious it will encourage reckless 
driving. Drivers will be less courteous on 
the roads and offenders will be protected.
There is a reason for traffic tickets and 
therefore a reason for the consequences 
that follow. This policy is unnecessary. In 
Texas, defensive driving courses are used 
to remove a ticket from a person's dri
ving record. These courses are made so 
convenient they can be taken in the pri
vacy of one's home.

The transportation system is already 
lenient. Much like defensive driving • 
classes, parents are now able to order a

Tickets are not a conspiracy 
against drivers, nor are they 

deemed to be punishment 
without a crime. Tickets 

are a direct result of a 
driver's own negligence.

driver's education packet and teach their 
children thefnselves. The Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) has made continued 
efforts to improve drivers' safety, but acci
dents — minor and fatal — still occur. So 
how can it be justified to make the roads 
even less safe than they already are?

This policy not only creates unsafe 
conditions, but also gives people an ex
cuse to drive carelessly. Why bother 
with traffic laws when all you have to 
do is pay as low as $5 a month and be 
assured to never pay a ticket again. Too 
many people today do not seem to be 
worried about highway safety. This pro
gram would just reinforce a driver's per
ceived invincibility.

The NMA argues that a positive effect 
of this policy would be to decrease the 
cost of insurance policies after accidents

and violations. It does not take a genius to 
realize insurance policies increase for a 
reason — to discourage a person from 
getting another violation. For those who 
cannot afford increased insurance poli
cies, it only takes common sense to realize 
they need to avoid breaking the law.

Not only would this policy add to the 
irresponsibility of society, it would give 
people a much easier chance to kill others 
or kill themselves. Tickets are not a con
spiracy against drivers, nor are they 
deemed to be punishment without a 
crime. Tickets are a direct result of a dri
ver's own negligence. In a way, tickets are 
given to prevent harm and death. Most 

intelligent people would assume 
that any aerodynamic steel missile 
going faster than 20 miles an hour 
is a deadly weapon. And that is ex
actly what a motor vehicle is.

Aside from traffic fatalities, 
other problems can occur as a re
sult of this program. Liability is 
another risk, the NMA neglected 
to notice. If a person was killed in 
a car accident by a repeat drunk 
driver the NMA could likely be 

found liable for keeping such a haz
ardous driver on the road.

The NMA is naively backing these pre
paid tickets to protest unjust traffic laws 
and speed traps, but they need to realize 
the severe consequences involved. This 
policy is tempting, but no driver is quite 
ready to handle the severe consequences 
it could involve. People are not, and never 
will be, ready to handle causing a death. 
The Department of Transportation takes 
this into consideration and fires back with 
the oply alternative, prosecuting viola
tors. If the NMA overrules traffic tickets 
by overriding the consequences then traf
fic of society and the highways to heaven 
will be only a mile a way.

Cayla Carr is a junior 
speech communication major.
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