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Doctors fight brain defect
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BETFIESDA, Md. (AP) — About two dozen 
hildren cluster around Dr. Max Muenke. Most sit in 
vheelchairs, their muscles either too rigid to move or 
oo floppy to hold them up. Many cannot speak. 
Some faces hear signs of their illness: a misshapen 
lead, cleft palate, eyes pushed together. In the worst 
:ases, babies may have one centered eye.

These children have a baffling brain defect called 
toloprosencephaly, and their parents brought them to 
he National Institutes of Health (NIH) in desperate 

ac tope that Muenke can help unlock the mystery. 
Sometime during the first few weeks of fetal de- 

elopment, something went terribly wrong and 
topped these children’s brains from dividing into 
lormal right and left sides. Now, scientists at the NIH 
ind five new brain centers around the country have 
iegun the first real effort to attack this defect and im- 

ove these children’s lives.
The reason: A wealthy Dallas family, frustrated at 

loctors’ inability to help their 4-year-old son, has 
aised almost $10 million bankrolling new “Carter 
Centers for Brain Research” to study 11PI and pro- 
ide expert care.

Muenke’s quest is to test these children’s genes, 
lunting which ones went wrong. The first question a 
arent asks: Will the gene testing provide a cure?

uWe need to learn first how come your child has 
loloprosencephaly,” Muenke replies gently. “I feel 
would he lying to you if I said I expect a cure in the 

next years.”
Yet while he warns against false hope, Muenke is 

:autiously excited. Already, drugs are helping some 
hildren move better. Cutting-edge brain tests are re- 
ealing cognitive function. Tools to help children

learn and communicate are under development. Sus
pect genes are under study.

“We’re pushing the envelope,” said Dr. Stephen 
Kinsman of the HPE center at Baltimore’s Kennedy 
Krieger Institute. “We’re saying, ’How is the brain 
working in this child and what are the next brain 
processes we need to help in this child’s development 
that will give them more function?”’

And the influence of the new Carter centers 
sparked the NIH to bring together about 70 neuro
scientists to share the latest research with parents.

“I want to ask how much more can 1 do for her. I 
want to know if there is something more,” said Irene 
Leal, who brought 4-year-old Jessica from Texas to 
be examined at NIH.

Jessica can’t walk or talk, but she has proved 
wrong doctors who predicted she’d have no mental 
function: With a huge grin, she promptly responds 
when her mom, in English or Spanish, asks her to 
blow a kiss.

HPE affects an estimated one in 10,000 live 
births and is believed responsible for thousands 
more miscarriages.

Severe HPE can kill quickly, while some mildly 
affected children may live largely normal lives. Mod
erate HPE, in turn, causes varying disabilities: prob
lems moving, seizures, inability to speak or eat solid 
foods, and facial defects.

Specialists can help, yet parent after parent tells 
of doctors who dismissed them.

“There is a huge amount of ignorance out there in 
the physician community,” said Dr. Hal Urschel III, 
who knew little about HPE until his son Chance was 
born with it.

Frustrated by the hunt for care, his family’s Don 
and Linda Carter Foundation recruited specialists and 
established HPE centers at Krieger, Texas Scottish 
Rite Hospital for Children in Dallas, Stanford Uni
versity, Rutgers University, and the Children’s Hos
pital of Philadelphia.

The centers provide HPE exams, enroll patients 
in treatment studies, and guide families to medical in
formation and resources for equipment like wheel
chairs. Many services are free to families; check 
http://www.stanford.edu/group/hpe for information.

What these scientists learn about IIPE could open 
new insight into numerous other brain disorders, such 
as cerebral palsy.

Nobody knows what causes 1 IPE. Mothers with 
diabetes or abnonnally low cholesterol levels seem at 
higher risk of having an HPE baby. Occasionally is it 
inherited. Various drugs or chemicals are suspects.

Doctors can’t rebuild a malformed brain. Still, 
“we’ve seen a lot of progress,” said Nancy Clegg of 
Texas Scottish Rite, describing drugs that ease some 
movement problems.

Now cutting-edge brain tests promise to deter
mine why one child fares so much worse than anoth
er, and what cognitive function patients who can’t 
move or speak actually have.

How? Rutgers scientists measure IQ by tracking 
a child's eye gaze. Another test measures fleeting 
electrical impulses to pinpoint which brain regions 
function best. Figure that out and scientists might one 
day push those regions to work better, said neurosci
entist April Benasich.

Cancer treatment 
may be dangerous

WASHINGTON (AP) — A com
pound that seemed like a promis
ing new weapon in the battle 
against cancer may face a cloud
ed future following the discovery 
that it kills human liver cells.

The agent, called TRAIL, has 
been under investigation for use 
against many types of cancer be
cause it causes cancerous ceils to 
die. It had proven safe in mice and 

, non-human primates and human 
tests were on the near horizon.

A team of researchers led by 
Stephen C. Strom of the Universi
ty of Pittsburgh discovered that

human liver cells exposed to the 
compound in lab tests were killed. 
Their findings are being published 
in the May issue of the journal Na
ture Medicine.

The drug firms Immunex and 
Genentech have been working to
gether on the development of 
TRAIL. Officials there said they 
were forging ahead with the de
velopment while also working with 
Strom, who has advised them of 
his findings.

“We are certainly not dismiss
ing Dr. Strom’s findings. In fact, 
quite to the contrary, we are work
ing closely with him,” said Doug 
Williams, chief technology officer 
at Immunex.

Williams said there are ques
tions about whether the molecule

used in Strom's tests is exactly 
the same as the type developed 
by Immunex and Genentech and 
also whether its effect in a work
ing liver would be the same as in 
liver cells in a lab test.

Anger may lead 
to more attacks

DALLAS (AP) — People who are 
highly anger-prone are nearly 
three times more likely to have a 
heart attack, a study found.

The connection between anger 
and heart attacks held true even 
after researchers took into ac
count other major risk factors 
such as high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, smoking and obesity.

“The implications of our study 
are that anger could potentially 
lead to heart attacks, especially 
among middle-aged men and 
women with normal blood pres
sure,” said Janice Williams, an epi
demiologist in Atlanta who led the 
study while at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

The study adds to previous re
search showing a link between 
heart health and depression, hos
tility and other emotions.

Previous studies have shown 
that stress hormones constrict 
blood vessels and may trigger a 
blockage in the arteries.

The latest findings appear in 
Monday’s issue of Circulation, a 
journal of the American Heart 
Association.

\reyou Facing An Unplanned Pregnancy?
...Head Ful Or Questions? 7i
V Straight Answers on Abortion, Adoption and 

Parenting
V Referals for Medical Assistance 

¥ Support Groups with Other Pregnant Aggies
Aggieland Pregnancy Outreach, Inc. 

(979) 764-6636 
www.pregnancyoutreach.org

ATTENTION MUSICIANS:

Auditions for the University Symphonic 
and Concert Bands are happening now!

For information or to schedule an audition please contact:

Dr. Tim Rhea 
Adams Band Building 

845-3529 
trhea@tamu.edu
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A GREAT WAY TO SELL, AN AFFORDABLE WAY TO BUY

BUY • SELL • CONSIGN • QUALITY PRE-OWNED 
Furniture • Electronics • Appliances 

Computers • Video Games • CDs
Sell Your No Longer Needed 

Furniture • Electronics • Appliances 
To Us! Top Dollar Paid!

Free Pick-up On Large Items
AT Rent World *7 >7 >■ .7 q /r o
1865 Briarcrest Dr. £ £ ^X" “ £

Bryan (across from Bryan High)________________________________________________

Complimentary Coffee 
and Hot Chocolate

During Finals

In the Evans Library Lobby 
and the West Campus Library Lobby

Starting 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 4 and 

Sunday, May 7 - Tues., May 9
Courtesy of Food Services, Evans Library, 

and West Campus Library

CRAWFISH FESTIVAL
Old Town Spring, Texas

(25 min. from Houston)
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HOPE PREGNANCY CENTERS
OF BRAZOS VALLEY

FACING AN UNPLANNED 
PREGNANCY?

YOU DON'T HAVE TO FACE IT ALONE.
Pregnancy Peer Counseling Service 

Complete Confidentiality 
Information on Abortion Risks

Free Pregnancy Test
Mon., Tues. & Thurs. 9-8 • Wed. & Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 8-12

846-1097 3620 E. 29TH ST • BRYAN

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH AVAILABLE
★ , *

•vcp:

GALL
764-8999

Furnished
2 & 4 bedroom apartments 
Individual leases/private bedrooms 
Close to campus on bus route 
Full size washer & dryer 
Computer, copier, fax available 
Swimming pool 
Pool tables, fitness center 
Volleyball & tennis courts
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APARTMENTS

COME VISIT OUR 
LEASING OFFICE AT:

950
COLGATE DR.

PAT GREEN Fri, May 12th 

Fri, May 19th CORY MORROW
^3-220-2000 Access-.CR^

MCAT
Better Scores, Better Schools

Over 100 hours of extensive preparation.

August MCAT classes 
begin May 27th.
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TAGHeuer
SWISS MADI SiNCF I860

John D. Huntley
Class of ‘79

313 B South College Avenue 
College Station, TX 77840 

(409) 846-8916
An authorized TAG Heuer dealer.

Locations also at: Univ. of Alabama • Florida Stale Univ. • Indiana Univ. • Kansas State Univ. • Louisiana State Univ. • Miami Univ • Univ of Mississippi • Mississippi 
State Univ • Pennsylvania State Univ. • Univ. of Florida • Univ. of Georgia • Univ. of Illinois • Univ. of Kentucky • Univ. of Oklahoma * Univ. of South Carolina • Austin. 
Texas • Univ. ol West Florida Village

CONCERT BY THE LAN*
BIG CREEK PARK

FEATURING

GRANGER SMITH
THE HO* ? CANO
$ 5.00 A 

PERSON 
OR

$ 20.00 A 
CAR OR 
TRUCK 
LOAD

PAY AT 
THE 

GATE

GATE
OPENS

AT
6:00 PM 
BAND 

STARTS 
8:00 PM

7 PIECE COUNTRY WESTERN BAND

FRIDAY, MAY 5 «l.
I 2:00 A.M.

8:00 P.M’ -

BEER AVAILABLE WITH ID SOFT DRINKS & FOOD
HWY 60 WEST

BIG CREEK PARK

HWY 60 WESTc—< COLLEGE
STATION

CAMPSITES AVAILABLE: FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 979 - 596-1616 
ANY QUESTIONS CONCERNING CONCERT CALL 979 - 596-2426 •

http://www.stanford.edu/group/hpe
http://www.pregnancyoutreach.org
mailto:trhea@tamu.edu
http://www.review.com

