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Bush criticized
for inaction

AUSTIN (AP) — Gov. George W. 
Bush, who was on the campaign trail 
Wednesday, got a double dose of criti
cism in his home state.

Civil rights groups demanded that 
Bush seek the resignation of the state 
health commissioner over his comments 
about teen pregnancy and 1 lispanics, wbile 
some Republi
can women 
urged Bush to 
block new pol
lution permits in 
Houston, the 
nation’s smog- 
giest city.

Members of 
several advoca
cy and minority 
groups, mean
while, called on 
the Republican 
presidential 
nominee-in
waiting to de
mand the resig
nation of Texas

“The irresponsible and 
bigoted statements is
sued by Texas State 
Health Commissioner 
Dr. William R. Archer 
III have caused great 
harm to all Texans”

— Gil Gamez 
member of the Texas League of United 

Latin American Citizens

Health Commissioner Re\Tt Archer.
Archer has been under tire since say 

ing earlier this month that 1 lispanics arc 
culturally resistant to the idea that “get
ting pregnant is a bad thing.”

“If I were to go to a Hispanic com
munity and say. ‘Well, v\c need to get 
you into family planning,’ they say, 
‘No, I want to be pregnant.’ ’’ he told 
The New York Times.

Archer issued a written apology and 
followed up with an in-person apology 
to state lawmakers.

But on Wednesday, the Texas f ree
dom Network, League of United Latin 
American Citizens, Mexican-American 
Legal Defense & 1 ducational Fund and 
Rainbow Coalition said apologies 
weren’t enough.

“The irresponsible and bigoted state-

ance of racism 
and sexism,” 
said Samantha 
Smoot, direc
tor of the 
Texas Free
dom Network.

“These
questions will 
persist until 
Commissioner 
Archer re
signs.” said 
Smoot, whose 
group was 
founded in 
1995 to 
counter the po

litical power of religious conservatives.
Archer “has no plans to resign.” said 

his spokesperson. Doug McBride.
“Again, he regrets the wrong im

pressions. He’s apologized. He’s look
ing forward to w orking with all Texans 
to address the public health issues of all 
Texans,” McBride said.

Bush spokesperson Mike Jones said 
the governor is satisfied with Archer's 
apology and w ouldn’t seek his resignation.

“Dr. Archer has explained and 
apologized for his awkward and inar
ticulate language and explained his 
true positions. Teen pregnancy is a se
rious problem in every segment in so
ciety and that’s why the governor has 
addressed it as a priority in Texas,” 
Jones said. “Governor Bush does not 
tolerate racism in any form.”
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of Government & F*ublic Service
Texas A&M University

Graduating in May with a BA or BS?
Working on a graduate degree at Texas A&M?

The George Bush School of Government & Public Services
Announces a New

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN ADVANCED 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

The Bush School will offer a new 12 credit hour graduate 
program in international affairs. This exciting program will equip 
participants with essential knowledge of the world that can be used 
in careers in government, private business and the expanding world 
of nongovernmental and not-for-profit organizations.

Start as early as May 2000 to enhance your international 
expertise. For more information on this new program call Nikki 
Jones at (979) 862-3469 or email njones@bushschool.tamu.edu

Think Globally

Join us for the Sth Annual
Games

Fun
Music 

Git/e Aways 
Free Refreshments

This celebration is for families and students, 
young and old - EVERYONE who lives on 

PLANET EARTH!

Saturday,
April 29, 2000 

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
/olf Pen Creek Amphitheater Rain\J Date 

May 6, 2000

This event will feature community wide education on: 

Water Conservation Energy Conservation
xft Water Quality ^ Waste Reduction

"Zt Recycling ^ Composing

Sponsored by the Cities of Bryan and College Station Energy, Solid Wastes, and Water Services Departments, 
The Brazos Valley Solid Waste Management Agency, and Texas A&M University Physical Plant.

- ginsday. April 27.2000

LaMesa prison riot 
claims one inmate liltJ

ments issued by Texas State Health 
Commissioner Dr. William R. Archer III 
have caused great harm to all Texans,” 
said Gil Gamez, of Texas LULAC.

“We’re putting (iovemor Bush on no
tice: as his appointee to the post of com
missioner of health, Archer’s comments 
only fuel questions about Governor 

-------------------------------- Bush’s toler-

LAMESA(AP) Prison officials 
Wednesday continued investigating a 
riot at a West Texas lockup invoh ing 
about 300 black and Hispanic in
mates, some wielding garden tools, 
that left one inmate dead and live oth
ers in intensive care.

The Tuesday night melee at the min
imum- to medium-security Smith Unit 
left a total of 31 prisoners injured. The 
prison about 60 miles south of Lubbock 
remained under lockdown Wednesday.

“We believe it was very racially moti
vated,” viid Larry Todd, a Texas depart
ment of Criminal Justice spokesperson.

Another prison spokesperson, Lar
ry Fitzgerald, said the riot appeared to 
center in the prison's recreation >ard 
hut evolved out of a fight involving two 
inmates in a dining hall.

It was there that a Hispanic inmate 
confronted a black inmate who was 
fondling himself in front of a female 
officer, Fitzgerald said. Word of the 
confrontation then spread.

“It started off with a si 
lighting, and the guards gotta 
control. Then another groupd 
one, and the tight got biggeuq 
ger until it got to the pointofa: 
riot,” said John Barton,spokes 
for Warden Lupe Lozano.

“Some white inmates 
the light, hut it was mostly die 
and Hispanic inmates whowetdj 
ing," Todd said.

()ne of the prison's kiteta 
gutted b\ lire in the melee.

State corrections officials x 
took about 300 guards to site | 
equal number of inmates. The 
bancc began around 6:30p.Ea 
under control by midnight. 
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News in Brief
Snickers shoplifter 
to get new trial

TYLER (AP) — An East Texas 
man sentenced to 16 years in 
prison for swiping a $1 candy bar 
will get a new day in court after a 
judge found evidence of jury mis
conduct during his trial.

Visiting Judge Gene Ater ruled 
Tuesday that Kenneth Payne III de
serves a new trial after two jurors 
admitted that Payne's failure to tes
tify in his case was considered dur
ing deliberations.

The two also said a fellow juror, 
a former corrections officer, told ju
rors that Payne would still get out 
within four or five years, even if 
they gave him a 16-year sentence.

Judge Ater set Payne's bond at 
$3,000 and scheduled a new trial

for June 26. However, Payne 
bond out of jail because au 
ties are holding him for ape: 
revocation.
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GALVESTON (AP)-A 
ble in Galveston Countyv 
rowly lost in an April 11 runoff 
tion has filed a lawsuit aski(| 
the results be set aside 
of unspecified violations 

In the lawsuit, Daniel Cm 
said the results of then 
inaccurate.

Galveston County Districti 
ney Mike Guarino said there^ 
been no requests for his offc 
investigate election fraud regac 
the constable's race.
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Better Scores, Better School*

Over 100 hours of extensive preparation. 
Over 4,000 pa</es of the most up-to-date
practice mntenaJ.

Invest in your future! 
Classes begin May 27th in College 
Station and June 3rd in Dallas. 

Call today!
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//LADIES' NIGHT
Ladies 18 & up 
in free all night

$1 pints all night 
$1 bar drinks 'til ll pm

$2 Tap Teas all night

696-5570
for details

Party Safe and Designate a Driver. 
FREE soft drinks for Designated Drivers 

www.tapbcs.com

http://www.4.0andGo.com
mailto:njones@bushschool.tamu.edu
http://www.review.com
http://www.tapbcs.com

