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Howard looks to Olympics
BY JASON LINCOLN

The Battalion

In 1996, Devin Howard made his debut 
on the national scene at the Olympic Trials. 
He finished 10th, eight places away from a 
trip to the Atlanta Games.

Four years later, Howard is returning to 
the Olympic Trials. This time he is in posi
tion to swim his way to Sydney for the 2000 
Summer Games.

Howard was fresh out of high school at 
the time of his first trial. He would soon 
join the Texas A&M swim team, where he 
slowly worked his way up the national 
rankings as he waited for the next chance to 
reach the Olympics — the pinnacle of a 
swimmers career.

That chance will come on Aug. 9-16 as 
Howard will join America’s best swimmers 
at Indiana University. Only the top two in 
each event will earn a trip to Australia. The 
rest will have to wait another four years.

Competing against the best became a ne
cessity as he quickly excelled under A&M 
coach Mel Nash and the Aggie program.

In his first two seasons as an Aggie, 
Howard began making his mark on the col
legiate scene, twice qualifying for the 
NCAA Championships.

Then in 1998-99, as a junior, Howard 
stepped up to the next level and began com
peting on the international scene. It started at 
the FINA World Cup hosted by Texas A&M.

Howard swam 2:00.58 in the 200-meter 
butterfly, his signature event. It was good 
enough for fifth place and a top-20 world 
ranking. Howard had found his new niche.

His international competition peaked in 
the summer of 1999 with a bronze medal

performance in the 200-fly at the Pan 
American Games.

“He’s a dogged competitor, and he’s 
feisty in races,” Nash said. “There’s an ob
noxious streak in him when he’s racing. But 
that is a good thing.”

Howard has been storming the world 
scene lately, as he prepares for his 
Olympic goal.

After representing the United States in a 
pair of World Cups, he joined 12 other men to 
be part of the American delegation to the Short 
Course World Championships in Athens, 
Greece, the site of the 2004 summer games.

Howard came back with a gold medal as 
part of the 800-meter freestyle relay. 
Howard swam in the morning portion of the 
relay that set an American record, while top 
ranked U.S. swimmer Neil Walker rested for 
the finals.

That evening, with Walker in Howard’s 
place, the team set a world record and a new 
American record, and Howard returned 
home with a gold medal. Howard swam the 
200-fly in two minutes fiat, finishing 14th in 
the field of over 40 countries.

Over 20 American records and a dozen 
world records were set in Athens as the 
United States team went on to win the meet.

“The Short-Course Worlds were great be
cause it was the fastest competition I have 
ever faced,” Howard said. “It was great get
ting to see some other competition, besides 
the same people you always face in the 
States. It was a great experience.”

In 1999, after the national meet, Howard 
was ranked fifth in the nation in the 200-fly. 
After this year’s national meet, he was 
passed by two swimmers because he did not 
compete.

Howard is qualified in five events for the 
Olympic Trials — the 100- and 200-fly, the 
200- and 400-individual medley and the 
200-free.

“Now I have a little bit of an advan
tage,” Howard said. “I can look back to 
four years ago to prepare. Now I am a lot 
more experienced physically and mentally. 
Things that bothered me then won’t effect 
me this year.”

Howard plans to focus on only the 200- 
fly and 200-free for the actual trials.

Howard’s current time of two minutes in 
the fly is about three seconds shy of the sec
ond-ranked Ugur Taner. Meanwhile, Tom 
Malchow dominates the event at 1:55.

“Devin is really coming into his own for 
his age,” Nash said. “He’s in range of mak
ing the games. He’s not an odds-on favorite, 
but he definitely has a shot to get there.”

Howard has four more months of prepa
ration to drop his time at least two seconds, a 
difficult feat for swimmers at his level.

The rest will come from his stubborn, 
never-give-in nature to qualify him a spot 
in Sydney.
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• ; f i o-i Aoow is looking lor i-,r.2 gir|s |o sublease 1 bdm w/half bath for summer. 
Lifeguards 'Wranglei 'j |_0,j 822-9204

cihtators 'Adventure Team Leadr ji|____________________________________________________
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. . , „I ASAp! 2bdrm/2bth new mobile home,

Tanjgi 405-0746.

ROOMMATES

A-cmio on the GueaupeRM' 'Aoclnmate for 2bdm/2bth apt. Summer sublease 
d May 20-August It +1£billsW/DSarah 693-5236 «

ornate needed Summer Sublease University 
|on$2bdm/1.5bth furnished Reduced rent 250/moLOST & FOUND

nent ring at Chili Fest AprW<
roommate wanted summer sublease 

, !67.50/mo., W/D, yard, no pets, call Laura 408-0244

4 ISG E LLANEOiiv ^ma|e t0 Share 3bdm/2bth Townhouse. 2-Blocks from
„ . ... „ „; ittnpuson buse route 764-9490 or 693-2652

po, Okinawan Kobujrtsu, NoM’VL____________________________________________________
raying Mantis Kung Fu. 1 smale. l-room available in 4bdrm/2bth, furnished, 
ihm Na, Self Defense, Wea;.' 145flho May-July, Sterling. 696-5240.

■needed beginning summer. New 3bdrm/3bth duplex 
No experience necessary. Ai/tffFwp&Ptechase Sub. Nice yard. $350/mo. +1/2bills.

omedy, Neal Simon's The
>1. Rudder Forum, April 12-ttt^

MOTORCYCLE
gs650, runs great lool

Blackhawk 750 10,000/miles Pt';:j 

nego. 695-7196

550cc black w/windshield aid#1 

$1700/o.b.o. 268-7550

PETS
lab. Born 2/16/00. good hunfnj '-J 
id, socialized, cute, lots of filial 

413.

inmate needed 2bd/2bth, University Commons, 
om/bath, W/D, shuttle route, $382/mo.+1/2bills 
8-9198.

[nmate needed 2bdrm/2bth duplex. Behind Hilton 

■ For details contact yunav@aol.com Non-smok- 
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Jons Apartments. 2bdrm/2bth, furnished, shuttle- 
|reduced rent, only $300/mo. 694-2371.

(Roommate needed. Summer sublease 
1/1 bth, $275/mo. 1/2bills, on shuttle route. 694-

Inate Fall- Spring. Brick 4bdrm, male, Christian
|, $298/mo. (800)443-8110(7180).

nate wanted 1-block from campus W/D 846-3376

pies, Kittens. Cats. Dogs. ■- er Sublease 3-bedroom 31/2-bath 2-rooms avail- 
os Animal She ter-775-5755 ____. .. ---------... __ , ____ ,____ _____ .os Animal Shelter- 775-5755.

ipies - black . Ready Now! 0
2 - Lexington.

blood Python for sale W/ cagt t* 
d $150 ask for Nick or leave messi/J

cockatiel for sale, can wolf wltf Jp 
ner studying abroad lall-2000. E*

'5. Amy 695-0639.

fry spacious $390/ea Ashford Duplexes furnished 
I28

er Sublease F/roommate, 2bdrm/2bth, nice 
$325/mo. +utilities. Jennifer 260-7528.

r Sublease May-Aug Duplex on Webhollow. M/F 
l room &bath upstairs. Very nice, close to campus 
) +1/4util Jeff 229-9175

herd puppies ARC 0FA pedigree; 
1e. Parents on premises S<W5 

an cary@tamu.edu 693-8373

y Pups - ARC, 1st shots, Nad113 

Blue-eyed, masked beautei

|er sublease. F-roommate needed. 3bdrm/2ba 
$300/mo. Call 492-3819.

Jmale roommates needed for a 3bdrm/2bth house, 
fo' summer/fall, one for fall. All utilities paid, 

Jamie 695-7898 or jng6553@cs.com

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE
reroom, carport, large fenced t»1 
4,900. Alford {.Company flea"j 

7.

R RENT MONEY. New 4tr- 
js, near bus-route, located all! 
'0. Call 846-5800.

ROOMMATES
immate needed 3bdm/2b!h f'' 

illties. Adrienne 693-9092
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iGHER GRE SCORE GUARANTEED! $199 for 
I professional instruction. 7764-0080

qexas Defensive Driving. Lots-of-fun, Laugh-a-lotl!
dismissal/insurance discount. M-T(6pm-9pm), 

|j(6pm-9pm), Fri.&Sat- Fri(6pm-8pm) &Sat(10am- 

Sat(8am-2:30pm). Inside BankofAmerica. 
Ins welcome. $25/cash. Lowest price allowed by 
i111-Univ. Dr., Ste.217. 846-6117. Show-up

early. (CP-0017).
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il/College Station. Credit Cards, Checks, Cash. 
1983.
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IN THE AFTERNOON!

Radio News 
from the newsroom of

Ttn

BATTALION
campus and community news 

1:57 p.m.
Monday through Friday

on KAMU-FM 90.9
College Station / Bryan

Come learn what your government does 
not want you to know about UFOs. ..

Using the Freedom of Information Actf several UFO research organizations 
have recenfiy obtained once-secret government documents concerning 

“flying saucers’*. These, and other newly*deciassified documents reveal that 
UFOs do exist and, further, indicate that the U.S. Government has been 

engaged in a massive cover-up designed to keep the facts from the public.

“UFOs - THE HIDDEN HISTORY”
A slide-tape program and lecture by Robert Hastings

April 13,2000 
Rudder Theater 

7 pm

Presented by MSC Current Issues
Awareness
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