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HOUSTON (AP) — A rail-riding 
Irifter accused of being a notorious se- 
ial killer asked that an insanity defense 
lanned for him be withdrawn, that the 
udge in his capital murder trial that 
itarted Tuesday be absent during jury 
election and that potential jurors in his 
:ase not be questioned by attorneys.

The requests from Angel Maturi- 
oResendiz, 40, came as a 60-person 

lury pool assembled for the first steps 
in his trial on charges he killed a Hous- 
on-area physician, Claudia Benton,
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in an intermittent rampage from 1997- 
99. He became known as “the railroad 
Ciller” because ofthe proximity of train 
tracks to the scenes of the slayings.

At a 45-minute hearing Tuesday 
held while potential jurors began 

filling out 12-page questionnaires 
elsewhere in the Harris County Crim
inal Justice Center — State District 
Judge William Harmon withheld a 
ruling on Maturino Resendiz’s request 
to drop the insanity defense.

Harmon, however, denied the de
fendant's other requests regarding 
jury selection.

His court-appointed lawyer, Allen 
Tanner, said Maturino Resendiz 
would prefer the first 12 people be se
lected from the jury pool and did not 
like the idea that potential jurors must 
indicate they would be willing to vote 
forthe death penalty in his case. Such 
questioning, Maturino Resendiz con
tended, would be unconstitutional.

know you have to check 
records, or whatever, but you should 
not check their minds,” Maturino Re
sendiz, standing before Harmon at the 
bench, said. “You may not want some 
kind of criminal there, but it’s against 
the American Constitution to question

Extra effort made to include 
students in 2000 Census

AUSTIN (AP) — In Central Texas, making certain the 2000 
census counts the area’s approximately 125,000 college students 
is a question of some pretty big numbers.

For every person not included, the com
munity is projected to lose $ 150 a year, of
ficials said.

And the census count, which is the mea
sure used to determine where federal mon
ey goes, remains the gospel for a decade. In 
Austin alone, a student undercount — esti
mated at almost 5 percent — translated into 
about $ 13 million in lost money in the ’90s.

“Students are such a large portion of the 
Austin area, it’s crucial they be counted,” 
said Leslie Lawson, a local census 
spokesperson.

“They drive on our roads. They go to 
our libraries. They go to our parks. They 
swim in our pools,” said city demographer Ryan Robinson.

“They are very much citizens of Austin, more so than other 
communities. That’s one reason Austin is very much at risk of 
being undercounted,” he said.

"Students are such 
a large portion of 
the Austin area, 
it's crucial they 
he counted."

— Leslie Lawson 
Local census spokesperson

Because federal money goes directly to the communities where 
the students are counted, extra efforts are being made in Austin, 
San Marcos and Georgetown to ensure that no one is left out.

The ground rules say students who at
tend colleges and universities in Central 
Texas should complete census forms where 
they attend school rather than being count
ed by their parents. But census officials said 
confusion remains a factor in the student 
undercount.

Further complications arise because 
spring break in Central Texas coincides with 
the census mailing, and there is concern that 
the forms get lost among the junk mail that 
piles up when students are gone for a week.

And when census workers follow up 
from late April through the summer, most 
students will have gone home.

The importance of an accurate count is clear to Ron Patter
son, director of planning for San Marcos. His community was 
undercounted almost 20 percent in 1990, and he believes more 
than half was attributable to missed college students.

Travis County inmate escapes 
by using fellow cellmate’s identity
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AUSTIN (AP) — Travis County au
thorities were still looking Tuesday for 
an inmate who fooled jailers into letting 
him go by posing as a cellmate.

Jamaal Herring, 23, memorized cell
mate Willie Smith’s birth date and Social 
security number and reported to guards 
when they called for Smith to be released 
from the county’s downtown booking fa
cility Sunday.

Although mug shots and finger
prints are taken when an arrest is made, 
that information is not available to of
ficers at the time of release, said Sher
iff Margo Frasier.

Identities are verified when jailers 
ask for biographical infonnation, such 
as telephone numbers, birth date and 
next of kin. Officers also compare sig
natures by the prisoners at the time of 
arrest and release.

Officers realized their mistake when 
they found the real Smith in his cell about 
an hour later

“Evidently, our convicts know how

the system works and he was in the hold
ing cell with other experienced arrestees,

"Evidently, our 
convicts know how 
the system works 
and he was in the 
holding cell with 
other experienced 
arrestees, or fre
quent flyers as we 
call them."

— Chief Deputy Dan Richards

or frequent flyers as we call them,” said 
Chief Deputy Dan Richards.

Authorities consider Herring dan

gerous, Richards said. Herring was be
ing held on parole violation charges 
from a five-year sentence for substance 
abuse, possession of a firearm and re
taliation against officers.

Authorities believed he was still in 
the Austin area Tuesday, Richards said.

Richards said authorities are in
vestigating where the breakdown oc
curred but would not say if a specific 
procedure was ignored during Her
ring’s release.

The facility processes about 57,000 
felony and misdemeanor arrests a year.

“We do think there were a couple of 
things that could have been done, and 
should have been done,” Richards said.

Frasier said the release process 
should be more secure when bookings 
are done at a new criminal justice center 
now under construction.

The new facility will include a new 
computer system and electronic wrist
bands for prisoners to provide instant 
identification.
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Graduation
BONUS

PARKED HERE
‘ “

WWW

“ !gmgrad.com/scr
College Grads get $600* off 

when you buy any Chevrolet, Oldsmobile, 
Pontiac or GMC Vehicle.

CHEVY

WEXL BE THERE'

CHEVY TRUCKS
ir‘***ir*‘*fc S'-*#*"* /A. OtMlE

Do one thing. Do it well.
GMAC

*Available only to eligible college graduates who are residents of AR, LA, OK, TX and select counties in AL, CO, IA, IL, 
KS, KY, MO, MS, NE, NM, SD and TN. You must be within 6 months of graduation or have graduated within the past 2 

years from a two-year or four-year college. Certificate program students are not eligible. You must take retail delivery from 
participating dealer stock between 3/01/00 and 6/30/00. May not be combined with other targeted offers. "GMAC” is a 

registered service mark of the General Motors Acceptance Corporation.

Take a Test Drive and Get a $50
.Certificate at these Participating Dealers!

Shop on-line for clothing, books and more at over 70 e-tailers.
‘Offer good while supplies last only at participating dealers. Available only to residents of AK, LA, OK, IX and select counties in 

L, KS, KY, MO NE, NM, SD and TN. Offer is of ..................................... ............................................AL, CO, IA, IL, KS, KY, MO NE, NM, SD and TN. Offer is open to students at least 18 years of age with a valid drivers license, e-mail address 
and student ID or diploma since 5/98. Visit www.gmgrad.com/scr for complete GM Test Drive Certificate program rules.

HEMPSTEAD. TX
Lawrence Marshall Chevrolet-Olds 

(713) 627-7425

EDINBURG. TX
Bert Ogden Motors - Edinburg 

(956) 381-4444

CoServ is the nation’s first single source utilities company providing 
electric, gas, telephone, cable TV, Internet, security/fire, broadband, 
engineering and construction services to the North Texas area. We are 
a dynamic, rapidly growing company with unlimited career opportunities. 
CoServ offers competitive salaries and a comprehensive benefits and 
compensation benefits and compensation package, which includes 
company-paid medical insurance, dental and vision benefits, 401 (k), 
retirement plan, paid vacations and sick leave, nine paid holidays each 
year and more!

We are currently seeking Electric Engineering or Engineering Technology 
majors who desire a challenging and rewarding opportunity in a full-time, 
entry-level position with CoServ. Resumes may be submitted by email to 
humanresources@coserv.com, by faxing to 940-270-6688 or by mailing 
to CoServ, Attn. Human Resources, 7701 S. Stemmons, Corinth, Texas 
75065. Please reference the job title Electrical Engineer. For more infor
mation, visit our website at www.coserv.com 

Come explore our world and see how we can change yours for the better!

V____________ ______________J
THE ORIGINAL

TACO CA&AIM
MEXICAN PATIO CAFE

- OPEN 24 HOURS -

Homemade Mexican Food 
We Cater ALL Occassions

Be sure to visit oyr newly remodeled Bryan location.

*701 TX Ave. South 2410 Briarcrest
College Station Bryan **-■»-

693-1904 776-0555
Now Accepting Aggie Bucks!T

Texas A&M Bus Operations 
Now Hiring

Apply on-line using Millennium 
(http://faid.tamu.edu)

Or come by Bus Operations to pick up an application

Deadline is April 7, 2000
For more information call 845-1971
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Recruit the 
Class of 2005!!!

Applications Due this Friday!
March 31st by 5:00 PM in ACAD 101

Pick up an App at the Honors Office (ACAD 101) 
or Apply on-line at: http://acs.tamu.edu/~ccg4775

E-mail: HiP@aphonors.tamu.edu 

NO HONORS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!

PROFITABLE NUMBER! 845-0569 
The Battalion CLASSIFIEDS
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