
NCAAW March Madness™ 2000 Tournament
Date: Thursday, March 30 

Time: 5:00 PM 
@ Duddley’s Draw
Are vou the Best???

Register to play and get FREE stuff. 
(Games, T-shirts, etc.)

Signups begin at 4:15 PM.
Come and prove that you are the best player 

at Texas A&M University.
The Final Tournament Winner takes home an 

EA SPORTS prize package worth *300.
BEST SANDWICHES 

IN TOWN!

For more EA SPORTS event info, contact Brian Wickham 
694-7610 or b wick00hotmail.com

SPORTS
Page 12 THE BATTALION Wednesday, Marti.'-

Women’s Final Four assembles in P

MSC TownHall Presents...

Coffeehouse

Free
Food

Free
Comedy

Free
Music

Open
Mic

Come and make a new friend. 
Friday, March 31st 

Rumours Cafe at 7:00

(AP)—Nothing I ike going back home 
to try to win a national championship.

Connecticut, Penn State, Tennessee 
and Rutgers will assemble in Philadel
phia for the women's NCAA tournament 
Final Four, and there is a strong Philly 
flavor running throughout the group.

Connecticut coach Geno Auriemma 
and Penn State’s Rene Portland both 
grew up in Philadelphia. Vivian Stringer 
of Rutgers once coached at Cheyney 
State, which is just outside the city.

It will be homecoming from some 
players as well. Penn State’s Andrea Gar
ner and Rashana Barnes, Rutgers’ 
Shavvnetta Stewart and Tennessee’s 
Kristen Clement are Philly products.

Look for those personal cheering sec
tions to be a little larger and louder than 
usual.

“We’ve been talking about it since 
the beginning of the year, since last 
year,” Garner said. “We knew it was in 
Philly and we said we were going back 
there. We had a lot of people behind us 
thinking we could, too. We appreciate 
that support. Philly, here we come.”

Penn State (30-4) will arrive full of 
confidence after a dominating 86-65 vic
tory' over Louisiana Tech in the Midwest 
Regional final.

The Lady Lions will need that confi
dence and more because they face No. 1 - 
ranked Connecticut (34-1) in the nation
al semifinals on Friday night.

Connecticut has overwhelmed one 
opponent after another with its depth and 
talent, which includes first-team All- 
Americans Shea Ralph and Svetlana 
Abrosimova. And though LSU staved

with the Huskies for much of the game 
before Connecticut prevailed 86-71 in 
the East Regional, Tigers coach Sue 
Gunter saw enough to declare, “I would 
say they would have to be the prohibitive 
favorite.”

Connecticut and Penn State have met 
once before this season, the Huskies win
ning 87-74 on Dec. 5.

The Tennessee-Rutgers game sends 
the coach who has more Final Four ap
pearances and national championships 
against the first coach to take three 
schools to the Final Four.

Tennessee coach Pat Summitt is in 
the Final Four for the 12th time and is 
seeking her seventh title. Stringer had Fi
nal Four teams at Cheyney and Iowa be
fore working her magic again at Rutgers, 
a school she promised to make the “Jew
el of the East” when she was hired in 
July 1995.

“She’s a phenomenal woman,” Rut
gers’ Linda Miles said. “She’s a coach 
who gets you to buy into a philosophy of 
defense.”

Rutgers (26-7), the West Regional 
champion, will show up in Philadelphia 
with a pesky matchup zone, which has 
put the clamps on its last three oppo
nents. The Scarlet Knights gave up 39 
points and then 45 before beating Geor
gia 59-51 to earn the school’s first Final 
Four trip.

Tennessee (32-3) hopes it will have 
All-American Tamika Catchings at full 
strength to crack that zone. Catchings 
sprained her right ankle in the Lady Vols’ 
57-44 Midwest Regional victory over 
Texas Tech, and though she returned to
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sprains have a way of lingering.

It won’t just fall to Catchings, Sum
mitt said.

“They’ll have to play together,” she 
said. “We’ll have to have excellent ball 
movement and player movement. That’s 
what we’ve been able to do a better job 
of since probably late January, early Feb
ruary. We’ve learned to play the game 
better together on the offensive end.”

After winning three straight national 
titles, Tennessee lost in the regional fi
nals last year. That loss motivated this 
team.
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