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Sterkel said the 2000 season has continued the
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he Texas A&M women’s swim team is hosting the 2000 Big 12 Swimming Championships 
eb. 17-19 at the Student Rec Center Natatorium.
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om their positions at Ai' trend of steady improvement in the conference’s tal
ent pool, no pun intended.

Besides the usual suspects of UT and the Uni
versity ofNebraska, who between them are the pro
prietors of every Big 12 championship since the su
perconference's inception in 1996, v arious schools 
have popped up as serious contenders this weekend.

"This year the quality of the Big 12 has risen a 
lot,” Sterkel said. “Kansas, A&M and Nebraska have 
all gotten better.”

Texas A&M women's swimming coach Steve 
Bultman, in his first year at A&M and in Big 12 com
petition, said he had to agree w ith his colleague from

recess were v iolate&M[jTabout the relative leveling of the playing field in 
bjeeted to illegal se£ the conference.

“This is my first year here and I’ve looked at the 
results in the past and clearly Texas and Nebraska 
have dominated the first three years,” Bultman said. 
“But 1 feel like we're swimming a lot better, Kansas 
is definitely improved — even Missouri is a lot bet
ter, so hopefully this could be one of the closer cham
pionships ever.”

The reasons the Aggies could make this a close 
championship starting Thursday are the same reasons 
they have stayed close in the standings all season.

Bultman, acting as if it were simply a foregone 
conclusion who would perfonn in the meet, rattled 
off his choices for A&M’s top performances.

“It's probably going to be the same ones that have 
been doing a great job for us all year,” Bultman said. 
“Monica Williams, Monica Stroman, Tracy Evans, 
Clara 1 lo in the flies, Amy Osmun in the backstroke, 
Kelly Bolton in the sprints, just to name a few.”

Sterkel named virtually the same list about the tal
ent awaiting the rest of the conference at A&M, but 
was also quick to point out that each school has their 
specialty.

“On paper, each school has an event that they can 
win,” Sterkel said.

The schools competing are Iowa State Universi
ty, the University of Kansas, the University of Mis
souri, the University ofNebraska, UT and A&M.

The meet will be running all day Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at the Student Rec Center 
Natatorium.

Ags hit .500 mark with win
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A&M junior forward Jaynetta Saunders attempts to go up for a shot against the 
University of Missouri last night at Reed Arena.
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The Texas A&M women’s basketball team 
won its second home conference game in a row 
and brought its season record to the .500 mark 
after defeating the University of Missouri 66- 
55 Wednesday in Reed Arena.

The Aggies are now 11-11, 3-9 in the Big 
12 Conference, while the Tigers fell to 16-7,6- 
6 in the Big 12.

It was not an easy victory for the Aggies, 
though. With 4:28 left on the clock and the 
game tied 49-49, it seemed the victory was up 
for grabs.

But sophomore guard LaToya Rose 
sparked the Aggie offense with a timely three- 
pointer. That was followed shortly by a field 
goal from junior guard Brandy Jones which 
prompted Missouri coach Cindy Stein to call a 
timeout.

From this point on, the Aggie offense con
tinued to hit its shots from the field and the free 
throw line, helping A&M finish its 17-6 run to 
end the game.

Stein said her Tigers were unable to get 
points against the Aggies in the closing min
utes due to A&M's aggressive defense.

“I think that we absolutely had an offensive 
meltdown,” Stein said. “I give credit to Texas 
A&M. They really attacked our guards and 
made them put the ball down. We weren’t get
ting any good shots off. They outplayed us.”

The Aggie defense was impressive 
Wednesday, getting 19 turnovers from Mis
souri — nine of which came from blocked 
shots and seven from steals.

“I thought their team, they took it at us,” 
Stein said. “They didn’t back down from us. 
They had us on our heels.”

A&M coach Peggie Gillom was excited 
about the win and gave credit to a solid per
formance on both sides of the ball.

"This is a great win for Texas A&M 
women’s basketball tonight,” Gillom said. 
“Tonight we scored some buckets, and we 
played defense and it all came.”

Senior forward Kera Alexander said she no
ticed a difference in how the team played to
gether in this game.

“We played real well as a team,” Alexander 
said. “Down the stretch we have a tendency to 
try to go one-on-one and we kind of each get in 
our own little world. Today we came together.”

Gillom said Missouri is a very talented 
team. By beating them, the Aggies brought an 
end to a four-game Missouri winning streak.

“This is a red-hot team,” Gillom said. “Mis
souri is not bad. I think they folded under our 
pressure tonight.”

Stepping up big for the Aggies was junior 
forward Jaynetta Saunders, who scored a game- 
high 20 points and recovered nine rebounds.

Saunders went out early in the game with a 
twisted knee, but returned shortly to help A&M 
get the win.

“When I came down on my leg, 1 believe 1 
twisted it,” Saunders said. “I came out and 
everyone was telling me ‘suck it up, suck it up, 
you ain’t hurt.' They just told me to play my 
game.”

Three other Aggies scored in double digits. 
Rose chipped in 13 points while senior forward 
Prissy Sharpe and Alexander both ended the 
game with 12 points.

Julie Helm led the way for Missouri with 
16 points, while teammate Amy Monsees 
grabbed a team-high 10 rebounds.
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Some Of The High Tech 
Tools You'll Work With 
At Smith & Associates.

At Smith & Associates while we take our business seriously 
we also work hard at having fun. It's this great environment 
where people can wear shorts, play Ping-Pong and 
Basketball that we believe enables ideas to run freely. This 
kind of thinking has enabled Smith & Associates to become 
one of the #1 ranked non-franchised distributor of semicon
ductors, electric components and peripherals and we're 
growing every day.

COMPONENT 
SALES/PURCHASING

We currently have exceptional opportunities for Sales a nd 
purchasing professionals who are aggressive, interested in 
making money and love the challenge of the "deal". 
Candidates must be self motivated go-getter with excellent 
relationship building and negotiating skills, as well as pos
sess a true, natural sales ability which is what it takes to be 
successful in this competitive industry. Proficiency in a sec
ond language is a plus.
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advanced 
training

■ Aircraft rental

■ Pilot Shop
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approved 141 
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■ VA eligible 
Benefits

On-campus interviews will be held Mon. Feb. 28 & lues., March 7

We offer great benefits including:
Paid time off
Free health club membership 
Casual dress code everyday 
Competitive salary and bonuses

• Matching 401 (k) Program
• Full medical, dental and 

vision benefits
• And more!

www.smithmart.com
An equal opportunity employer M/F/D/V

TSR Wireless
The Smart Place To Buy Wireless

Motorola 
WORDline Fix 
Pager

99<
(Suggested Retail Value $89.95)

‘Six month airtime prepayment required. A*, Motorola and WORDLINE FIX 

are trademarks or registered trademarks of Motorola, Inc All rights reserved.

© MOTOROLA

1500 Minutes for $59.95*
500 Anytime Minutes + 1000 Weekend Minutes

$60 Instant Discount**
on any PrimeCo Phone 
to qualifying customers 
with a signed 2 year 

service agreement

. \ /
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PrimeCo
PERSONAL COMMUNICATIOF

“Price plans must be at least 300 PrimeCo Now Plus plan minutes to 
get promotional weekend discounts. Price shown excludes taxes. Other 
conditions apply. See store for derails Offer ends March 15, 2000. 
tNew activations only. Phone purchase and 2 year service agreement 
required for instant discount. See store for complete details.

Visit TSR Wireless in the 
Post Oak Mall

1500 Harvey Road - 409-694-7243

http://www.smithmart.com

