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Feminist killing focus of women’s rights debates
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Even in death, 

Konca Kuris was denied her last wish — that 
women be allowed to pray alongside men.

It was a desire that cost the religious feminist 
her life.

Police dug up Kuris’ naked body from the 
basement of a hideout used by an Islamic group 
who videotaped weeks of abuse they inflicted be
fore suffocating her.

The bodies of dozens of male victims also have 
been found and a second female victim was dis
covered Friday.

The killings have horrified the country, but 
Kuris’ slaying also has focused attention on the 
role of women in Islam, a flashpoint that was un
derscored when male relatives at her funeral last 
week refused to allow her eldest daughter to pray 
beside her coffin.

“Who are the real Muslims, those who have 
killed Konca or those who go to mosque togeth
er, women and men?” asked Necati Dogru, a

columnist for the newspaper Sabah.
“One more person paid with her life for being 

different and searching for her own voice,” Sibel 
Eraslan, a female commentator, wrote in the Is
lamic newspaper_____________________

But at Ankara’s main 
Kocatepe mosque, wor
shipper Nese Ince spoke 
out against Kuris’ feminist 
brand of Islam.

“I don’t want the Islam 
that I have believed in for 
years to be changed,” she 
said.

“I will carry out my 
mother's last will/'

She demanded the right to pray alongside men 
and that prayers be said in Turkish and not the tra
ditional Arabic, which few Turks understand.

Kuris’ feminist views infuriated Hezbollah, 
__________________  which is dominated by tradi

tional, rural Kurds.
In early 1998, she began to 

receive anonymous telephone 
calls.

"Are you inventing a new 
religion?” the voices asked, 
according to the newspaper 

Milliyet.
In July of that year, three

tlu

— Sirma Kuris 
Konca Kuris' daughter

Kuris at first was a member of the group 
Hezbollah, which seeks to establish an Islamic 
state in southeastern Turkey and which is not re
lated to the Lebanese group of the same name.

She traveled to Iran with a delegation from the 
organization but gradually became disillusioned 
with the group’s attitude toward women.

people kidnapped Kuris from in front of her home 
in the southern port of Mersin, and she was never 
seen again.

Tapes of Kuris’ interrogation were discovered 
about two weeks ago during a police raid on a 
Hezbollah safe house in Istanbul, Sabah reported.

It said they showed people stuffing a picture of

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 
Turkey, into her mouth.

The newspaper also said i 
Kuris of seeking to become a 
Taslima Nasrin, secular Mus 
ered heretics.
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News in Brief
Priests dying of 
AIDS at higher rate

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — Ro
man Catholic priests in the United 
States are dying from AIDS-related 
illnesses at a rate four times high
er than the general population and 
the cause is often concealed on 
their death certificates, The Kansas 
City Star reported Sunday.

In the first of a three-part series, 
the newspaper said death certifi
cates and interviews with experts 
indicated several hundred priests 
have died of AIDS-related illnesses 
since the mid-1980s and hundreds 
more are living with HIV, the virus 
that causes the disease.

“I think this speaks to a failure 
on the part of the church," Auxiliary 
Bishop Thomas Gumbleton of the 
Archdiocese of Detroit said. “Gay 
priests and heterosexual priests 
didn’t know how to handle their sex
uality, their sexual drive. And so 
they would handle it in ways that 
were not healthy.”

The Star received 801 respons
es to questionnaires that were sent

last fall to 3,000 of the 46,000 
priests in the United States. The 
margin of error of the survey was 
3.5 percentage points.

Six of 10 priests responding 
said they knew of at least one 
priest who had died of an AIDS-re- 
lated illness, and one-third knew a 
priest living with AIDS. Three- 
fourths said the church needed to 
provide more education to semi
narians on sexual issues.

“How to be celibate and to be gay 
at the same time, and how to be celi
bate and heterosexual at the same 
time, that’s what we were never real
ly taught how to do. And that was a 
major failing," Gumbleton said.

Demand for Ortho 
Tri-Cyclen soaring

NEW YORK (AP) — Demand for 
one brand of “the pill" is soaring, 
with a little help from sales to 
women who don’t want it as a con
traceptive.

Sales of Johnson & Johnson’s 
Ortho Tri-Cyclen contraceptive pill 
have tripled in the last three years, 
making it by far the No. 1 brand,
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A presentation by Dr. Barbara Rothbaum Ph.D., ABPP

Dr. Rothbaum is an associate professor of psychiatry at 
Emory University School of Medicine in Atlanta GA. She is an 
expert in the field of post-traumatic stress disorder and has 
appeared on the CBS Evening News, Dateline NBC, CNN and 
many other programs. Through her presentation students will 
learn to recognize post-traumatic reactions in themselves and 
others, develop ways to deal with trauma after a major event 
such as Bonfire and differentiate between post-traumatic 
systems that will decline naturally and those that require 

treatment.
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partly because it is the only oral 
contraceptive that also may be sold 
as an acne fighter.

“It’s like getting two drugs in 
one,” Darla Brown, 28, of Houston, 
who has used the pill for two years, 
said. “And it has worked wonders 
on my skin.”

The Food and Drug Administra
tion gave Johnson & Johnson the 
right to sell Ortho Tri-Cyclen for acne 
in 1997 after studies found it 
helped clear the skin of more than 
80 percent of women who took it.

Although health experts say all 
oral contraceptives probably help 
fight acne, only Ortho Tri-Cyclen has 
FDA clearance to advertise the 
added benefit.

Medical ethicists doubt the dou
ble-duty pill is encouraging more 
young girls to have sex, but one 
says it may help them provide a 
smoke screen for their parents — 
allowing them to claim they want 
the drug for acne when their real 
aim is protection from pregnancy.

“Sex and lying have a long his
tory of association,” Arthur Ca- 
plan, director of the Center for 
Bioethics at the University of 
Pennsylvania, said.

Johnson & Johnson has exploit
ed the pill’s pimple-fighting ability 
with magazine ads promoting Ortho 
Tri-Cyclen as a “beauty aid” for 
women 15 and over.

Taiwan holds on 
declaring freedom

TAIPEI. Taiwan (AP) — The pres
idential candidate for Taiwan’s pro
independence opposition party 
promised Sunday that the island 
would not declare independence 
unless mainland China tried to re
take it by force.

Also Sunday. China warned Tai
wanese leaders not to try to write 
the island’s claim to separate sta 
tus into law.

In Taiwan, presidential candidate 
Chen Shui-bian's statement against 
independence marked a major shift 
of the Democratic Progressive Par
ty’s stance ahead of the Mar. 18 
election.

“We will not declare indepen
dence unless China wants to use 
force against us and our people can 
not tolerate or accept it.” Chen told 
a news conference. If elected. Chen
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