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Court-ordered English?
^Controversial judge fines Spanish-speaking defendants

WESLACO (AP) — Municipal Judge Joe I. Carde
nas hands out some controversial advice along with 
the fines in his courtroom, telling some Spanish
speaking defendants they should take English
lessons. ----- ---------------

“Even here in the [Rio Grande]
Valley, you’re much better off if 
you speak the language of the 
country,” Cardenas said yester
day. “It might determine if you get 
a job or don’t get a job.”

Though Cardenas describes it as 
helpful advice, critics said he is out 
of line and is intimidating people 
vho come before him on misde

meanor charges like traffic viola
tions or other minor crimes.

“1 don’t see that it’s his place ________________
to tell people to learn English,”
Weslaco Commissioner Oscar Rios, who publicly 
criticized Cardenas at a recent commission meeting, 
said. “If you’re bilingual, it’s better, especially here 
in the Valley, but 1 feel that if a person wants to learn 
a second language, let it be voluntary.”

“Even here in the [Rio 
Grande] Valley, you’re 
much better of if you 
speak the language of 
the country.”

— Municipal Judge Joe I. Cardenas

Cardenas never makes learning English a re
quirement — he does not even check if someone is 
taken a class. From time to time he informs defen
dants about English classes taught at the local library 

if he thinks they would benefit 
from it, he said.

“If they don’t speak English, I 
will conduct the hearing in Span
ish, but I would prefer that they 
know English and that the forum 
is conducted in English because 
we are in the United States of 
America,” he said.

But it might as well be a court 
order, say some of Cardenas’ de
tractors. Coming from a judge, 
suggestions carry the weight of 

________________ authority, they said.
“It is a humiliation for the 

judge to try and tell us that we should learn Eng
lish,” Luciano Rodriguez, district director for the 
League of United Latin American Citizens in Hidal
go County said. “We have many things to do besides 
learning English.”
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HUNTSVILLE (AP) — A former 
state hospital worker headed to 
the Texas death chamber last 
night for his part in a 1984 shoot
ing spree that left three members 
of a family dead in their East 
Texas home.

James Beathard, 42, a former 
psychiatric technician and sub
stance abuse counselor at the 
Rusk State Hospital, would be the 
second Texas inmate in as many 
days to be put to death and the 
33rd this year. Two more execu
tions are set for next week and at 
least seven already are scheduled 
for January.

Beathard was convicted of the 
death of 14-year-old Marcus 
Hathorn in an Oct. 9, 1984 shoot
ing rampage that also left the 
boy’s parents, Gene and Linda 
Hathorn, dead.

Another son, Gene Hathorn Jr.,

also was convicted of the Trinity 
County killings and sentenced to 
death. His case remains on appeal 
and no execution date for him has 
been set.

“I know whatever I 
have to go to has 
got to be better 
than [death row]”

— James Beathard 
Death-row inmate

“I’ve had 15 years to prepare,” 
Beathard said in a recent death- 
row interview. “I know whatever 
I have to go to has got to be bet
ter than this.”

But he said he worried about his 
mother, wife and a 20-year-old 
daughter, whom he saw earlier this 
year for the first time since she was 
an infant.

“I would endure 10 times the 
worst living than what I am going 
through now for them,” Beathard 
said. “So in that sense, no, I am not 
ready to go.”

The younger Hathorn and 
Beathard worked together at Rusk 
State Hospital until Beathard went 
to college in Nacogdoches, where 
he earned more than 100 credit 
hours at Stephen F. Austin State 
University.

Court records indicated 
Hathorn supplied Beathard with 
illegal drugs for him to sell on 
commission and during their 
friendship Hathorn talked about 
his desire to kill his father, step
mother and half-brother.
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M O U N T A I VIEW COLLEGE

EARN UP TO FOUR CREDIT HOURS 
DURING WINTER BREAK!

Winter-Term is designed for highly motivated students who can 
devote time to an accelerated, fast-paced program of study.

Classes begin December 20, 1999 and continue through 
January 14, 2000. Classes do not meet December 23 through 
January 2 but resume on January 3.

REGISTRATION
November 29 - December 12

LATE REGISTRATION
December 20

REGISTRATION HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9 am - 2 pm 
Friday 9 am - 3 pm

ASTRONOMY
RHYS 1411 FUNDAMENTAL ASTRONOMY 

RHYS 1412 GENERAL ASTRONOMY

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
CJCR 2324 LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMUNITY 

RESOURCES IN CORRECTIONS

DEVELOPMENTAL COLLEGE 
LEARNING SKILLS
These classes are for required TASP remediation only.

DREA 0100 COLLEGE LEARNING (READING)

DWRI 0100 COLLEGE LEARNING (WRITING)

DMAT 0100 COLLEGE LEARNING (MATH)

These classes are for required TASP remediation only.

ES0L 0045 DEV READING (NON-TV)

ES0L 0055 DEV WRITING (NON-TV)

ENGLISH
ENGL 1302 COMPOSITION II 

ENGL 232? AMERICAN LITERATURE 

ENGL 2332 WORLD LITERATURE 

ENGL 1302 COMPOSITION II 

ENGL 2328 AMERICAN LITERATURE

GEOGRAPHY
GEOG 1301 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY

GEOLOGY
GEOL 1403 PHYSICAL GEOLOGY 

GE0L 1404 HIST GEOLOGY

GOVERNMENT
GOVT 2302 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

HISTORY
HIST 1301 U.S. HISTORY 

HIST 1302 U.S. HISTORY

HUMANITIES
HUMA 1301 INTRO HUMANITIES

MATH / DEVELOPMENTAL MATH
DMAT 0090 PRE ALGEBRA

DMAT 009? ALGEBRA FUNDAMENTALS I

MATH 1342 INTRO STATISTICS

MANAGEMENT
BMGT 1301 SUPERVISION 

HRP0 2301 HUMAN RESOURCES

PHILOSOPHY
PHIL 1301 INTRO PHILOSOPHY

SPEECH
SPCH 1311 INTRO SPEECH COMMUNICATION

PLEASE CALL 214.860.8600 FOR INFORMATION.
Mountain View College • 4849 West Illinois Avenue • Dallas, Texas ?5211 • www.mvc.dcccd.edu • Educational opportunities are 
offered by the Dallas County Community College District without regard to race, color, age, national origin, religion, gender or disability.
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Holiday
economy
accelerates

DALLAS (AP) — Post-Thank
giving spending and strong per
formance in manufacturing gave 
the Texas economy a boost over 
the last two months, according 
to a widely watched Federal Re
serve report.

Known as the Beige Book, the 
report released Wednesday shows 
the Texas economy grew in the six 
weeks that ended Nov. 30 at a 
slightly faster clip than it did dur
ing the previous six weeks.

Another factor contributing to 
the accelerated growth was the 
high price of crude oil, which 
meant a bit more demand for the 
state’s oil-field industries.

Reigning in the state economy 
was slower construction activity.

Experts gave a lot of the credit 
for continued growth to out-of- 
state migration, which has re
plenished the state’s labor pool.

“That is one of the reasons 
that the Texas economy has con
tinued to outperform the nation 
as a whole throughout this ex
pansion,” Steven Brown, an 
economist with the Dallas Fed
eral Reserve said. Brown told 
The Dallas Morning News that 
without the migration, Texas 
would have exhausted its own 
labor supply.

The Texas economy has out
paced the nation’s as a whole 
for seven of the last 10 years, of
ficials said.

Experts attributed some of the 
strong performance to the state’s 
growing high-tech sector and its 
high volume of trade under the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement.

Overall, the Fed said the U.S. 
economy was expanding at a 
“moderate to strong” pace in Oc
tober and November. Little sign of 
either inflation or economic cool
ing was found, the Fed reported.
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BIG MONDAY
Texas A AM Basketball

VS. 
Kansas

Monday
January 17, 2000 

8:00 P.M.
Reed Arena 

Let’s have a Big House 
for Big Monday

What are 
you doing 

for the next 
two years?

Learn about 
4,000 overseas jobs 

with the Peace Corps 
on December 28,1999

www.peacecorps.gov 
1 -800-424-8580
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Living Hope Baptist Church
Sunday Schedule: 
9:45 AIVI Bible Study 
11:00 AM Worship 
6:30 PM Worship 
INFO: 690-1911

We are currently meeting 
at Cypress Grove Interme

diate School, 900 Graham 
Rd. Exit Rock Praire Rd. 
and stay on the feeder, in 
College Station.

Cathode

St. Mary’s
603 Church Ave., 846-5717

Pastoral Team 
Rev. Michael J. Sis, Pastor 

Rev. David A. Konderla, Associate Pastor

Campus Ministers 
Deacon Bill Scott • Martha Tonn 
Lillian Smith • Maureen Murray 

Heidi Nicolini

Daily Masses 
Mon.-Fri.: 5:30 p.m.

Tues, Thurs: 12:05 Noon 
All Faith’s Chapel on A&M Campus 

Sat.: 10:30 a.m. (Korean)

Weekend Masses
Sat. - 5:30 p.m. (English), 7:00 (Spanish) 
Sun. - 9:00, 11:00 a.m., 5:30, 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ

Lutheran

Beautiful Savior Ew.Lutheran Church
1007 Krenek Tap Rd. • College Station 

693-4514
Service Time: 10:15 a m. Sunday School: 9 a m. 

____________Sponsor - A&M Lutheran Collegians____________

V\(pn-(DenominationaC

ovenant
Family Church

"Success Begins on Sunday "

Danny & Janet Green, Pastors 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. Wednesday 730 p.m.

4010 Harvey Rd.. (Hwy. 30) E-Mail: greencfc@aol.com
College Station 774-1269 www.covenant-family-church org

Friends Congregational 
Church (UCC)

“An Open and Affirming Congregation” 
2200 Southwood Dr. @ FM 2818, C.S. 
693-7021 http://www.ipt.com/jpi

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
for ALL Ages

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
4:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Wednesday: 6:30 - 7:15 p.m. 
Wednesday with Friends 

(A Contemporary Worship Service)

United Methodist

Bryan / College Station Church of Christ
Sunday Wednesday

Bible Class 9:00 a.m. 
Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Worship 6:00 p.m.

Bible Class 7:00 p.m.

College Station Conference Center 
Just across George Bush from T AMU Go* Couse)

(409) 731-1230
Email: mark-d @ tamu.edu or mwm@tamu.edu

St. Paul’s United Methodist
2506 Cavitt, Bryan 779-7608 

(between S. College and Texas)

Worship Services: 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

“Small enough to know you, 
large enough to serve you. ”

‘Episcopof

St. Thomas Episcopal
906 George Bush Dr. • College Station, TX 

(Across from Duncan Dining Hall)

Sunday services at 8:00, 9:00 and especially 
for late rising Ags, 11:15 a.m.

Next door to Canterbury House, 
_______the Episopal Student Center_______

To advertise on this page 
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