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children acquiring beanie animals to peddle off to a 
higher bidder or to enclose in a case. A childhood 
today is one where a toy is not necessarily a toy.

The Pokemon collectors are doing just as their 
role models are doing, but they have no income, so 
they turn to stealing from each other and violence.

Parents should use the Pokemon craze as a 
wake-up call to the lessons they are unconscious
ly teaching their children. The obsession the kids 
have is a strong comment on American society. 
Families are are not putting sufficient emphasis on 
hobbies and values that are not material.
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The supporters of the probe into “Pokemania” 
are right that it is pointless for children to get vio
lent over something as insignificant as trading 
cards, valued by kids or not.

However, the change has to start with parents, 
older siblings and other role models.

They need to show children that there are other 
activities that can make one feel good such as 
sports, music or arts which cost nothing.

Mariano Castillo is a sophomore 
international studies major.
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that a African-American woman’s jury 
be composed exclusively of African- 
American women. The current legal 
system allows anyone who stands as a 
citizen of the state or country to sit on a 
jury. Either approach breeds problems.

Juries which match the defendant 
in every respect may sympathize with

the defendant. Furthermore, any 
jury of such “equality” would itself 
breed inequality.

Sentiments such as “Oh, she got 
off because they were all lesbians,” 
or “He was found guilty for not act
ing [Insert ethnic group here] 
enough,” coming from the mouths of 
the ignorant and bigoted, would take 
root in the cracks in the national 
consciousness.

The other extreme — the local, citi
zen’s jury — breeds its own injustices. 
For starters, the preferred IQ of might 
be considered low, or at least some
what lower than one might expect. 
Except in contract cases, which are 
very complex, most lawyers prefer a 
dumb, easily-swayed jury.

By allowing anyone in the county 
to serve on a jury, lawyers are getting 
just that. Many of the intelligent po
tential jurors are struck for various 
reasons, including the three perempto
ry strikes each side has. Also, can a 
middle-aged farmer understand an in
ner-city youth well enough to be 
deemed a peer?

Sure, the farmer was young once, 
but he, like many adults, might not 
credit the youth with the intelligence 
or responsibility the defendant actual
ly possesses. Either approach easily 
can lead to injustice.

But, both types of injustice stem 
from abuse of the legal system as a ab
solute truth-finding body, not from any 
problems inherent in the basic system.

Like so many other things, Ameri
can law needs to get back to its roots, 
so that justice will be done.

Chris Huffines is a senior 
speech communication major.
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Medication can 
prove harmful 
when in excess
The overprescription of medi

cine has been a problem for 
as long as doctors have 
been looked upon as lifesavers 

and medication as a cure-all.
Overprescription has conse

quences for patients. When a doc
tor prescribes a medicine too of
ten or too much, the effectiveness 
of certain medications is impeded.

When one is sick, standard 
protocol for some doctors is to simply examine 
the patient and prescribe an overabundance of 
the antibiotics best known to eradicate or at the 
very least alleviate the disease’s symptoms. 
However, if patients are routinely exposed to the 
same antibiotics or sporadically take the pre
scription, the disease they suffer from may be
come immune to the antibiotics.

This already has become a problem with dis
eases antibiotics supposedly had cured, such as 
tuberculosis (TB). Caused by bacteria, TB was al
most completely eliminated (in America) in the 
early 1900s when people begun receiving TB im
munizations. However, the disease developed into 
different, antibiotic-resistant strains TB (a contin
uing problem overseas) was able to make a come
back in the United States.

It is now apparent that overprescribing specific 
antibiotics can make medicine useless and yet 
many doctors stubbornly refuse to change the way 
they prescribe them.

Penicillin is a perfect example. When first 
discovered, it was a medical breakthrough. In 
fact, penicillin initially seemed the perfect 
panacea — an antibiotic, harvested from a 
mold, that appeared to kill most pathogenic mi
crobes. Once penicillin proved beneficial, doc
tors began prescribing it for almost everything, 
from athlete’s foot to the flu. In some cases, 
doctors would even prescribe penicillin regard
less of the symptoms because of a skewed sense 
of preventive medicine. It worked, and peni
cillin was hailed as the “wonder drug.”

Overprescription of 
medicine, if not 

monitored, could throw 
a wrench into the 

treatment of disease.

Unfortunately, diseases mutated and found 
ways around penicillin’s effectiveness. Doctors 
learned prescribing penicillin no longer worked, 
and other medicines had to be utilized. But in
stead, of changing the methods by which they 
prescribed antibiotics, doctors again overpre
scribed new “wonder drugs,” such as amoxicillin 
or tetracycline. The possibility that these drugs 
soon will not work either is realistic. And when 
overprescription hinders one drug’s potency, the 
need for other antibiotics becomes more pressing.

Medications like antibiotics are much like natural 
resources — initially everyone benefits, but soon 
enough, resources, in this case the cures, run out. 
Therefore, the ramifications of overprescription are 
ominous because, if continued, medications that 
once had antibiotic value might be useless against 
current and future diseases.

Overprescription also is dangerous because 
medicine, as a recent column in Newsweek said, 
is not “one size fits all.”

Deciding what dosage individuals should be al
lowed to take can be something of a dilemma for 
doctors. Because each person is different, the 
amount of medication one’s body can take is differ
ent. Doctors routinely use medical guidelines and 
physical characteristics such as weight and height, 
but sometimes even the lowest suggested prescrip
tion can be too much for a patient to handle.

If so, patient health is at risk. The human body 
can only handle so much chemical meddling. By 
challenging the limits of chemical allowances, doc
tors can put their patients’ lives in danger. Some 
medical researchers even believe chemical overexpo
sure can lead to a non-HIV related form of auto-im
mune deficiency syndrome, better known as AIDS.

The helplessness doctors already must feel be
cause of AIDS currently is a huge issue in the 
medical community. If overprescription is thought 
to be another way a person can suffer from AIDS, 
one would think doctors would make overpre
scription a bigger medical anathema than not 
washing hands between patients.

Overprescription of medicine, if not monitored, 
could throw a wrench, so to speak, into the treatment 
of diseases. There are too many dangers that come 
with too much medicine to ignore the problem.

As long as doctors continue to overprescribe 
and patients to pot follow doctors’ orders, the ef
fectiveness of certain medications will continue to 
decrease and while new and mutated diseases will 
increase. People must be aware of overprescription 
of medication and try to avoid it whenever possi
ble. Doctors are professionals, highly skilled in 
their trade, but they can made faulty decisions. 
That is understandable. But they are aware over- 
prescription is hazardous and take every precau
tion against it. Otherwise, they might as well be 
amateurs, treating people by trial and error, in
stead of experience gained.

Beverly Mireles is a junior sociology major. ■
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