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he Nutcracker
1PAS brings Tchaikovsky’s masterpiece to Aggieland

j & m
........ -r

BY MARIUM MOHIUDDIN
The Battalion

he Russian monarchy under Czar 
Nicholas II, subsidized the arts and 
were loyal patrons of great European 

llets during the late 19th century. The en- 
|e royal family was present for the ballet 
[eductions presented each weekend.
Dr. Olga Cooke, an associate professor 

of Russian, said ballet is the greatest art 
If m given to America by Russia.

‘The Russian ballet did have Western in
fluences,” she said. “There was a decline 
lli France and Italy, and the Russian Impe- 

Ballet became up-and-coming in ballet. 
Before the Russian Revolution, they were 
the greatest in the world when it came to 
the arts.”
I Cooke said the beauty of Russian ballet 
stems from their training.

“Since a young age, Russians are 
groomed and trained, so by the time they 
reach 17, they are impeccably trained,” 
Cooke said.

“Their dancing has a sense of inter
pretation that is so musical and fluid. No 
one does it like the Russians.”

She said the Moscow City Ballet will 
offer a good performance because of its 
nationality.

“They embody that beauty and the su
perb technicality,” she said.

The Moscow City Ballet consists of 65 
dancers and was founded in 1989 by Vic
tor Smirnov-Golovanov, a graduate of the 
Moscow School of Choreography and a 
former soloist of 20 years for the Bolshoi 
Ballet.

This fall is the ballet’s North American 
debut tour. The company is dedicated to
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i (Center) plays with her Christmas present, the Nutcracker, as Herr Drosselmeyer, 
and the party guests look on, in Moscow City Ballet’s The Nutcracker.

Russia’s classical ballet tradition, but also 
incorporates its own style and ideas.

Peter Ilyrich Tchaikovsky had an im
mense impact upon Russian ballet and is 
considered by experts to be among the five 
greatest composers of the 19th century.

Born in the Ural Mountains of Russia, 
Tchaikovsky is one of the world’s most fa
mous composers because of his universal 
appeal, Cooke said.

“Tchaikovsky ballet have been accessi
ble to the whole world,” she said.

Tchaikovsky completed Swan Lake in 
1877 and in 1890 staged Sleeping Beauty 
in St. Petersburg. He received a request to 
compose a ballet from E.T.A. Hoffman’s 
story The Nutcracker and the Mouse King, 
about a girl named Marie who is from a 
loveless household and fights battles 
against a mouse king with seven heads.

Tchaikovsky declined the invitation be
cause he felt the original story was not 
suitable for a ballet. However, he changed 
his mind when he was offered a revised 
version of the story by Alexandre Dumas 
and saw a choreographed version of Mar
ius Petipa.

On Dec. 7, 1892, the first dress re
hearsal of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker 
was held. Tchaikovsky suffered bouts of 
depression when the ballet and opera 
opened to luke warm receptions.

The composer wrote to his brother 
Anatoly: “This is the fourth day on which 
the periodicals have been carving up my 
latest creations.... It is not the first time. 
The abuse does not annoy me at all, and 
yet — as always under these circum
stances — I am in a hateful state of mind.”

Despite its disappointing initial recep
tion, The Nutcracker has become a staple 
of the holiday season, Cooke said.

“There is not much to the Nutcracker, 
it has a predictable storyline, and there is 
not much virtuosity,” she said. “But it has 
a lasting appeal because of the memories 
of Christmas and childhood.”

Sara Peeples, OPAS public relations di
rector and a junior accounting major, said

PHOTO COURTESY OF MSC OPAS

Clara, the Prince and Herr Drosselmeyer pose at the end of The Nutcracker ballet.
the board chose this production because 
of the holiday season.

“It is so familiar to people, and it is per
fect for the season,” she said. “It is a good 
family event, because it is for everyone. 
We try not to repeat production often, but 
this has always been a huge success.”

The Nutcracker begins on Christmas 
Eve, where Dr. Silbergaus has prepared a 
party for his daughter Clara.

The party’s guest of honor is her uncle 
Herr Drosselmeyer, who arrives with 
many gifts, among them is a book titled 
The Nutcracker and the Mouse-King, with 
which Clara becomes enthralled.

Drosselmeyer then brings mechanical 
toys into the room, among them are the 
Nutcracker, the Mouse-King and a doll. 
With a wave of his wand they begin to 
dance.

The guests watch the Mouse-King 
come to life and challenge the Nutcracker 
for the right to dance with the doll.

Clara’s brother, Fritz, challenges the 
Nutcracker to a duel and the doll is dam
aged. During the fight the dolls are cov
ered up, and Drosselmeyer comforts 
Clara by saying there will be a surprise 
for her that night.

Later in the evening, after the guests 
have left, Clara sneaks back to the Christ
mas tree. At the stroke of midnight, 
strange things begin to happen.

MSC OPAS presents Moscow City Bal
let’s The Nutcracker today at 7:30 p.m. and 
tomorrow at 2 and 7:30 p.m. in Rudder 
Auditorium

For tickets, call 845-1234 or toll-fee at 
888-890-5667 or order online at 
opas.tamu.edu.
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If you can write, edit, design 
pages, draw, use a camera
Texas A&M’s award-winning student newspaper The Battalion is looking for you.

i SPRING ’00 STAFF APPLICATION FORM
Ml

Name:

Phone Number(s):

E-mail: ___________

Major: __________

Classification:________________________________

Number of hours you will take in the spring:

Expected graduation (semester): ___________

If you have another job, what is it: __________

How many hours per week? __

Do you plan to keep it, if hired?

9o’s

a Texas A&M

ooks, Campus E# 
nett, Community 
Sports Editor 

ng, Sports Edtor 
'aniel, Opinion Edit' 
ere, Radio Product 
iwn, Web Master
ivision of Student Publications.^ 
5-3313: Fax; 845-2647; Emai^

ttalion. For campus, local. anC * 
n 015 Reed McDonald, and

> a single copy of The Bam '' 
emester and $ 17.50 for the stf"

d spring semesters and Mon# ' 
iversity. Periodicals Postage 
lilding,Texas A&M UniversityCev;

Staff Applicants*
1) Why do you want to work at The Battalion, and 

what do you hope to accomplish?
2) What experience do you have that relates to the 

position for which you are applying? (include 
classes, seminars, etc.)

3) What changes do you feel would improve the qual
ity of The Battalion? (Give special attention to the 
section for which you’re applying.)

"Please type your responses on a separate piece of 
paper, and attach a resume and samples of your work 
(stories you have written for publications or classes, 
pages you have designed, photos taken, drawings 
made, or other creative samples—just show us what 
you can do.

DEADLINE: Monday, Dec. 6

The Battalion
013 (basement) Reed McDonald Bldg.

OPENINGS INCLUDE:
Please check the position(s) for 
which you are interested. If you are 
interested in more than one, num
ber them in order of preference 
with 1 being your top choice.

Staff
__News Reporter
__Science & Technology

Reporter
__Feature Writer
__Entertainment Writer
_ Sports Writer
__Columnist
__Web Designer
__Radio Reporter
__ Photographer
__Graphic Artist
__Cartoonist
__Page Designer
__Copy Editor

Gain experience, work in a news
room equipped with the latest 
technology, and make new friends.

CAPTURE THE MOMENT!

With The 
Big Guy!
SANTA’S CASTLE

Dillard’s/Sears Court
Capture your Holiday Memories with digital photos at Santa's Castle.

Buy any photo package and receive your images on disk as well for $4.99.

Post Oar Mall
Your Gift Certificate Connection

Beall’s, Dillard’s, Foley’s, JCPenney, Sears, The Food Court & Over 100 Specialty Stores. 
Texas 6 Bypass at Highway 30, College Station • Customer Service 764-0777 

Developed. Owned and Managed by CBL & ASSOCIATES PROPERTIES, INC. (NYSECBl)
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