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‘The Twelfth Man is the 
best thing in college 
football. People who 

aren’t Aggies just can’t 
understand what 
this is all about.”

— Jason Glenn 
on the fans at A&M

“We had to play really 
hard to win. We’re not 

quitters and we were not 
Jlgoing to just lay down.”

— Ja’Mar Toombs 
on the team coming back 

from a 10-point deficit

It was fun until the end.
I enjoyed getting hit 

more than I enjoyed the 
rowd. They were loud.”

— Chris Simms 
on the crowd noise at Kyle Field

“A game like this is 
something you wish for 

all your life. When we 
came out for the second 

half, we saw that the 
crowd didn’t give up and 

believed in us ”
— Randy McCown 

on the Aggies’ 
come-from-behind win
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10. Michigan State
11. Michigan
12. Texas

TM B. Texas A&M
14. Minnesota
15. Penn State
16. Southern Miss.
17. Mississippi State
18. Georgia Tech
19. Purdue
20. East Carolina
21. Georgia
22. Stanford
23. Miami
24. Boston College
25. Arkansas
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Record

1 Florida State (ll-O)
2. Virginia Tech (11-0)
3. Nebraska (10-1)
4. Wisconsin (9-2)
5. Florida (9-2)
6. Tennessee (9-2)
7. Alabama (9-2)
8. Kansas State (10-1)
9. Michigan (9-2)
10. Michigan State (9-2)
11. Marshall (11-0)
12. Texas (9-3)
13. Minnesota (8-3)
14. Penn State (9-3)
15. Southern Miss. (8-3)
16. Mississippi State (9-2)
17. Georgia Tech (8-3)
18. Texas A&M (8-3)
19. Purdue (7-4)
20. East Carolina (9-2)
21. Georgia (7-4)
22. Stanford (8-3)
23. Miami (7-4)
24. Arkansas (7-4)
25. Boston College (8-3)
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GUY ROGERS/The Battalion

University of Texas freshman quarterback Chris Simms (8) is sacked by Texas A&M senior linebacker Chad Frantzen (59) and junior defensive lineman Ron Edwards (96) during the 
third quarter of the Aggies’ 20-16 victory over the Longhorns Friday at Kyle Field.

Aggies come from behind to upset Texas, 20-16
BY JASON LINCOLN

The Battalion

The Texas A&M Football Team on Friday 
paid the biggest tribute it could to the 12 who 
died in the Bonfire collapse — the Aggies beat 
the University of Texas. It was more than just 
a game for A&M, but then it always is when 
the Aggies play the Longhorns.

But Friday’s game transcended the 106- 
game history of the rivalry. Instead of playing 
for bragging rights, championships, records or 
bowl bids, the Aggies were paying homage to 
their classmates who died while personifying 
the Aggie spirit.

Before the game began, the fans and play
ers who filled Kyle Field to a record 86,128 — 
the largest crowd ever to witness a football 
game in the state — reflected on the events of 
the past week.

Aggies in the Air Force Reserve gave a trib
ute as they flew over Kyle Field in a “missing- 
man” formation — a tribute usually reserved 
for military airmen, Kyle Field joined in prayer

and the football team donned helmets with a 
commemorative Bonfire decal.

Meanwhile, offensive lineman Chris Vallet
ta was carefully penning a cross and the names 
of the 12 Aggies who couldn’t attend the game 
on his undershirt.

Then the clock read 10 a.m. and everything 
came down to a 60-minute performance of 
two teams on a football field. In the process 
the Aggies discovered what had been missing 
in their three road losses this season: unity, 
emotion and Kyle Field.

The Aggies struck early with a touchdown, 
but the momentum quickly turned as the 
Longhorns scored when the extra-point at
tempt went bad, putting the score at 6-2.

UT would go on to dominate the second 
quarter as running backs Hodges Mitchell and 
Chris Robertson added a pair of touchdowns 
after UT backup quarterback Chris Simms 
marched the Longhorns down to the goal line.

The second half was a different story for the 
Longhorns’ backs as the Wrecking Crew 
closed in and limited UT’s offensive options.

The A&M defense limited UT to only 89 total 
yards and four first downs in the final 30 min
utes, while the Aggies’ offense produced 173 
yards and 10 first downs.

Heading into the fourth quarter, things 
looked good for the Aggies. Trailing by a field 
goal and with momentum, the possibility of 
Texas A&M accomplishing a comeback victo
ry was in reach.

As if that wasn’t enough, the Longhorns’ 
mascot, BEVO, decided to take a rest and lay 
down on the sideline going into the fourth 
quarter — a sign traditionally taken as a bad 
omen by UT fans.

Fittingly, it was the Aggie seniors who 
would get the victory in a clutch fourth quar
ter situation.

Quarterback Randy McCown found wide 
receiver Matt Bumgardner in the end zone to 
give the game its 20-16 final score.

During the game, the Aggies discovered 
what may be the key to the future success of 
Texas A&M football — Ja’Mar Toombs.

The tailback had 37 carries as he pounded

the Longhorn defense for 126 yards and and 
two touchdowns.

The performance was a personal best for 
Toombs and a season best for the Aggies, who 
only had two individual 100-plus yard rushing 
performances all season.

The Aggies went to their “jumbo set” of 
Toombs and D’Andre “Tiki” Hardeman, and the 
strategy worked as Toombs and Hardeman 
made up a 500-pound backfield which put con
tinuous pressure on the Longhorn defense.

“We wanted to run the ball to wear [their 
defense] out,” Toombs said. “I know I did be
cause I’m tired too, and I’m a big guy. I think 
what this game says the most about our team 
is that we are fighters — we’re not quitters and 
we were not going to just lay down.”

In the process, Texas A&M played its best 
game of the season. While the team may have 
dedicated the win to the Bonfire victims, it was 
a win that was the result of 10 previous games 
in which the Aggies learned what it would take 
to win big games — a lesson they applied with 
success on Friday.

For once, final score did not matter in A&M-UT game

GUY ROGERS/Thi: Battalion

Texas A&M sophomore running back Ja’Mar Toombs avoids University of Texas defensive end 
Aaron Humphrey in the third quarter of Friday’s game.

The 106th meeting 
between Texas and 
Texas A&M was a 
battle to the end, with 

the emotionally-charged 
Aggies coming out on 
top, 20-16. For once, 
though, the final score 
did not matter.

We all learned what 
mattered eight days prior to the contest, 
when 12 Aggies lost their lives in the Bon
fire collapse.

We learned that football really is just a 
game, that there are so many things in life 
more important than who beats who, and 
by what score. We learned that touch
downs and sacks are soon forgotten, but 
lives never are. We learned that the Aggie 
spirit is alive and well.

We taught the world what it means to 
be an Aggie. We may have been on the in
side looking out, but we explained it.

“ [The Bonfire collapse] brought this team 
back into perspective,” A&M punter Shane 
Feebler said. “Which is that this place is the 
most special school in the country because 
of the tremendous support of the fans and 
how strong a family Aggies are.”

Sometimes we all need a little remind
ing that it really is just a game.

Losing 12 Aggies, 12 friends, 12 people 
just like you and me will tend to do that.

It all seems so trivial now — the rank
ings, the stats, the endless analysis.

The sad thing is that it took an un
thinkable tragedy to remind us of what 
is important.

The A&M-UT rivalry probably will re
turn to normal next year but there’s noth
ing wrong with that. It’s OK to dislike an
other school, to want more than anything

to defeat it. As long as you know that be
neath all the trash talking and taunting, 
there is a mutual respect.

And that is the way it should be with 
sports. Be loud, be crazy, be obnoxious. 
Just remember that when all is said and 
done, it really is just a game.

The truth is, as emotional as Friday’s 
game was, the outcome was not impor
tant. Anyone who thought the A&M foot
ball team needed a win to honor the 12 
Aggies who died is missing the point.

This school already has honored the 
dead and will continue to do so. We have 
done it with our thoughts, our prayers, 
even our Aggie rings. We can continue to 
do it by never forgetting them and by re
minding ourselves how precious life is.

“Today, the emotion was riding high,” 
A&M running back Ja’Mar Toombs said 
after the game. “Even when we were 
down in points, we kept our spirits up. We 
had to win this game to show we care. ”

It’s touching that the football team felt 
that way, but like most Aggies, the players 
already have showed they care. They did 
not need to win to honor the 12 Aggies 
who died building Bonfire.

Make no mistake about it, though — 
Friday’s win was for them.

They were with us on Saturday. They 
were in our hearts and minds, and that may 
be the greatest honor we can give them.

The announced crowd of 86,128 at Sat
urday’s game was the largest ever to wit
ness a football game in the state of Texas. 
The funny thing is, A&M officials got the 
number wrong.

They were 12 people short.

Al Lazarus is a senior 
journalism major.


