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It’s unbelievable that we’ve been 
working on it for so many years and 

Jus has never happened. Now all of a 
sudden it happened and everything 

we’ve worked for during 
the semester is past.”

Katherine Evans 
Senior sociology major

Th e response is very giving. The 
whole nation is concerned.”

EDITORIAL

T
he feeling was 
not unlike wak
ing up to news 
that the sun 
had failed to 
rise. A mid-No
vember morning without the 

stack was only slightly less 
surreal than a dawn without 
a daybreak.

Unfortunately, the tragic 
facts — at least 11 dead, 
dozens injured — are only 
too real, and the weight of 
sadness on campus is al- - 
most tangible.

Such a heavy burden can
not be lifted by mere words, 
and little can be said about 
this 90-year-old tradition 
that will be remembered in 
another 90 years.

But to say nothing would 
do a disservice to the memo
ries of our friends.

To those who knew them, 
we know you are hurting, 
but we can never know how 
much. The families and 
friends of all those affected 
deserve and have our sober 
thoughts and prayers.

To those who did not 
know them, we know you are 
hurting too. Long after we 
know how it happened, we 
will still be wondering why.

In the meantime, it is im
portant to remember that

this is a time for condo
lences, not quarrels.

Much will be said in the 
coming weeks that would be 
better left unsaid. For this is 
not the time to point fingers 
of blame or speculate about 
the future of Bonfire.

What is appropriate in
stead is silence.

It would be wrong to turn 
this tragedy into an opportu
nity for loud debate. The 
lives lost are worth much 
more than angry arguments, 
and respectful reflection 
should not give place to 
wrangling over traditions.

If there is a lesson to be 
learned from this horrible 
accident, it will strike at 
the very heart of who we 
are as human beings.

It will remind us of 
the inevitable fragility of 
life and the enduring 
stability of friendship.
And it will teach us 
more than we ever 
knew about the in
domitable strength of 
the Aggie spirit.

What remains, then, 
is not to despair, but in
stead to discover our true 
worth — to do better with 
the lives we have been giv
en in honor of the lives that 
have been taken. There is 
nothing else to do.

Already, the A&M com
munity has exemplified the

truism that the worst of 
times bring out the

But Aggies expect no 
less, and we know we will 
recover from this blow with 
the dignity and determina
tion that make this Universi
ty great. Flags flying at half- 
mast are not indicative of 
half-hearted Aggies. Our 
hearts are full and hopeful.

It will take time to come 
to terms with what seems 
so surreal. But in the end, 
we will have learned that in 
life, the real stuff is the 
rough stuff. And the rough 
stuff makes us stronger.
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We are the Aggies, 
The Aggies are we. 
True to each other 
As Aggies can be.

“THE SPIRIT OF AGGIELAND”

I don’t know. It hasn’t really hit me 
yet. When I walk around campus, I 
can see it in everyone’s faces. But as 
much as it saddens me, I can’t compre
hend how the families must feel.”

Jerrod Rinehart 
Sophomore business
ADMINISTRATION MAJOR

I didn’t know anyone that was there, 
but you feel helpless. All you can do is 
just pray, and come together.”

Cara Cooper 
Senior English major

Right now, I don’t care about the fu
ture of Bonfire. I would gladly give it 
up for any one of those people’s lives.”

Christopher Swonke 
Sophomore aerospace
ENGINEERING MAJOR

Y(7hen we went out there it was un
believable — surreal. I can’t think of 
anything else to describe it.”

Karlee Anderson 
Senior psychology major

“Th ese people were out there doing 
what they love. They weren’t out there 
because they had to be but because 
they wanted to be. If we keep it going, 
it can be like a memorial to them.”

Angela Herzik
Sophomore general studies major

C You wake up and your grandparents 
and your parents are calling you to 
make sure you’re alright. It’s not what 
you want to wake up to.”

Mark Micer 
Junior mechanical
ENGINEERING MAJOR

I have never felt so proud of my 
University as I do at this time.
To see the unification of all Aggies, re
gardless of age, sex, race, religion or sex
ual orientation, makes my heart swell 
with pride and my faith in the world 
strengthened. The friendship that 
unites us is beyond death and time.”

Samuel E. Murdock 
Sophomore business 
administration major

I hope the families are going to be 
OK and we keep them in our hearts.”

Tracy Younggren
Senior biomedical science major

Thursday night, Bonfire is not go
ing to be burning, but I am going to 
be out on the field anyway.”

Lynn Lowell 
Sophomore biomedical

SCIENCE MAJOR
Jenna Dorick 
Class of ’97


