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Spread of word of Bonfire collapse 
sparks calls from concerned family; 
students grieve, help comfort others

BY MATT LOFTIS
The Battalion

M
ark Micer, a junior mechanical engineering 
major, woke up early yesterday morning to 
phone calls from his grandparents, parents and 
several others. Everyone wanted to know that

he was OK and had not been hurt during the collapse of 
Bonfire.

“It’s really just shocking,” Micer said. “It’s unexpected.”
Micer’s experience was common at Texas A&M Thursday morning 

after the nearly-finished Bonfire collapsed killing students and injuring 
many others.

Parents, relatives and friends clogged telephone lines shortly after dawn 
with their hurried calls to locate students.

The rescue work began early yesterday morning, and after the initial 
amazement had somewnat faded, the student body was forced to consider 
other questions.

Reagan Springs, a sophomore general studies major, said he didn’t know 
how tne student body would deal with this.

“I couldn’t believe it happened, it was just crazy,” Springs said. “It’s not 
going to be the same no matter what. It’s going to be a long time before 
tilings are back to normal.”

Any doubt over the student body’s ability to cope was met shortly yester
day morning with students turning out before sunrise to help at the Polo 
Fields moving logs that were trapping Aggies and preparing for larger-scale 
memorial services for the victims of the accident. A television was set up in 
the MSC Flagroom, and students sat and watched the rescue efforts togeth
er with others concerned with the progress.

Throughout the area. Aggies comforted one another and watched togeth
er as logs were removed from the pile.
Angela Pena, a sophomore biomedical science major, said the good part 
of the whole thing was seeing the Aggie spirit as everyone helped one 
another.

“I think just by [the students] coming together, we are getting past this,” 
said Pena. “I see a lot of people comforting each other.”

see Grief on Page 10.
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