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Afterward, Berry said, he helped

wash blood off his truck and the 
logging chain because he believed 
he was guilty of murder.

“In my mind I was just as guilty 
as they were for being there, ” Berry 
said. “And I didn’t want to go to the 
police.”

Berry was driving when the men 
picked up Byrd. Berry testified that 
King suggested they “whip his ass.”

Defense attorney Joseph “Lum” 
Hawthorn asked Berry why he 
would give a black man a ride after 
such a suggestion from King.

“I just thought it was the same 
old Bill,” Berry said. He said King 

had a penchant 
for making al
cohol-fueled 
threats with 
which he never 
followed 
through.
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why he was so afraid if King indeed 
was such a blowhard. Berry ex
plained he was afraid because this 
time, King seemed to be carrying 
out his threat against Byrd.

Gray also needled Berry about 
his failure to notify authorities af
ter Byrd was killed, but Berry stuck 
to his explanation.

As to why Berry associated with 
King and Brewer, Berry said he did 
not realize the extent to which 
prison had changed his longtime 
pal King into a racist.

Berry spent about four and a 
half hours on the stand before the 
prosecution began its rebuttal. 
State District Judge Joe Bob Gold
en recessed at day’s end while con
sidering whether to allow the state 
to admit pictures of King and Brew
er’s racist tattoos.

Gray wants to show the jury that 
Berry’s friends were so coated in 
hateful messages that he should 
have known they would be a threat 
to a Byrd.

Drug trade 
down since 
gang arrest

AUSTIN (AP) — Law en
forcement officials said illegal 
drug trade in Austin has slowed 
since the arrest of the city’s top 
dealer and alleged leader of a vi
olent prison gang.

“For right now, it’s probably 
put a substantial dent in (drug 
trade),” Ralph De LaFuente, a 
detective with the Austin Police 
Department’s gang unit, said.

Hector Soto, 34, of Austin 
and 21 others were indicted on 
federal drug conspiracy charges. 
The indictments were released 
Monday.

“A lot of the peripheral people 
who were working with them 
didn’t get popped, but they aren’t 
getting supplied,” De LaFuente 
told the Austin-American States
man. “Others are laying low.”

According to the indictments, 
11 pounds of cocaine and 440 
pounds of marijuana were 
brought in from Mexico from 
July through October by the 
gang and sold in Austin.

The street price for a pound of 
marijuana is $350 to $500, while 
the 1.1 pounds of cocaine sells 
for $8,000 to $9,000 and 2.2 
pounds costs as much as 
$17,500.

Police said nine of those in
dicted are members of the Texas 
Syndicate, one of the state’s most 
famous and powerful gangs that 
has links with to criminal activi
ties within and without the 
prison system.

The others were believed to 
have been working for the gang.

The arrests came after a year
long multi-agency investigation 
of the gang and Soto, who police 
say joined the Texas Syndicate 
while serving drug and burglary 
sentences in state prison from 
1994 to 1997.

Man to be retried after jury’s uncertainty
■HOUSTON (AP) — A Houston man accused of 
;i|ing his 55-year-old mother last year after he said 
he devil made him do it will be retried for the crime. 
■A jury deadlocked last week over whether Steven 
iosenbaum, 27, slayed his mother March 31, 1998, 
ml then fled to South Dakota. Miriam Rosenbaum, ^TTENTlOls found stabbed 35 times in the apartment she 
ared with her son.lass of 20f Prosecutor Kaylynn Williford said Monday she 
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i 693-8183. Open 9-i2;)ut said two others were holding out for a plea of not 
l()_5 Mm kilty by reason of insanity.

■Doctors testified in Rosenbaum’s defense that he 
AGG IELANDndeed thought the devil had cast a spell that drove

him insane and that voices convinced him to kill his 
mother because she was possessed — and evil enough 
to destroy the universe.

But Williford told jurors the psychological assess
ments of Rosenbaum were invalid because the physi
cians didn’t have all the information they needed, such 
as letters written before his mother’s death that por
trayed Rosenbaum as an angry Satan-worshipper but 
not insane.

Williford also argued that Rosenbaum appeared 
well enough to try and hide his murderous actions: he 
fled Texas, he took crime-scene evidence and he 
drained his bank account before boarding a bus to 
South Dakota.

He got off the bus in Wichita, Kan., and was ar
rested after being spotted looking in the windows of 
several downtown businesses.

It was not clear when the case would be heard 
again.
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Music to
your ears:

Join MSC OPAS and the inaugural season of 

Intimate Gatherings for a concert featuring works 

by great American composers including, Aaron 

Copland, Samuel Barber and Stephen Foster.

The American Radio 
Chamber Orchestra
Rudder Theatre
Thursday, November 18 at 7:30 PM

f

With Intimate Gatherings, musicians 
host an open discussion with 
audience members immediately 
following the performance.

For tickets, call 845-1234 or order 
on-line at opas.tamu.edu.
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