
outhern Baptists expel churches 
or allowing homosexual weddings
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^kCON, Ga. (AP) — Georgia’s 
|uthern Baptists voted overwhelm- 
1™ yesterday to expel two church- 
[tliat let homosexuals serve as lead- 

i and allowed a gay wedding.

(The ouster of Oakhurst Baptist of 
catur and Virginia Highland Bap- 

't of Atlanta marked the first time in 
5177-year history of the Georgia

Elsewhere yesterday, a split be
tween conservative and liberal fac
tions within California’s Southern 
Baptists was clear as delegates gath
ered in Sacramento to decide whether 
to drop “Southern” from their name.

'We just decided to 
draw the fine."

— The Rev. Gerald Harris 
Georgia Baptist Convention

In Georgia, about 20 percent to 30 
percent of Oakhurst Baptist’s con
gregation is gay or lesbian, the Rev. 
Mary Sue Brookshire said. In addi
tion, Oakhurst’s assistant pastor, the 
Rev. Chris Copeland, is openly gay. 
Oakhurst and Virginia Highland 
Baptist also have gay deacons.

Also, Virginia Highland allowed 
an outside pastor to use its church 
for a gay wedding, although its own 
clergy did not participate.

The Rev. Tim Shirley of Virginia 
Highland said his church believes

“its ministry and mission is to serve 
all who come.”

“We just disagree about the na
ture of sexuality,” Shirley said. “We 
do not believe that sexuality is a 
choice. It’s an orientation. That’s 
how you were born.”

The Georgia Baptist Convention 
said it could no longer tolerate 
churches that ordained homosexual 
people as deacons or performed 
same-sex marriage ceremonies.

“We know that they do not value 
the Holy Scriptures as a great majority 
of Southern Baptists do,” Harris said.

The vote to oust Oakhurst was 
2,086 to 262, and the vote on Virginia 
Highland was 2,111 to 228. In Califor
nia, opponents of the proposed name 
change said it shows a softening of a 
conservative movement within the 
church. Supporters said it was sim
ply a way to attract more members.

Terry Barone, a spokesperson for 
the California Southern Baptist Con
vention, said it was intended to pre
vent confusion because the word 
“Southern” was used “to distin
guish ourselves from the American 
Baptists at one time.”
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interest. If the judge placed a $30 million value on the ma
terials, for example, the total compensation, including in
terest, compounded annually, would be roughly $210 mil
lion, according to Nixon estate lawyer R. Stan Mortenson.

Justice Department lawyers remain opposed to any 
compensation. But they say if something must be paid, 
a fair value would be no more than $2.2 million.

“The court should put an end to this attempt by the 
Nixon estate to obtain a windfall from the taxpayers,” 
the government said in its post-trial brief.

To underscore the material’s historical value, 
Mortenson replayed a video of Nixon making his res
ignation speech. The teary-eyed president’s words to 
the nation on Aug. 8, 1974, broke the silence in the 
courtroom: “I have never been a quitter. To leave office 
before my term is complete is abhorrent to every in
stinct in my body. ... Therefore I shall resign the presi
dency effective at noon tomorrow.”

Drafts and the actual copy of the speech in Nixon’s 
hand as he announced his resignation would have sold 
for $200,000 to $300,000, according to appraisers hired 
by the estate. Even tapes containing Nixon’s embar
rassing ethnic slurs would have been valuable, he said.

Koslowe, the government’s lawyer, argued Nixon in
tended his materials to be preserved as a historical 
archive for researchers.


