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Students who stay away from 
harmful substances about as well 
as Robert Downey Jr. should be re
educated in drug rehabilitation — 
not in college classrooms.

And in some cases, students 
can restore aid earlier by entering 
rehabilitation programs.

Habitual offenders must learn 
how to stay off drugs before they 
can learn anything else.

Jamie Pueschel, legislative di
rector of the U.S. Student Associa
tion in Washington, D.C., claimed 
in a recent Associated Press article 
that the measure is backward be
cause it deals with drug offenders 
by denying them education.

Pueschel is right; abandoning 
these troubled students without 
means of education is like send
ing a hungry fisherman out to sea 
sans bait.

But the education here is rehab 
until students earn their federal-aid 
money back.

Once they prove they are 
straight and sober, they may re
enter college, complete their 
degrees and hopefully be
come law-abiding, tax- 
paying citizens.

But letting a third 
of college students 
sleepwalk for four 
years, possibly en
tering the “real 
world” with nag
ging drug habits, 
is a hindrance to 
say the least.

Ask presiden
tial hopeful 
George W. Bush 
how college drug 
use can affect fu
ture scrutiny on the 
job. His alleged in
discretion got him 
the lead spot in Jay 
Leno’s monologue 
every night and may 
have cost him a few 
votes along the way.

The only problem with 
the law is the self-policing 
way in which the conviction 
history is obtained. Students are 
expected to report these drug con
victions on federal financial-aid 
forms, including student loans and 
Pell grants. If a student is found to

have lied on his or her appli
cation, the student would 
have to repay all aid re
ceived and could face feder
al charges for lying to the 
government.

These rules have a possi
bility of being counterpro
ductive, but the govern
ment has to take a chance 
on what is best for the na
tion’s future.

This new regulation will 
reduce waste in the federal 
student-loan system by 
weeding out students who 
are abusing a government- 
funded education, which 
will be remembered as a 
four-year bad trip at their 
next reunion.

Jeff Webb is a senior 
journalism major.
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Refusing federal student aid 
to drug offenders bad policy
U

JESSICA
CRUTCHER

'nder a 
law 
which 

goes into ef
fect next 
summer, col
lege students 
convicted of 
drug offenses 
will be barred1 
from receiving federal tu
ition aid for at least one year 
from the date of conviction.

A student convicted of sell
ing drugs or of two posses
sion convictions will lose aid 
for two years, while a second 
conviction for selling drugs or 
a third conviction for posses
sion will result in a perma
nent loss of federal aid.

The program is meant to 
reduce “waste” in the stu
dent-loan system, but pass-
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ing the law was a bad decision 
for two reasons.

First, it denies badly needed 
financial aid to students who 
have no other means of paying 
for college.

This drastic measure might be 
logical when applied to felons, 
but not when applied to the 
freshman who got caught once 
with half an ounce of marijuana.

Secondly, the law sets a dou
ble standard.

It sends the message that do
ing drugs is acceptable — as 
long as the drug user has le
nient parents who will continue 
paying the bills after he or she 
gets caught.

One’s criminal record does 
not determine whether one 
needs money to attend college. 
Financial aid is awarded based 
on need.

Scholarships, on the other 
hand, are awarded based on over
all academic merit, grades and ex
tracurricular activities.

That is the way it should stay.
Denying federal tuition aid to 

poor students convicted of mi
nor drug charges defeats the 

entire purpose of government 
aid — to keep underprivi

leged young people from 
ending up in dead-end 
jobs by helping them get 
an education.

Denying people an 
education is not going 
to solve the country’s 
drug problems.

As an alternative, 
drug-education 
classes should be a 
requirement for 
first- or second-time 
drug offenders to 
continue receiving 
financial aid.

Under the new 
law, some students 

will be able to keep 
their eligibility for fed

eral financial aid by 
completing drug-rehabili

tation programs.
But rehabilitation is not 

what most of these students 
will need.
Rehabilitation is meant for 

drug addicts who are extremely 
hooked, and the average college 
student caught with illegal drugs 
is probably not a drug addict.

Treating these students for an 
addiction they do not have will 
only worsen the problem by 
causing students to think doing 
drugs is acceptable as long as 
they do not become addicted.

Instead, students should be re
quired to attend drug-education 
classes, in the same way speed
ers attend defensive driving and 
minors convicted of Minor In 
Possession charges attend Alco
hol Awareness classes.

The double standard set by the 
new regulations also is a danger
ous side effect. The rules only 
make provisions to punish those 
students receiving government aid.

Although most colleges do 
have penalties for students 
caught with illegal drugs, in the 
end more underprivileged stu
dents will end up being more se
verely punished.

Chances are a first-time drug 
offender will not be immediately 
expelled from a university, pro
vided he or she is able to contin
ue paying tuition.

Denying loans 
because of 

minor mistakes 
hurts those who 
need help most.

Underprivileged students rely
ing on financial aid will obvious
ly not be able to pay the high 
price of tuition. Immediately 
denying students financial aid for 
their first or second drug-related 
conviction is a poor decision.

Although students should be 
forced to attend drug-education 
classes and in some cases reha
bilitation, the denial of financial 
aid is too drastic a measure to be 
immediately applied.

By denying students with no 
other means of paying their tu
ition an education, the very pur
pose of financial aid is destroyed.

Denying badly needed money 
to someone who has made one 
small mistake is denying help to 
those who need it most.

Jessica Cratcher is a sophomore 
journalism major.
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Tuesday evening, I left the chaos 
my collegiate life to prepare for 
a celebration on Nov. 10.
During the 90-mile trip to Elgin, 
thoughts took me back to my 
n-age years. I would come home 

m school with petty problems and 
es at the time, and my father and 

uld have heart-to-hearts. He would re- 
d me of the bottom line — I had 

thes on my back, food in my stomach, 
of over my head and no one was 

ooting at me. This is advice I’ve grown 
ppreciate.

Wednesday morning we were up at 5 
a.m. Over coffee, my anticipation grew. 
We gently laid the colors in the bed of 
the pick-up and drove into town to meet 
the others. One by one they came. They 
were old and young — the current, the for

mer and the yet-to-be. Though some had 
never met, they had known each other 
for years, for they were cut of the 
same cloth. They were the United 
States Marine Corps.

I jumped in the truck and head
ed up to Main Street to select my 
seat for the parade. As I waited, I 
watched the morning traffic. Then, 
out of the fog, they emerged. First 
their voices, then their images — 
American, Texan and Marine Corps 
flags billowing. My body grew chills 

and my eyes filled with tears. They 
marched together as if they’d done 
so for years, proudly calling cadence.
I stood to my feet and placed my 

^ hand over my heart as they passed,
taking a moment to pay my respect. 

When the parade concluded, 
m, ▼ they retired to share tales over a 

traditional breakfast and birthday 
cake. I had been told Marines in 
combat are fighting for the man on 
their left and the man on their right. 
Here were those men.

This Veterans Day Weekend, I 
would like to remind you that our free
dom has been paid for with the blood 
and lives of our servicemen. Happy 
224th to the U.S. Marine Corps, and 

a special thank you to ali veterans who 
have granted me the privilege of being 
appreciative that each night when my 

head hits the pillow, for one more day, no 
one was shooting at me.

Societies not meant for resume padding
W

Allison Reinbolt 
Class of ’97

•hen going 
through their 
college years, 

students repeatedly 
hear about the impor
tance of a full and at
tractive resume.

By the time gradua
tion nears and job 
hunting begins, stu
dents’ resumes take on 
the status of the end-all, be-all represen
tation of their time at the University. 
While one cannot underestimate the val
ue of having a remarkable resume when 
looking for a job, many students over
look honesty and take sneaky steps to 
bolster them.

At Texas A&M, it is practically a tradi
tion for students to sign up for extracur
ricular activities that would look good on 
a resume without ever planning to really 
participate. Most clubs have minimum 
participation requirements to maintain 
membership.

While this encourages many students 
who are using the club as a resume-filler 
to show up at least a couple times, there 
is nothing to stop those who do not ful
fill the minimum requirements from 
putting the club on their resume 
nonetheless.

Although signing up and then drop
ping out of after-class programs is an 
easy way to add lines to that all-impor
tant resume, the practice is dwarfed in 
dishonesty next to the existence of na
tional honor societies such as Golden 
Key and the National Society of Colle
giate Scholars.

While having the grades to get admit
ted to these organizations is an accom
plishment, the operations themselves are 
little more than empty names to put on re

sumes. They usually require no minimum 
participation, [other than the entrance fee, 
of course) and are hardly heard of among 
campus organizations.

When was the last time anybody 
heard about the National Society of Col
legiate Scholars putting on a guest- 
speaker forum or organizing a food drive 
for local shelters? The purpose of these 
honor societies is clear to all involved. 
Give them some money, and a student 
can officially add another meaningless 
accolade to his or her resume.

However, there are several problems 
with students trying to fake their way 
through resumes.

First, when students who never par
ticipate in an organization can put that 
club on their resume just as easily as 
those who actually do participate, it di
minishes the efforts and accomplish
ments of the more deserving student.

The majority of students do take their 
memberships seriously and go to meet
ings, organize events and actively partic
ipate. These are the students who de
serve the notation on their resumes.

Their resumes are cheapened by those 
who only care about paying their mem
bership fees and putting the club’s name 
on their own resumes.

Another drawback to this practice is its 
effect on a student’s perception of work and 
rewards in the academic environment.

If a student can put a club or honor- 
society membership on his resume with
out having to work for the group itself, 
what is to keep him or her from seeing 
this practice as “how things are done.”

College is not supposed to be about 
finding loopholes and easy ways out. It 
is supposed to be a time of hard work 
learning to succeed.

The rewards for those efforts are an

impressive resume and a degree that ac
tually means something.

Joining clubs and honor societies 
without doing any real work for the 
group only teaches college students lazi
ness and how to build a trophy shelf of 
awards and memberships without ever 
really trying.

Finally, when students list member
ships to clubs and honor societies they 
did not do anything for, they are being 
dishonest to themselves and to prospec
tive employers.

Graduating students’ resumes are the 
sums of their accomplishments, not 
thrown-together lists of loopholes found 
and empty promises made.

It is incredibly simple to pay for mem
berships to organizations and then to 
never participate. It is even easier to join 
meaningless honor societies that almost 
seem to exist only on paper.

But students have to resist the urge to 
take these easy steps in resume building.

There are a huge number of on- and 
off-campus activities, and practically all 
students can find one or more that they 
would want to actively participate in.

This is the most honest and, in the 
long run, rewarding way to add achieve
ments to a resume.

If students do not want to put in the 
time and effort that goes along with 
these extracurricular activities, they 
should be honest to themselves and 
prospective employers by not joining 
them in the first place.

A resume should be filled with hard- 
earned awards and justified member
ships, not paid-for recognitions and emp
ty promises.

Eric Dickens is a junior 
English major.


