
THANK YOU FOR 9 GREAT YEARS!

IT S SURPRISING TO FIND H 
thl IN SUCH A PEACEFUL STORE

KILLER JEWELRY
2 16 N. Bryan Hours:
Downtown Bryan Mon. • Sat.
779-8208 1 Oam - 6 pm
TRF BOOTH 
224 6 250

( EWi-th-iXVrt)
THAI PLIPPETS • CELTIC CROSSES • FOUNTAINS 
TAPESTRIES • WINDCHIMES • RELIGIOUS ART 

INCENSE g OILS • WOOD CARVINGS 
FABULOUS SILVER JEWELRY

iSHVSA JLV3UD 6 aOJ ^OA MNVHX

“Alterations ”
BY BEA

CUSTOM ALTERATIONS BY BEA 
SINCE 1982

ALTERATIONS FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS 

REASONABLE RATES - PROFESSIONAL QUALITY

BRING IN THA T GREA T FORMAL

ACROSS FROM POST OAK MALL
rush jobs 693-7 2 2 8 welcome

I 409 HARVEY RD.

EARN
MONEY
GOING TO CLASS!

Need GPA 3.2+ 
Now Hiring Notetakers 

for Spring 2000

694-9403
' 707 Texas Ave., 222D 

(Next to Bames & Noble)

f VARSITY FORDA
NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS AT

www.varsityfordcstx.com
Check out our specials on FI 50s, 

Rangers and Mercurys
Pre-owned specials change weekly

DOWNLOAD COUPONS
for service specials 

(questions?-e-mail us at 
. newcar@varsitv-ford.com)

r^eAttUCUMt www'Sai8on'l*es,auran,'toni

Vietnamese Specialties at affordable 
prices - all entrees under $6.Q0

In Lack's Furniture Shopping Center 

off Southwest Parkway & Texas Ave.

Delivery Available 
268-0354 • Phone Orders Welcome

Consider a Career 
in Pharmacy

Consider pursuing your 
goals at Midwestern 
University’s College 
of Pharmacy-Glendale 
In Arizona.

Our 3-year doctor of pharmacy (Pharm.D.) program 
is cost effective and time efficient—allowing you to 
complete your degree and enter the workforce in 
the shortest time possible. Our curriculum provides 
you with early exposure to clinical experiences, and 
our faculty are dedicated to your success.

Our beautiful new 124-acre campus in Glendale, 
Arizona, just IS miles northwest of Phoenix, features 
state-of-the-art facilities and a campus environment 
designed for health professions students—a true 
model of the team approach to health care. And 
after you graduate, Arizona offers incredible job 
opportunities for pharmacists.

Visit us on the web at 
<www.midwestern.edu> 

or call us at 888/247-9277

THIS
THURSDAY

STEAMBOAT
skithis2000.com

Qoiden National Honor" Society

General Meeting 
Tuesday, November 2nd 
8:30 p.m. Koldus 111

H
IS

2
U D E IM X

FOU1SIOA. XIOJNI

3rd
GENERAL MEETING

Come hear the Aggies’ 
Volleyball Coach Corbelli 

and team players!!

Date: Tuesday, 
November 2 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Meeting Place: MSC 224
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Plagiarpalooza
Students, professors must guard against academic dishorn

Plagiarism has plagued 
students of every age 
since the inception of 
standardized testing. Usually 

seen as a harmless, natural 
way for athletic-scholarship 
recipients to pass classes, pla
giarism actually is a potential 
fly in the nation’s educational 
ointment. It has the explosive 
capability to undermine and 
degrade such American educational fundamen
tals as underpaid teachers and toilet-paperless 
restroom stalls.

Plagiarism is loosely defined as the act of 
artistic or literary theft, which leaves the indi
vidual wondering, “Shouldn’t the Foo Fighters 
be getting their pants sued off by The Rolling 
Stones? And shouldn’t The Rolling Stones be 
getting their pants sued off by The Beatles? And 
shouldn’t The Beatles be getting their pants 
sued off by Tog, the primordial caveman who, 
with two flat stones, created the first backbeat?”

The answer is “No.” Knowing full well that 
problems solved by lawsuits amount to those 
solved by NetAid, scholastic circles are taking 
it upon themselves to crack down on plagia
rism. However, to achieve their dreams of to
tal scholastic honesty, both professors and 
students must work together to know how to 
detect plagiarism and how to know when 
one’s own work is in doubt.

Many apprehensive professors have collabo
rated their notes and talents to publish a collec
tion of guidelines to identify the telltale signs of 
both blatant and subtle plagiarism in a book ti
tled War and Peace. The authors suggest one 
can sense plagiarism if an author’s name is 
vaguely familiar, such as Chuck Nabokov, Edgar 
Allen Poverty-level and Opreh. Another reliable 
way to detect literary theft is to examine the ac
tual text of a document for inconsistent writing.

If an educational official reads a paper with 
the line “It was the best of times; it was the 
worst of the not-as-good-as-the-best-of times,” 
he or.she can justifiably suspect plagiarism. If 
the professor happens across “It was the best of 
times; it was happy hour,” alcoholism can be 
added to the charge. And if the academician 
reads “It was the best of times. I like pudding. 
The End,” he ocshe can at least respect the stu
dent’s average yards per carry.

Once a professor suspects scholastic dishon
esty, how should he or she confront the stu
dent? Experience shows a student publicly ac
cused of plagiarism will immediately deny the 
charge, drop the course and move to Holly
wood. Instead, professors are encouraged to uti
lize a more subtle, mild-mannered approach.

Instead of spewing flames from one’s mouth 
into the very heart of the student as the earth 
splits and cries forth, and steaming lava and 
hellish, demonic hounds circle the classroom, 
professors can hope to attain true academic 
honesty by appealing to the student’s reasoning 
and goodwill. Or at least replace the hellhounds 
with purgaterriers.

Knowing when one’s academic honesty is in 
question is just as important as knowing when

to be suspicious. By being aware of others’ sus
picions, one can act quickly to dispel any 
doubts of integrity and thus restart the wonder
ful magic machine of American education. A 
sign a student’s work has aroused a professor’s 
suspicion is if he or she can somehow remem
ber the student’s face and name in a class of 
300. Another sign of suspicion is if during lec
tures the professor tends to stare at the suspect
ed plagiarist. Or maybe the professor is starting 
to see public speaking’s trick-of-the-trade payoff 
of picturing everyone in their underwear.

Of course, if one believes a professor is sus
picious of one’s work yet does not have any 
evidence to prove credibility, he or she should 
either examine and reconsider the sources 
from which information was “borrowed" for 
the sake of future assignments or get good at 
football fast.

But since anabolic steroids have become le
gitimate for public consumption and therefore 
scarce, the former is the student’s best fret. Pla
giarism is inherently wrong, but plagiarizing 
from poor sources is doubly upsetting. One will 
earn scholastic expulsion; the other will warrant 
a staff-writing position. Whether because of 
their place in common knowledge, their incon
sistency or their unreliability, bad sources used 
to gather information for misuse include: retire
ment homes (the Cold War was not fought in 
Antarctica, and gravy was not originally blue), 
psychic hotlines (economics cannot be under
stood by palm readings, and the history of colo
nial America has nothing to do with one’s credit 
card number) and the Internet in general 
(weirdos in chatrooms who want to “help you 
with anatomy” are not one’s friends, and a 
Website is not an authority on animal hus
bandry, no matter what the pictures show).

It is through the Internet, however, that pro
fessors have found a new weapon to use in

ROBERT HYNECEKTiu mm

the fight against plagiarism. The Website J 
“www.plagiarism.com” boasts a numbe: 
features with which a professor can coir.:| 
student’s works over time, search for info® 
tion about plagiarism, utilize a vast daia:: 
of scholastic references and maybe even::! 
that special someone on one of the site’sem 
"hot” message boards (SM. Doctorate.L a 
think. Has a huge thesis! Can teach twosa 
jects at the same time! SeekingSF wither>m 
grant money for Poppa).

All things aside, plagiarism, even if coil 
mitted without rebuke from authority,isi 
victimless crime. Using a prefabricatedr 
as one’s own may seem beneficial andai|: 
times even necessary for success insch:. 
and it very well may be. In the long run, If 
ever, plagiarism is a bane for even then®' 
desperate student. By claiming a superior: 
per as one’s own, a precedent is set One;: 
work will have to be of equal or greatercaj 
iber from that point on, magnifying the sit 
dent’s responsibility and woe.

The fact is the very things wm®atev\i|‘ 
world turn on its crystalline axiswemei 
tially plagiarized from the metaphoricalgedr 
of history. From the Grimms’ SevenDwanT 
came the Smurfs. From the Smurfscame 
Fraggle Rock. From Fraggle Rock came Tel: 
tubbies. From Teletubbies came JerryFafc 
The cycle continues.

Behold the grand paradox of plagiarisin' 
the sanctioned trespass. It is the very sub® 
our decries ajid the very substance of ouilrl 
hood. It is truly the worst of times; itistmW 
worst of times.

Jacob Hiwalisasom 
English m

£<11^ HAIR DESIGN

694-9755

Formal Up Do’s
118 Walton Dr.

Across from Main Entrance to Texas A&M

OBT IN 
SHAPE!

We will pay you to lose weight rating the foods y< 
Loose up to 29 lbs. in the next 30 days and KEEP IT 

No Struggling or Exercise 

Doctor Recommended 

100% Natural - 100% Guaranteed 

For program details call 268-9634

The Perfect Gifts 
for Your 
Aggie 

Graduation.

Citizen 
Watches with 

Official A&M Seal 
Gold-Tone $17900 
Two-Tone $15900

Quartz Movement. 3 yr. Warranty. Water Resistant.

*Call for Quantity Prices 
Available in Mens and Ladies Sizes 

Sorry no mail orders
John D. Huntley ‘79
313B S College Ave.

846-8916
TAG-Heoer

SWISS MADE SINCE I860
An official authorized 

dealer for Tag-Heuer and Breitling.

BREITLING
1884

Are you positivi 
he is

negative?
Call 1-800-230-PLAN and be

connected to the nearest clinic ❖ www.pphouston.fl

Planned Parenthood®
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc.

crcz-Emr

WEEKLY SPECIAL! 
Specialized Hardrocktf

Reg. s399."

SALE $349."

Official Sponsor 
of TAMU Cycling Teaifl

764-2000

3122 S. Texas Ave. 
College Station

M-F 10-7
Sat. 9-6 Sun. 12-6

www.valleycyclery.com 693-

http://www.varsityfordcstx.com
mailto:newcar@varsitv-ford.com
http://www.midwestern.edu
http://www.pphouston.fl
http://www.valleycyclery.com

