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Money Pit
5 indents share experiences with less-than-perfect landlords
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BY MELISSA PANTANO
The Battalion

f Lewis slides the key into the lock of his 
pew apartment. As he opens the door, he 
jids the temperature on the inside is higher 
Ihe temperature outside.

He checks the thermostat, and behold, it reads 
Agrees. He sighs as he realizes he has one of 

He” landlords.
Hoving off-campus is an exciting experi- 
ice, but it can be spoiled by the person who 
Ulirts the rent.
lU wis, a senior agriculture develop- 
ent major, said he has been at odds 
ith his landlord since the day he 

into is apartment, 
hen we got there, the AC was 

Lewis said, “I tried to get 
toll of my landlord, but she nev- 

j^HHurned my calls.”
“1 went out of town for a few 

Lewis said, “When 1 got 
she had put a window unit in 

> -oi e that blew 5 feet of cold air —
* ■the fridge was broken. Then she 

and my roommate a letter that 
HHthat she thought we were respon- 

■ for the AC and the fridge being bro- 
| ■ like we would turn it off on purpose.”

But Lewis’ landlord nightmare was just
BBnning.

|lts been a month, and the AC is still bro- 
” Lewis said “It’s so bad that I have had to 
with a friend.”
ewis is not the only Aggie who has had to 
with shady landlords.

leather Milner, a junior agriculture develop- 
iFcou;MBii«nt major, said she, has gotten the shaft from 

he residential powers-that-be.
V‘I lived in this one place a few years ago,” 
vlilnersaid, “The management had changed.

and we got a new landlord. After that every
thing went to hell.”

“There was a rumor that the manager would 
fine residents for different things and then pock
et the cash,” Milner said. “Also, if you paid your 
rent in cash, that would get pocketed, too.”

MARK MCPHERSON/The BATTALION

Sometimes a different type of landlord attracts 
different types of tenants.

“One time I woke up in the morning and 
there was all this noise outside,” Milner said. “I 
turned on the TV., and my complex was on be
cause there was a hostage situation. The SWAT 
team was there, and it was just a big mess.

“The police were doing drug busts there all 
the time, people’s cars were being broken into 
— it was a scary place to live, and the lousy 
landlord didn’t help.

“So, I moved to the complex where my old 
landlord transferred to.”

Jennifer McCreary, assistant coordinator of 
the Off Campus Student Services Department 
of Student Life, said there are some common 
problems student tenants should avoid.

“People need to read and understand their 
lease,” McCreary said. “If your landlord says 

that they are going to fix something and it is 
not added to your lease agreement, they 

are under no legal obligation to fix it. Ver
bal contracts don’t hold up.”

McCreary said students mostly run 
into problems with the return of their 
deposit.

“Save a copy of repair requests,” 
McCreary said. “Keep anything you 
turn in your landlord.”

Gavin Daniels, a senior architecture 
major, said he wished he had followed 
McCreary’s advice when dealing with 
one of his landlords.

“He totally misrepresented the house 
when we went to look at it,” Daniels said, 

“He said that the house would be clean 
when we moved in and that we would have 

trash service.
“When we moved in, the house was a mess 

and it didn’t have a refrigerator. Not only that, 
but we never did get our trash picked up” 

Daniels said his old landlord took advan
tage of him and his roommates.

“This one time, we came home and our TV 
and vacuum cleaner were both gone,” he said.

“My landlord said that he took them be
cause our rent was late, and that is legal for 
landlords to hold your stuff hostage, but they 
have to give proper notification first.”
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When a girl wants to do some- 

f!fie0fl//Bng guys traditionally do, they 
;®i«?/pink‘Oh, she’s dumb, she does- 
te rA’t know what she’s doing,”’ Brad- 
,esv berry said. “That’s the stereotype 
i sf —fookjt the ratio of girls to guys

gaP> according to the WSSF, 
creasing. Over 22 percent of 
iverall sports-shooting popula- 

m are women with five million 
en participating in handgun, 

land shotgun sports.

Bradberry said while shooting 
is fun, she considered it more a 
skill to acquire than a rush.

“I don’t feel powerful just be
cause I’m holding a gun,” Brad- 
berry said.

However, Bradberry said, 
shooting the gun made her more 
aware of the power of a firearm.

“When you’re holding the gun 
you have to be so careful,” she 
said. “You’re holding something 
that can really hurt yourself and 
someone else.”

Powell said that being able to 
handle a gun is an important fac

tor for women learning to shoot. 
“The physical aspects of shooting 
are different for a woman,” Pow
ell said. “Generally a man is phys
ically stronger, so there’s an aspect 
of control involved.”

Hvizdos said shooting is as 
much a thrill as it is a skill.

“Shooting gave me an adrena
line rush," Hvizdos said. “The 
guys teaching me thought I was 
really good. It was kind of a dan
ger thing.”

According to WSSF statistics, 
women own 9 percent of all 
firearms in the U.S.

Hvizdos and Bradberry both 
said there are safety issues that go 
along with shooting.

“It’s more dangerous not to 
know how to use a gun and have 
it in the house,” Hvizdos said.

Bradberry said she would prob
ably not be able to hurt someone 
even if threatened.

“I don’t see myself being able fo 
shoot a person, even if I’m b^ing 
attacked,” she said. “You would 
want to protect yourself, but in a 
dangerous situation, I don’t think 
I could stay in control. I think 
that’s true of a lot of women.”
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VICTOR'S
Quality Mens & Ladies Boot & Shoe Repair

Custom Hand Made 
Aggie Senior Boots

No Waiting List Necessary
Order at your convenience 

Class of 2001 is not too late to order now!
• Regular Delivery 3-4 months
• Best warranty in B/CS

784.82
including tax & deposit

3601 Texas Ave.( at Dunn), Bryan 
11/2 miles north of 

University Intersection

Serving Aggie's Since 1966 rtytr A'l'l/I
Hours Mon.-Fri. 8-6:30 Sat. 9-3 IHr

.
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Post Oak Mall

Entertainment

Featuring
and YOU!

Reed Boyd
Tuesday - Saturday • 9pm • Ne Caver 1

For reservations call: 693-6429

Lunch • Dinner • Spirits • Daily!

The Heat Is On
Saturday, September 25th 

10:00 — 2:00 pm 
Academic Plaza 

Food, Music, Fun

Stop By Before The Game

ROSENTHAL MEAT SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 

DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL SCIENCE
Open this Saturday 9 a.m. till 1:30 p.m. for your pre-game and post game needs.

We are located on West Campus between the Kleberg Center and Horticulture/Forest Science 
Building, South of Bio/Bio, and North of Reed Arena. Come In for lunch or a break.

^njwJL
Smoked Meats

Try our Aggie Special @ $T99
Jalapeno sausage wrap or sausage-qn-a-stick

Beef
QUARTER POUND 

GROUND BEEF
$1 .69 per lb. (10 # box)

HALF POUND 
GROUND BEEF

$1 .69 per lb. (12 # box)

BEEF FOR “FAJITAS”
(tenderized, marinated, and seasoned)

$2.29 per lb.

*Trim Beef, Pork, Lamb *Fresh Farm Eggs *Fresh Sausage
Prices effective while supplies last or until September 30, 1999

Mon-Fri 9AM-6PM 
(409)845-5651

We accept Aggie Bucks 
meat.tamu. ed u/rosenthal. html

Want a new hairstyle? A whole new look?

—SALON & BOUTIQUE-----
Join Us In Welcoming

Rubin Ramos, Masterstylist, with over 10 years 
of experience. He would like to invite all of his 
past & new customers to call or stop by soon. 

Rubin’s Services Include:
Cuts • Up-to-Date Styling • Perms • Highlighting 

Foiling • Coloring • Body Waves • Up-Do’s

775-VILLA (8452)
Conveniently Located At 203 E. Villa Maria in Bryan 

, Wed, Fri & Sat 8-4 • Thuts 10-7 • Evenings By Appt. Only • Walk-Ins Welcome

Graduating Seniors 
Texas A&M

Graduation Announcements
• We accept orders until November 30th

• Aggieland Printing can get you ready to 
mail announcements in one week

• We have our own unique design 
Licensed by A&M Don't miss it - see them 
on the web www.aggielandprinting.com

We sell
• Graduation Announcements
• Thank You Notes

Graduation Remembrance Displays 
Personalized Graduate Notepads

Order & pay online: www.aggielandprinting.com

Aggieland Printing • 1801 Holleman • College Station 
693-8621 M-F 8:30-5:30

MSC Film Society
presents...

Clue The
Movie

Friday, Sept. 24th 
7:00 & 9:30

Tickets: $3.50 at the door or 
$3.00 in advance at the MSC Bo> 

Office. (845-1234)
All films sh own in the 

Rudder Theatre Complex.

Persons with disabilities please call 845- 
1515 to inform us of your special needs.

Questions? Call the Aggie 
Cinema Hotline 847-8478. 

Website:
http://films.tamu.edu

it-i -x :>
Find out if you've been selected 

for membership in

Golden Key National 
Honor Society

Stop by the information tables: 
Sept. 21st - 24th 

@ Rudder Fountain

• Networking
• Positive Attitudes
• Academic Recognition
• Opportunity to work with

campus and community 
leaders

• Scholarships

Fish Camr
Class

* BONFIRE 
Aggie Ring »
Man. Student Government 
El
Tap,., . ........ ...------
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Howdy Week « 
2000 - 12th

ian • Dtuaent government * King ua.n.ce

A? picture is worth
ips ® TSsJi Pond ® Agcne Football • 0ONM.R
Aggie

Ring Dance1
kei:
3/E

,e Muster1 ■
• War Hymn ♦ Sul Ross • Boot Dance • Century 
free • Memorial Student Center • AGGIE RING

* Howdy’' Week • /T-Camp »Maroon Out « 12th
Man . ® Class of 2000 * Ring Dance *
Class of 2000: Don't be left out 

of the 2000 Aggieland! Aggie
y * ‘Corps 'of C<tciets Aggie Muster * War

Get your FREE Senior picture at AR Photography, 
located at 1410 Texas Ave. South.

No appointments necessary. Open M-F 9-12, 1:30-5. 
Extended sittings available for $10.
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