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eukemia takes life 
f Gorbachev’s wifeerto
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a Mr.:WvioSCOW (AP) — Deeply scorned in Russia while 
was ;he lived, Raisa Gorbachev was inundated with ven- 

Mondi iration and praise after she died yesterday of leukemia 
ds amicHa sharp, and belated, swing of the nation’s emo- 
ar>d ional pendulum.

■The wife of the last Soviet president, Mikhail 
wscoi Gorbachev, died at the Muenster University Clinic 
3ut hi a Germany at the age of 67. Her 
doya Husband and their daughter were 

' Bh her when she died, her doc
ent sty ors said.
“HeraiBMrs. Gorbachev had been as re- 
lande-Bd at home as she was admired 

t “Titc Bhe West. Many Russians derid- 
J S. t »d her for her stylish clothes, her 
lacarc-ioise, and most of all, for carving 
d" - DUia public role for herself. 
tingcoBEven the love and support Mrs. Gorbachev so 
ossell dearly showed for her husband created resentment 
or in Russia.
to RicoBNow, ordinary Russians are speaking out in admi- 
ies on latiion of the Gorbachevs’ love and professing admi- 
u thi: ration for the ex-president and first lady, 
lad saiBlelephones and fax machines at the Gorbachev 
if Puer Bundation were flooded with calls yesterday from or- 

now diitary people and politicians, foundation spokesper- 
Bi Irina Malikova said.
B“It’s a very big tragedy,” one mourner, who gave
on her first name, Irina, said. “I’m just very sorry.” 

)se okB President Boris Yeltsin, a bitter rival of Gorbachev in
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the twilight years of the Soviet Union in the late 1980s, 
sent a telegram expressing grief and condolences.

“With pain I learned about the tragedy that has 
struck your family,” Yeltsin and his wife Naina wrote 
to Gorbachev. “You have lost the most loyal and de
voted friend. Gone is a wonderful person, a beautiful 
woman, a loving wife and mother.”

Yeltsin ordered a government plane to fly to Ger
many to bring Mrs. Gorbachev’s body to Russia today.

The turnaround would be striking anywhere else. 
It is less so in Russia, which has been accused in the 
past of damning the living and then turning them into 
national heroes in death.

Alexander Pushkin, the great 19th-century Russian 
poet, wrote in his blank-verse drama “Boris Go
dunov”: “Commoners hate living powers; they can 
only love the dead.”

Some prominent examples include Russia’s last 
czar Nicholas II, who was denounced as a weak and 
tyrannical ruler by his subjects, but elevated to a near
icon — with the Orthodox Church actually consider
ing canonizing him — in recent years.

Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev was ridiculed by 
his contemporaries for a lack of finesse and educa
tion but lauded after his death for exposing dictator 
Josef Stalin’s repression. And writer and poet Boris 
Pasternak, the author of Dr. Zhivago, saw his books 
banned by Soviet authorities and censured by the 
public until, they jumped on his bandwagon in the 
late 1980s.

Nations lag in exploitation laws
■ BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Commercial sexual exploitation of 
children is growing, despite 

.promises from more than 120 
w countries to halt abuse, pornogra- 

1 * phy and sex tourism, according to 
UP‘children’s rights workers gathered 
Jk' Bangkok yesterday.
‘d^lB While there has been progress 
5tuifc 'in recent years, there is still a lack 

of political will and concrete ac- 
ioc.: *rtion, activist Carol Smolensk! said, 
ih- M f “The problem is getting worse as 

' Wthe world is shrinking,” Smolenski, 
of theU.S. arm of ECPAT, a global 

ed • non-governmental organization 
not (ig/uingchild exploitation, said.
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The activists said the easy avail
ability of sex on the Internet — in
cluding pedophile chat lines and ad
vertisements from companies that 
organize sex holidays — is among 
the key reasons why sexual ex
ploitation of children is a bigger 
global problem than ever before.

Activists from more than 50 
countries were attending a confer
ence to review implementation of 
the World Congress against Com
mercial Sexual Exploitation of 
Children, held in Sweden in 1996.

In all, 122 countries joined the 
congress. But so far, only 19 have 
come up with national plans to

combat child prostitution and 
pornography through legislation, 
improved law enforcement and at
tempts to boost public awareness. 
At the Stockholm congress, partici
pating countries promised to do so 
by the end of 2000.

Smolenski said that up to a quar
ter of foreign child-sex offenders in 
countries such as Thailand, Taiwan, 
the Philippines, Sri Lanka and Cos
ta Rica were from the United States.

Since legislation to punish U.S. 
citizens who commit child-sex of
fenses abroad was adopted five 
years ago, only two have been 
prosecuted, she said.
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AT TIAA-CREF, 
LOW EXPENSES ARE 
A HIGH PRIORITY.

All financial companies charge 

operating fees and expenses — 

some more than others. Of course, the 

lower the expenses you pay, the better. 

That way, more of your money goes 

where it should — toward building a 

comfortable future.

As the largest retirement system in 

the world,1 we have among the lowest 

expenses in the insurance and mutual 

fund industries.2

In fact, TIAA-CREF’s 0.35% average 

fund expenses are a fraction of the 

expense charges of comparable funds.3 

It’s one reason why IVLorningstar says, 

“TIAA-CREF sets the standard in the

financial services industry.”

A focus on your future
Of course, expenses are only one factor 

to consider when you make an invest

ment decision. Morningstar also noted 

our commitment to “consumer education,

service” and “solid investment perfor-
t

mance.” Because that can make a differ

ence in the long run, too.

At TIAA-CREF, we believe people 

would like to spend more in retirement, 

not on their retirement company. Today, 

over two million people count on that 

approach to help them build financial 

security. So can you.

To find out more — give us 
a call or visit our website

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it."

1 800 842-2776

www.tiaa-cref.org

^ Based on $250 billion in assets under management. ^ Standard (3Poors Insurance Ratin/j Analysis, 1999; and Lipper Analytical Services, Inc., Ijipper-Dirtclors'Analytical Data 1999 
(quarterly). ^Morningstar Variable Annuities!Life, 6/30/1999. Of the 6,332 variable annuities tracked by Morningstar, the average fund had total fees combining annual expenses of 0.84% 

plus an insurance expense of 1.26%. TIAA-CREF expenses are subject to change and are not guaranteed for the future. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. TIAA-CREF 
Individual and Institutional Services distributes CREF certificates and interests in the TIAA Real Estate Account. For more complete information, including charges and expenses, call 
1 800 842-2776, extension 5509, for prospectuses. Read them carefully before you invest or send money.
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FREE ADVANCE SCREENING

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
@ Rudder Theatre

8 PM Wednesday, September 22

FREE ADMISSION* while passes last

INFO?: call 845-1515 
http://films.tamu.edu

* Passes available at Rudder Theatre Box 
Ofice or lobby.

Passes required. Seating is limited and not guaranteed.
Please arrive early.

Presented in association with MSC Film Society.
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