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Wally Groff, Texas A&M athletic di
rector, said Slocum’s new deal fur
ther illustrates Slocum’s success as 
a coach.

“He (Slocum) has gone about 
his business in a classy manner and 
has done so with a high regard to 
compliance with NCAA and Big 12 
rules,” Groff said. “I believe this 
package is comparable to other top 
football coaches in the country, and 
R.C. Slocum is among the top 
coaches in the country.”

Presbyterian committee votes
to recommend gay ministers

FORT WORTH (AP) — After more than eight 
hours of heated debate, a Presbyterian church 
committee voted yesterday night to recommend 
allowing the ordination of gays and lesbians as 
ministers.

In a 24-14 vote, the Church Orders and Min
istry committee recommended striking a clause 
from the church’s constitution that forbids the or
dination of “self-affirming, practicing homosexu
als” to the ministry.

The issue now goes to the full 560-member as
sembly later this week during the denomination’s 
annual meeting in Fort Worth. Approval would re
quire a simple majority.

If the measure passes, it goes before the or
dained Presbyterian ministers and elders nation
wide for approval.

The committee almost did not vote on the mea
sure Tuesday night. Committee members consid
ered delaying a vote until next year’s assembly, 
but came back after a dinner break and took up 
the ordination issue once more.

“I am pleasantly surprised by this,” the Rev. 
Don Stroud, a gay man who was ordained before 
the 1978 amendment that prohibits gays from or
dination, said.

“Our presbyteries are put 
in the situation where they 
are not in accordance with 
the word of Godr which asks 
us to iove everyone/'

Rev. Don Stroud

‘‘Before the assembly, I was hopeful but not op
timistic. They’ve been at it for a long time, but 
when they came back (from dinner) and started 
talking, I realized they were going to vote for this 
thing.”

Opponents have argued the gay lifestyle goes 
against biblical principles.

‘‘It is scandalous to the gospel the way these 
people behave,” the Rev. Stephen Moss, a com
mittee member, said during a heated debate. “I 
know of no other behavior that the scripture for
bids that is upheld by the church as proper.”

Proponents say the church discriminates 
against gays and lesbians by keeping them from 
fulfilling their calling.

“Our presbyteries are put in the situation where 
they are not in accordance with the word of God 
which asks us to love everyone,” Stroud said. “I 
am a gay man that was blessed to be called by the 
church and what this says is my right to serve the 
Lord is based on me being heterosexual and not 
the grace of God.”

At last year’s general assembly, the church post
poned a similar decision. In 1996 and 1997, the 
Book of Order language on gays and lesbians was 
altered only slightly. Pressure from both sides for 
a ruling brought it to the forefront again this year.

Bush raises $ 1 million on capital trip
WASHINGTON (AP) — Texas 

Gov. George W. Bush huddled yes
terday with members of Congress 
on his first trip to the nation’s cap
ital since forming his presidential 
exploratory committee, and fat
tened his campaign bank account 
by $1 million at a lobbyist-studded 
fund-raiser.

Together, the events affirmed 
the strong support for Bush, the 
front-runner among Republican 
presidential candidates in the polls 
and in the race for campaign dol
lars.

Bush’s Washington foray also 
offered ammunition to Republicans

hoping to defeat him in next year’s 
presidential primaries and caucus
es and to Democrats hoping to beat 
him in the gener
al election. Re
publicans criti
cized his ties to 
the lobbyists 
helping him raise 
money for his 
campaign, and 
Democrats blast
ed his links to 
congressional Re
publicans in the wake of last 
week’s defeat of new gun control 
legislation.

BUSH

Before an enthusiastic crowd of 
2,000 supporters. Bush declared, 
“I’m proud to be a compassionate 
conservative. On this ground I will 
take my stand.”

Continuing a hallmark of Bush 
fundraising events, costs were kept 
to a minimum. There were no ta
bles and no waiters; guests stood 
and dined on hot dogs, hamburg
ers, brownies and cookies. There 
was an open bar.

Standing in front of 26 Ameri
can flags and the sound of George 
Strait singing “Heartland” in the 
background, Bush called for tax 
cuts, more money for the military.

reforming the legal system and the 
need to improve education.

“Every child will be educated 
and no children will be left be
hind,” he said. “I believe in the 
power of high standards and high 
hopes.”

Behind closed doors. Bush met 
first with 32 senators and then with 
100 members of House, most of 
whom already have endorsed the 
governor.

“I came by to say thanks for 
their strong support,” Bush said af
ter his Senate meeting. “I’m really 
pleased with the support I’ve re
ceived inside this building.”

Now Hiring 
Part-Time

Our new facility is open in the College Station Business Center! Openings 
include:

• Customer Service
• PC Support
• Office Maintenance
• Hardware Repair & Support

Other full time positions available as well. We offer flexible hours between 
6 a.m. - 10 p.m., and real world work experience with opportunity for full 
time after graduation. All majors are encouraged to apply and training is 
provided. E.O.E. To apply, please call our Personnel headquarters or visit 
our website.

UCS Inc. 
409-595-2609

www.universalcomputersys.com 
UCS hires non-tobacco users only.
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Big Ass Beer Night
s2 Big Ass Beers • 50C Well Drinks 

S1 Refills all night 
75<t Longnecks until 10 p.m.

Wet-n-Wild T-Shirt Contest
No Cover for Ladies all night

THURSDAY
International Homemade Bikini Contest

*2500 in cash & prizes
50^ Well Drinks • 75# Longnecks until I I p.m.

For more information call 823-6111

Score your 
best with the #1 

computer DAT 
prep course.

Kaplan's exam-focused DAT prep includes all of the 
content, strategies and hands-on computer practice 
you'll need to score high and gain that competitive 
edge when applying to dental school.

DAT classes begin July 8th and 
August 29th

KAPLAN
1 -800-KAP-TEST

www.kaplan.com ■ AOL keyword: kaplan
» American Dental Aasocia’&rt.

World Leader In Test Preparation

more reason to 
sign up For our

GMAT
You’ll really like us
Over 90% of our students state that The Princeton 
Review was recommended to them by a friend.

We know the CAT
No one knows computer adaptive tests better than The 
Princeton Review. Our students practice on full-length, 
fully-adaptive CAT practice tests and have access to 
our entire library of CAT materials on the Web.

Classes start 7/1 O. Call now.
ID)

(0

the (4Q9) 696-9099PRINCETON V /
REVIEW

or visit us at

www. re vi e w. com
inieton Review is not offiliofed with Prmtelon University u GMAC.

Evans group names 
new president

Ron Beard, director of Food Ser
vices at Texas A&M, is the new pres
ident of the Friends of the Sterling C. 
Evans Library organization.

Beard said in a press release one 
goal of the organization for the mil
lennium is to increase community 
awareness of the group and what it 
does for the University’s libraries.

“Another is to visit with library 
friends at another university to en
hance our knowledge base and stim
ulate ideas for further support of our 
own library system,” Beard said.

Serving with Beard is Charles 
Thurston of San Antonio, vice-presi
dent elect; Harwood Hinton of 
Austin, vice president of member
ship; Jeanne Mitchell of Bryan, sec
retary; and JoAnn Treat of College 
Station, treasurer.
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Prof warns against 
pets in truck beds

A Texas A&M professor of vet
erinary medicine said though dogs 
seem to love riding in the back of 
pickup trucks, it can be deadly for 
the animals.

Dr. Deb Zoran, a professor in the 
College of Veterinary Medicine’s 
Small Animal Clinic said in a press 
release that she sees numerous 
cases of dogs being injured be
cause they were riding in the back 
of trucks.

Settlement reach 
in fen-phen lawst

HOUSTON (AP) — The sec
ond fen-phen lawsuit in the na
tion to go to trial was settled 
yesterday for an undisclosed 
amount.

Attorneys for pharmaceutical 
giant American Home Products 
Corp. and relatives of Mary 
Marisa Smith, who claimed the 
once-popular diet drug killed the 
35-year-old, made the announce
ment in a joint statement.

“We’re glad to have reached 
a resolution that brings closure 
to this case for all the parties in
volved,” the statement read.

The release also noted that 
“previously publicized reports 
of a potential settlement figure 
have been unfounded.” It had
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