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Growth industry

ANTHONY DISALVO/Tiu Battalion

Senior agriculture major Walt Rakowitt builds a crop-height sensor 
Monday as part of a new Department of Agricultural Engineering 
project. The sensor uses infrared sensors to measure plant height.

U.S., Cuba hold narcotics tal
WASHINGTON (AP) — Amid protests from 

Cuban-American lawmakers, four U.S. officials 
met yesterday in Havana with Cuban officials 
to discuss ways of improving 
counter-narcotics coopera
tion, a State Department offi
cial said.

Meetings between U.S. and 
Cuban officials on issues oth
er than migration are rare but 
not unprecedented.

“This is not a change in U.S. 
policy,” Michael Ranneberger, 
head of the State Department’s 
office of Cuban affairs, said. He said the meeting 
was within guidelines for law-enforcement efforts 
on counter-narcotics.

The U.S. team consisted of two State De
partment and two Coast Guard officials who 
spent one day in Cuba.

CASTRO

Monday’s meeting was aimed at elevating 
communications on counter-narcotics issues 
from an existing telex link to a phone link and 
other means, an official said, adding that the 
U.S. team had no plans to offer assistance to 
Cuba, to share intelligence or to discuss joint 
operations.

U.S. counter-drug specialists have become 
increasingly concerned about South American 
traffickers’ use of Cuban waters and air space to 
transport drugs to the United States, and the law 
enforcement community requested a team be 
sent, said the official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity.

Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Fla., objected to 
the decision, saying it was ridiculous for the ad
ministration to give Cuban President Fidel Cas
tro credibility on the drug issue. She said Cas
tro is notorious for helping drug traffickers. 
Similar objections were voiced by Rep. Lincoln

Diaz-Balart who, like Ros-Lehtiner: 
born South Florida Republican.

In a telephone interview, Diaz 
a grand jury in U.S. District Col« 
Florida prepared an indictmentj 
Castro government concerning 
caine that entered the United Stale 
ton administration shelved their 
1993 despite “massive” evidence:! 
volvement with drug kingpins,& 
tative said.

But Barry McCaffrey, the Wh
en nt ml policy chief, said last mo: f 
has shown a willingness to helfl 
States fight international drug trad: I

Only a small portion of the drug f 
United States come through Cubl 
said, adding that the island’s 
growing tourist market could mak: 
tune target for drug traffickers.
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Railway killer charged in 2 deaths
MURPHYSBORO, 111. (AP) — An 

alleged serial killer who is apparent
ly making his way from town to 
town by hopping freight trains was 
charged yesterday with murdering a 
father and daughter in Illinois, bring
ing to eight the number of slayings 
he is linked to.

Rafael Resendez-Ramirez, 39, 
was also put on the FBI’s 10 Most 
Wanted list Monday. He is wanted 
for questioning in five killings in 
Texas and one in Kentucky since 
August 1997.

“All I do know is that if this per
son is the person we suspect in these 
crimes, it’s a very dangerous and vi
olent person,” said Don K. Clark, the 
agent in charge of FBI’s Houston of
fice and leader of the nationwide 
task force searching for the suspect. 
The task force has more than 200 in
vestigators working the case.

Authorities believe Resendez- 
Ramirez has been riding the rails, 
finding victims along the way. All 
eight slayings took place on or near 
railroad tracks.

“What weVe learned 
about him through 
profiling, its just a 
matter of time before 
he kills again.ff

— Mike Cox 
Texas Department 

of Public Safety

As for a motive, Clark said: “I 
wish I could tell you.”

The task force, assembled earlier 
this month after authorities con
nected the killings, has stopped and 
searched freight trains as part of its 
manhunt, and freight railroads have 
stepped up security.

Agents also have circulated pho
tographs of Resendez-Ramirez in 
towns along his suspected path.

“What we’ve learned about him 
through profiling, it’s just a matter of 
time before he kills again,” Mike 
Cox, spokesperson for the Texas De
partment of Public Safety, said.

Jackson County, Ill., State’s Attor
ney Mike Wepseic said fingerprints 
found on an abandoned truck con
nect Resendez-Ramirez to the two 
killings. The bodies of Geoige Mor- 
ber, 80, and his 52-year-old daughter, 
Carolyn Frederick, were found June 
15 in his home in Gorham, 100 yards 
from the railroad tracks.
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MARSHALL SUMMER
Goodwrench

Service
Lawrence Marshall offers GM Goodwrench Service Plus (the plus means 
better), the new way servicing your truck or car. Now, you’ll get a limited 

Lifetime Guarantee on selected parts and repairs, good for as long as you 
own your GM vehicle. Plus, get courtesy transportation and up-front 

competitive pricing. See your Lawrence Marshall service advisor for details.

OIL & FILTER CHANGE

$
COOLING SYSTEM 
DRAIN AND FILL

Plus 31 point inspection.
Includes 5 quarts of oil and oil filter. 

Some models higher.
Includes one gallon of coolant. 

Some models higher.

COOLING SYSTEM 
FLUSH %

Includes two gallons of coolant and 
chemical flush. Keeps your engine 

coo! and efficient.

ALL G.M PARTS PURCHASED 
OVER THE COUNTER.
Accessories not included. 
Some restrictions apply.

TIRE ROTATION AIR CONDITIONER 
PERFORMANCE TEST

Plus free brake inspection.
A tire rotation prolongs tire life! 

Some vehicles extra.

PLUS REFRIGERANT
We’ll identify any system leaks. We’ll keep 

you cool during our hot Texas days!

MARSHALL MARSHALL
PONTIAC*BUICK*GMC OLDS*CADILLAC*ISUZU

779-1000
601 South Texas Ave

779-3516 
2401 Texas Ave.

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7am-6pm • SATURDAY-8am-12pm

Aggie Owned • Aggie Operated
All service specials are good through September 15,1999

When it comes to

choices.

no one stacks up like FIRSTCAI
Some like vanilla. Some prefer chocolate, 
Some rave about tutti-frutti. But everyone 
likes to have a choice. That's why FIRSTCARE 
offers you more choices than any other 
Health Maintenance Organization.

On top of that, the dollars 
FIRSTCARE stay right here 
Texas.

With FIRSTCARE, you can choose your 
Primary Care Physician from Bryan- 
College Station and Central Texas' largest 
network of doctors. You also have direct 
access to your designated OB/GYN for 
gender-related problems, and there are 
many other referral specialists ready to 
serve you.

To top it off, FIRSTCARE has no 
forms to fill out, no annual deductil 
meet and minimal out-of-pocket expt

If this all looks good to you, call (254)2(1 
or 1-888-817-2273 for more inform 
With so many choices, FIRSTCARf 
whole new flavor of HMO. SI
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FIRSTCARE

The HMO of Choice.
A Service of Hillcrest

4547 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 4 • Waco, Texas 76710 • (254) 202-5300 • (888) 817-!

PROFITABLE NUMBER! 845“0569 
THE BATTALION CLASSIFIEDS


