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Turtle trouble
Strandings increase, shrimpers deny hlame

CORPUS CHRISTI, (AP) — 
Wildlife officials are blaming boat 
propellers, fishing line and 
shrimpers’ nets for at least 40 dead 
or near dead sea turtles that have 
washed up on Texas beaches in the 
past two weeks.

It’s been at least a year since so 
many stranded sea turtles were 
found in a two-week period on 
Texas beaches, said Donna Shaver, 
a biologist who studies sea turtles 
at Padre Island National Seashore.

Officials said some of the dead 
turtles found the past two weeks 
were Kemp’s ridleys and 
leatherbacks, both endangered 
species. Others were loggerheads 
and green sea turtles, which the 
federal government classifies as 
threatened species.

Shaver told the Corpus. Christi 
Caller-Times in Sunday’s editions 
that wildlife authorities around the 
state examined the turtles and 
found that one died from being 
caught in a gill net, another died 
apparently from getting tangled in 
fishing line and three appeared to 
have been killed by boat propellers.

Wildlife authorities said acci
dental drownings in shrimpers’ 
nets is a strong possibility in many 
of the cases in which cause of 
death could not be determined.

“It’s important to remember 
there are a variety of factors which 
can cause turtles to strand,” Shaver 
said. “What I can say is that there 
have been numerous shrimp vessels 
seen off the South Texas coast and 
off Galveston as well, so it’s possi

ble some stranded as a result of in
cidental capture in shrimp trawls.”

Most shrimpers comply with 
federal laws that require turtle ex
cluder devices in their nets to pre
vent the turtles from being caught 
and drowning in the nets, said a 
shrimpers’ group spokesman.

“There is 98 to 99 percent com
pliance,” said Wilma Anderson, ex
ecutive director of the Texas Shrimp 
Association, based in Aransas Pass. 
“I think it should be highly recog
nized that the shrimping industry is 
doing a very fine job.”

Anderson said most Texas 
shrimp boats have been shrimping 
off Florida for the past two weeks. 
Shrimpers should not be blamed 
for most of the deaths, Anderson 
said.

ABILENE (AP) — They had the 
wrong man.

Bob Sims, a state trooper who 
patrols Stephens County, knew he 
did not rack up thousands of dol
lars in credit card purchases.

Nevertheless, a river of red ink 
was rising around Sims, his cred
it was wrecked and bill collectors 
were beating down his door.

Authorities finally caught up 
with the credit card culprit last 
year.

When federal agents arrested 
the impostor in Baltimore, he had 
amassed $250,000 in debts using 
Sims’ name and had hundreds of 
unopened credit card bills logging 
purchases on phony accounts 
opened with the personal infor
mation of dozens of Robert Sim
ses nationwide.

“He was living off my credit 
and others,” Sims said. “It was a 
nightmare. We had no credit any
where, and my fear was what let
ter we would get in the mail next. 
There’s no telling how many 
Robert Simses are out there still 
having problems. They may nev
er get it straight.”

The Abilene Reporter-News re
ported in Sunday’s edition that 
another case of identity theft in

TUESDAY
TAMU Buddhist Association: Khen- 
po Tsewang Gyatso Rinpoche will 
speak on “The Meaning of Life from 
the Buddhist Perspective” at 7 p.m. 
in 701 Rudder. Contact Nathaniel 
Rich at 696-0384 for details.

University Undergraduate Re
search Fellows Symposium: A re
ception will be held at 6 p.m. in the 
Rudder Lobby on the 2nd floor. Oral 
presentation of fellows’ completed
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The Texas A&M University Student Publications 
Board is accepting applications for

Editor
The Battalion

Including radio and online editions
Fall 1999

(The fall editor will serve from Aug. 16 through Dec. 10, 1999.)

Qualifications for editor in chief of The Battalion are:
Be a Texas A&M student in good standing with the University and enrolled in at least six 
credit hours (unless fewer credits are required to graduate) during the term of office;

Have at least a 2.00 cumulative grade point ratio and at least a 2.00 grade point ratio in 
the semester immediately prior to the appointment, the semester of appointment and semes
ters) (all summer course work is considered summer semester) during the term of office. In 
order for summer school grades to qualify as previous semester grades, a minimum of six 
hours must be taken during the course of either the full or two summer session(s);

Have completed or be registered in JOUR 301 (Mass Comm Law), or equivalent;

Have at least one year experience in a responsible editorial position on The Battalion or 
comparable daily college newspaper,
-OR-
Have at least one year editorial experience on a commercial newspaper,
-OR-
Have completed at least 12 hours journalism, including JOUR 203 and 303 (Media Writing I 
and II), and JOUR 304 (Editing for the Mass Media), or equivalent.

Application forms should be picked up and returned to Francia Cagle in the 
Student Publications office, room 012 Reed McDonald Building. Deadline for 
submitting application: 5 p.m. Wednesday, April 28, 1999. Applicants will 
be interviewed during the Student Publications Board Meeting beginning at 
4:1 5 p.m. Monday, May 3, 1 999, in room 221 F Reed McDonald.

An Affirmative Action / Equal Opportunity Employer. Committed to Diversity.

Breckenridge is bringing even 
wider attention to an offense that 
only recently became a crime.

Congress last year outlawed 
the assumption of another per
son’s identity and attached a max
imum punishment of 20 years 
confinement to the offense.

The case involves Joseph 
Jerome Griesmer, who stands ac
cused of stealing a New York 
man’s identity 35 years ago.

Griesmer, a Breckenridge bait- 
shop owner, is accused of using 
the alias to avoid detection of a 
dishonorable military discharge, 
to pile up debts and to file a fraud
ulent bankruptcy.

He is scheduled to stand trial 
May 3 in a Lubbock federal court
room.

“It’s an invasion of someone’s 
privacy and credit reputation,” 
said Bill Mateja, the Lubbock 
prosecutor pursuing Griesmer’s 
case. “Most people find it ex
tremely damaging. It’s almost like 
defaming someone.”

Prosecutors charge that Gries
mer, 64, began using the identity 
of a New York man in 1964 after 
the victim’s wallet was stolen at a 
county fair.
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research will be presented 
p.m. in Rudder 5th floor.
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WEDNESDAY
Hispanic Business Student Asso
ciation: There will be a general 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. in 128 Wehn- 
er. Call Chris at 694-6726 for more 
information.
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