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he.shot has been called — eight 
ball, corner pocket — and the 
only thing to do is sit back and 

watch. If the shot is missed there is still 
a chance for victory and bragging rights, 

but if it is made, it probably means the 
next round of drinks is on the loser.

Pool has always been a popular game, 
especially with the college crowd. To anyone 

who doubts it, just walk into any bar in town 
and count the number of pool tables, most of 

which are probably being used.
Luke Peterson, a bartender at Alfred T. Horn- 

backs and a junior biomedical science major, 
said pool halls offer a substitute for people who 

are tired of the club scene.
“People who can’t dance don’t usually like to 

/ 8° [to clubs], but you don’t have to be good to en
joy playing pool,” Peterson said. “The clubs are usu

ally loud, and you can’t hear people. But fat the pool 
hall], you can actually hear what somebody is saying, 

and it’s easier to get to know people. There’s no pres
sure, and it’s a really laid-back environment.”

Peterson said there are many reasons people play 
pool, and there is a definite social aspect to the game. 

“One of the big things is that it is relaxing; you can 
come out and do it with your friends and kick back a cou

ple of beers,” he said. “Sure there’s competition, but it still 
gives people a chance to come and hang out. There are a lot 

of people who aren’t great, but they come out for the fun any
way. ”

Jim Diehl, manager of the Rack Warehouse, said pool has 
crossed the gender barriers.

“Guys and girls can play competitively. It is one of the few 
sports that women can match up and compete head to head with 

men,” Diehl said. “Some of the better players in the world are 
women, and most nights, at least half of our crowd are women.” 

Diehl said the social aspect of the game is one main attraction 
for people.

“It gives you something to do while you’re talking and drinking 
with your friends,” he said. “The girls don’t have to sit and watch, 

and you don’t get hot and sweaty when you’re playing.”
Diehl said the great thing about the game is anybody can play.

. . y

“You don’t have to be in good 
health to play, unlike most sports,” 
he said. “And because there is really 
no special equipment, it is one of the 
cheapest recreational games.”

Pool has definite social characteris
tics, and many organizations are pick
ing up on this, using it to bring their 
groups closer together.

Peterson said many fraternities use pool 
halls during rush week.

“The pool halls are big during rush week.
Almost every single fraternity will have at 
least one night at a pool hall,” he said. “It in
troduces the potential pledges to the social life 
and brings them closer together.”

Peterson said pool stretches across many so
cial barriers.

“Everybody comes out,” he said. “We get col
lege kids, women, cowboys, professional types and 
elderly people. We get a wide range.”

Hector Cortes, semi-professional pool player and 
a regular at the Rack Warehouse, said pool has gone 
through several changes since he started playing.

“The game has changed throughout the years, ” he said.
“Now there is a more defensive-minded strategy to the 
game. People play safe now, and it is such a big pail of the 
game. They didn’t do that years back. I feel like it hurt the 
game.”

Cortes said there are certain unspoken rules that should be 
followed by the players.

“Pool is a gentleman’s game, so there is etiquette,” he said. "It 
is little things like not talking while you’re opponent is shooting 
and standing away from the table so he can concentrate on the 
shot.”

Cortes said although pool is a game of strategy, the basic goal 
is simple.

“Different people have different methods and games,” Cortes 
said. “But the bottom line is you have to put the ball in the hole.”

Peterson said going out and playing pool is now becoming a 
more popular option for people looking for something to do.

“It is definitely becoming more popular,” he said. “It gives peo
ple a chance to come out and play for beer with their buddies.”

Harris

i ion by Guy Rogers
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AGGRESSIVE HAZING is found in activities that cause
nental discomfort, physical tension, or create unnecessary 
stress upon an individual. It can cause temporary or permanent 
iamage to a student.

Aggressive hazing includes but is not limited to:

4 Line ups intended to demean an individual's dignity 

Sleep deprivation

• Verbal abuse including demeaning name calling? yelling and 
screaming

• individual interrogations 

•| Total or partial nudity

14 Restricting personal hygiene 

« Covering the body with foreign substances

If you have to ask if what you are doing is 
hazing, it probably is.

fo report hazing, contact one of the following offices:

The Department of Student Life 
>tudent Conflict Resolution Services:
7all 847-7272 to report nny incidents of hazing.

The Department of Student Activities:
Call 845-1133 to report hazing involving members 

of a recognized student organization.

The Office of the Commandant:
Call 458-1341 to report hazing involving 

members of the Corps of Cadets.

University Police Department:
Call 845-2345 to report any incidents of 

hazing.

This advertisement is brought to you by Student Conflict Resolution Services-the Department of 
Student Life, within the Division of Student Affairs.

T AX AD VA NT AGED SOLUTIONS FROM TIAA-CREF

IF YOU THOUGHT COLLEGE WAS EXPENSIVE, 
TRY PUTTING YOURSELF THROUGH RETIREMENT.

Think about supporting yourself 
for twenty-five, thirty years or 
longer in retirement. It might be the 

greatest financial test you’ll ever face. 
Fortunately, you have two valuable 
assets in your favor: time and tax deferral.

The key is to begin saving now. 
Delaying your decision for even a year or 
two can have a big impact on the amount 
of income you’ll have when you retire.

What’s the simplest way to get started? 
Save in pretax dollars and make the most 
of tax deferral. There’s simply no more 
painless or powerful way to build a 
comfortable and secure tomorrow.

SRAs and IRAs makes it easy.
SRAs — tax-deferred annuities from 

TIAA-GREF — and our range of IRAs 
offer smart and easy ways to build the 
extra income your pension and Social 
Security benefits may not cover. They’re 
backed by the same exclusive investment 
choices, low expenses, and personal 
service that have made TIAA-CREF the 
retirement plan of choice among America’s 
education and research communities.

Call 1 800 842-2776 and find out for 
yourself how easy it is to put yourself 
through retirement when you have time 
and TIAA-CREF on your side.

www.tiaa-cref.org

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it.8'

TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services, Inc., diitributcJ CREF certificates and in terra in the T/AA Real Estate Account.
For more complete information, including charges and expenses, call I 800 842-2755, ext. 5509, for the prospectuses. Read them carefully before you invest or send money. 12/98

http://www.tiaa-cref.org

