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Ballare brings strength, 
leadership to A&M NAACP

BY MARIANO CASTILLO
The Battalion

Her brown eyes remain focused as this year’s Black and Gold 
Pageant second runnerup recalls her arrival at Texas A&M. “I knew 
I wanted to get involved. I saw the NAACP and what they were 
doing and wanted to be a part of it,” she said.

Three years later, Adrienne Ballare became the president of the Texas 
A&M chapter of NAACP.

Ballare, a junior journalism major, said she has reached many of the 
goals she envisioned, including having the A&M chapter of the NAACP 
re-recognized by the national NAACP.

Along with increased membership, this recognition gives the group 
more resources and access to guest speakers, conferences and programs, 
including a NAACP collegiate summit to be hosted by the Texas A&M 
chapter April 9 and 10.

The conference is the organization’s main project for this semester, 
and will include NAACP chapters from all over Texas.

The NAACP is one organization among the numerous African-Amer
ican groups to support and strengthen their role at A&M.

The NAACP is among the largest and most recognized student groups 
on campus.

Chris May, a freshman microbiology major, said Ballare has been one 
of the most prominent black leaders at A&M.

Under her direction, the organization is currently promoting NAACP 
Week, which began Sunday with a special church service and will con
tinue until February 12.

Ballare said this week is dedicated to African-American awareness, 
with the Day of the Black Man and Day of the Black Woman, on Feb. 8 
and 9. Tonight there will be a fashion show highlighting designs designed 
for African-American bodies.

Ballare said as a freshman she was inspired and influenced by African- 
American upperclassmen who took leadership roles on the A&M cam
pus.

“The blacks on campus carried themselves as leaders,” she said. “That 
made me want to get involved.”

She said she found A&M to be an encouraging place to develop lead
ership and communication skills.

Carino Casas/Thk Battalion

Adrienne Ballare, a junior journalism major, has served as president 
of the Texas A&M chapter of the NAACP for the past year.

“It is a diverse, family-type school. The atmosphere, with everyone 
saying ‘Howdy!’ made me feel good,” she said.

Ballare said it was not easy as a minority to get involved.
“We have to do things twice as great to be recognized,” she said. “If 

you want to, you can succeed, but I think it’s harder.”
Erica Smith, the Aggie Band Commander and senior sociology major, 

said African-Americans on campus can take responsibilities on just as 
well as anyone else, as long as they have the drive.

“If you don’t come in with a chip on your shoulder things will work 
out,” she said.

Ballare said her involvement outside of the NAACP, such as her posi
tion as a peer advisor for MEDALS, shows she wants to do more than 
lead others—she wants to teach aspiring leaders how to succeed.

“Get involved in something you know you would like, not just for net
working and work through your heart and do the best job you can do," 
she said.

Chasidy Allen, a friend of Ballare’s and a junior environmental design 
major, said they became friends as members of Fade to Black, an en
semble which began to uplift African-American culture through dance.

“Adrienne’s contribution to the Texas A&M community has been great,” 
she said. “She is an effective leader because she motivates people.”
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How long do I have to lie here and hold 
her before I can get up and go home...

...Is thirty seconds enough?”
Just because they say its safe doesn’t mean sex can’t be dangerous emotionally. While 

you’re saying ftI love you,” your partner may be thinking “l love it" 
(headline quoted from the movie “When Harry Met Sally”)

Real love. Don’t settle for anything less. 

1 -800-236-9238
http ://www.every student.com/sex

Looking for Your Perfect Companion 
this Valentines Day?

How About One of These?

FREEH!HP PRINTER SALEth
HP Deskjet 695C with Photo
Enhancement Technology. 
Print Valentines Day cards 

for YOUR SWEETHEART! 
$158,00

ARC Personal Surge 
: Protector with purchase

of any
: New Computer System
: Redeemable only with Cupon 
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Love to listen to mp3's?

Now you can take them every where 
with the Diamond Rio. ^ 

Stores up to 60 min of Mp3 
music plus conversion software for $199.88

ATI's All in Wounder Pro provides 
you with 8mb of AGP video but so much mote. 
Like, a 3D accelerator, Tv Tuner, Video Capture 

and so much more for only $158.88
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$1,248

Pentium II 350Mhz Processor 36X Creative Labs CDR0M tJL
Abit Bh6 MotherBoard 56K Castle Tech Modem tw
64Mb pc- 100 Dimm ^ 5" impressions Monitor
Western Digital MGb Hard Dtive installed^
Iomega internal Zip Drive ,, , , .. M
Expert 4Mb agp video Card Keyboard, Mouse, and Speakers
Soundblaster 128 sound card THREE YEARS Parts and Labor Wottonty

AMDlI
$998

AMD K6-2 300 Mhz Processor 36X Creative Labs CDROM «
Microstar 5169 Mother Board 56K Castle Tech Modem
32Mb PC-100 Dimm ] Impressions Monitor u
Western Digital 6.4Gb Ha.a Drive ^ 9f) wi)h , , , |M
Iomega internal Zip Drive ,. , , ., .
Expert 4Mb agp Video Card Keyboard, Mouse, and Speakers
Soundblaster 16 OEM sound card THREE YEARS Parts and Labor Worranty

Intel
CELERON SYSTEM

$898!
Intel Celeron SOOMhz A Processor 36X Creative Labs CDRQM

Abit Bh6 MotherBoard 56K Castle Tech Modem
32Mb PC-100 Dimm 15" Impressions Monitor
Western Digital 4.3Gb. Hard Drive Windows 98 installed
Trident 4Mb AGP Video Card Keyboard, Mouse, and Speakers
Soundblaster 16 OEM sound card THREE YEARS Parts and Labor Warranty

(409)764-1136 CO/MPUTER
WWW.CACCESS.COM litlllPICCESS
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nnl be accurate (BETWEEN ACADEMY AND THE BARBERSHOP TO THE STARS)

COLLEGE STATION, TX 77840
Financing Available
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