
AOL makes $4 billion Netscape purchase
NEW YORK (AP) — America Online 

Inc., the computer online service that 
naysayers once said would surely be 
crushed by Microsoft or the Internet, 
emerged as a newly formidable competitor 
Tuesday with its deal to buy Netscape Com
munications Corp.

The $4.21 billion merger could funda
mentally alter the balance of power on the 
Internet.

While AOL is already the world’s largest 
Internet access and online service provider, 
the deal gives the company important ad
vantages in its battle with Microsoft Corp. to 
dominate the main Internet sites where peo
ple get information and buy goods and ser
vices.

Together, Netscape’s and AOL’s sites 
reach a staggering 70 percent of all people 
who access the Internet, according to Ne
tRatings, a research firm.

The deal also underscores the populari
ty of Netscape’s Navigator software for 
browsing the Internet, despite the meteoric 
rise of Microsoft’s rival Internet Explorer — 
a crucial concern in the U.S. government’s 
antitrust lawsuit against Microsoft and its 
chairman. Bill Gates.

Microsoft lawyers argued TUesday that 
the AOL-Netscape deal backed up their 
claim that Microsoft is simply a player in 
an extremely competitive software market

and not, as the government claims, a mo
nopolist trying to crush its rivals.

The merger also is a vindication for Steve 
Case, 40, the boyish-looking chairperson of 
AOL.

"We do recognize Microsoft 
is a major competitor in a 
lot of different areas, but 
we’ve alway said wed like 
to work with them wherev
er it makes sense.”

— Steve Case 
America Online Inc. chairperson

Just a few years ago, AOL was 
ridiculed for supplying its own propri
etary online entertainment and informa
tion to subscribers at a time when people 
could get a far wider choice on the Inter
net. Last year, a surge in usage across 
AOL’s network triggered massive bottle
necks.

Despite the problems. Case stuck to AOL’s 
strategy of mass-mailing start-up diskettes

and luring tens of millions of Americans to 
“channels” of neatly organized subject cate
gories. AOL also provided online users ac
cess to the Internet and set up its own free 
Web site, encouraging users to buy products 
and services from advertisers.

But Case, realizing AOL’s limitations, 
wants to dramatically step up his Web pres
ence by using Netscape’s Web sites and soft
ware.

Case said there will not be a big change 
for consumers right away. But he said even
tually he plans to give AOL’s 14 million sub
scribers easy links to Netscape’s popular 
Netcenter Web site, a portal to services and 
information geared toward businesses.

AOL is expected to offer advertisers a 
single rate to reach users of its proprietary 
online service and visitors to the Netcen
ter site as well as to its existing AOL.com 
Internet site.

A second plan is to use Netscape’s soft
ware to eventually create a new AOL brows
er that makes it easier for people to view and 
retrieve Web information. For now, howev
er, AOL will continue to use Microsoft’s 
browser.

“We do recognize Microsoft is a major 
competitor in a lot of different areas, but 
we’ve always said we’d like to work with 
them wherever it makes sense,” Case said 
in an interview.
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Pradhan could face up to 10 years in 
prison if he violates the terms of his pro
bation, District Attorney Bill 'Rimer said.

A 1997 System audit accused Pradhan 
of misappropriating more than $100,000 in 
University funds for personal benefit.

Pradhan was placed on paid leave in 
August 1997 and returned to the Universi
ty a year later, pending the Committee on 
Academic Freedom, Responsibility, 
Tenure, Review and Promotion hearing.

In the audit report released last year. 
University officials said Pradhan:

• Used University funds for personal 
travel and lodging expenses associated 
with three private companies he owns.

• Made graduate students perform work 
exclusively for his private companies.

• Threatened not to sign a master’s the
sis for Gavin Holland unless Holland pub
licly presented a paper to benefit one of 
Pradhan’s private companies. Holland, ac
cording to the report, said he agreed to pre
sent the paper for fear he would not get his 
thesis approved for his master’s degree.

Pradhan, a native of India, filed a law
suit against Texas A&M University in Au
gust saying he had been the subject of dis
crimination and First Amendment rights 
violations.

In October, a six-member committee of 
faculty members ruled the charges in the
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System audit were enough toco:] 
mination of Pradhan.

Jim Ashlock, the deputy dm 
versity Relations, said PradharJ 
guilty will not alter his relatiorj 
the University. Pradhan’s termr] 
scheduled for June 30,1999, Asti::]

“It has not changed DhirajF:] 
relationship with the University,'] 
said. “We will have to see whatcti 
of this before any actions are tala 
cerning Pradhan].”

West said Pradhan plans to coJ 
teach at Texas A&M University,t;j 
ommendation of CAFRT.

Pradhan accepted theCOErj 
Chair Professor of the Compute:!
Department in 1992. As thee] 
chair, Pradhan was given unbiiu 
cretion over the endowment (uutj 
department.

Prior to coming to Texas A&.V.I 
sity, Pradhan was a professoraiy 
versity of Massachusetts in tbel 
ment of Electrical and 
Engineering from 1983 to 1992.

He served as associate profes:
Oakland University School of Eif 
from 1978 to 1982. Hewasanas 
professor in the summer of ffl 
University of Stanford.

In his work outside the Uifl 
Pradhan served as a consultant)! V« { o o 
IBM and AT&T, in the areasoffaim^ ^ 
ant computing, computer architec* 
computer-aided design. ■ gY
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Schulman Theatres
College Park 6
www.schulman-theatres.com 
Bcs online www.lockon.com

2080 E. 29th St., Bryan 775-2463
BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 12:15 Nov. 25 thru Nov. 29

Now Showing - Today's Times Only THANKSGIVING SALE
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er rivalry like

THE RUGRATS MOVIE (R) 12:55 2:55 4:55 7:10 9:25

ENEMY OF THE STATE HI (R) 1:10 3:55 7:00 9:45

MEET JOE BLACK □□ (PG13) 1:00 4:35 8:30

A BUGS LIFE Effli (G) 12:45 2:50 5:00 7:20 9:30

THE WATERBOY [XI (PG13) 1 .OS 3:05 5.05 7:25 9:35 I

I STILL KNOW WHAT YOU DID LAST SUMMER CD (R) 1:20 4:00 7:15 9:50

$3.00 - all shows before 6 p.m. 
$3.00 - children/seniors $5.00 - Adults

Golden Triangle Residents
Fulfill your Speech 
and Writing Skills

requirements in only 13 daysi

Attend the Lamar University-Orange 
Winter Mini-Session

December 16-January 12; X-mas week off 
ENGL 1301 & 1302 (A&M’sENGL 104 & 203) 

SPCH 1315 (SCOM203)
Also Nutrition, Child Psych, Soc. Gerontology

For information call Karen Priest 
at 1-800-884-7750 x3358
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AFTER THANKSGIVING PRICES BEFORE THANKSGIVING
PLUS

1 DAY ONLY BONUS COUPONS

treehouse A
apartments

You Can Afford
to Have It All!

• Great Location, Walk to Campus
• Bus' Route
• 4 Beautiful Floor Plans Available
• Computer Lab, Clubroom
• 2 Pools
• Covered Parking
• Fax & Copier Service 
’ 2 Laundry Facilities
Quarterly Pest Control

NOW Pre-Leasing 
Starting as low as $395 

(409) 696-3707
Marion Pugh @ George Bush 

^~ www.startel.net/treehouse/

WEDNESDAY ONLY 
STOREWIDE BONUS COUPON

WEDNESDAY ONLY 
STOREWIDE BONUS COUPON

WEDNESDAY ONLY 
FINE JEWELRY BONUS COUPON

ANY ONE SALE OR CLEARANCE ITEM* i
I

‘Coupon discount is 10% on Small Electrics, [ 
Furniture, Mattresses, Carpets, Rugs and J 

Athletic Shoes. Coupon discount not I
applicable to Levi’s bottoms,4Slates and I 

Dockers pants, Children’s Shoes, J
Fine Jewelry, Fine Watches, Electronics and [
edgwood China. Not valid with any other offer, j v 

special orders, phone/mail orders or I
previous purchases. I

Limit one item per coupon. [
VALID WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 ,

ONE SALE OR CLEARANCE ITEM*

‘Coupon discount is 10% on Small Electrics,

ANY ONE SALE OR CLEA 
IN FINE JEWEL

013 Ree

Name:
Phone Numbe

Major:

lassification

‘Coupon discount is 10% on 
Fine Jewelry Watches. Excludes Best Values. 
Diamond Solitaires, Selected Watches and 

Thanksgiving Specials in Fine Jewelry. Not valid
with any other offer, special orders, phone/mail

E-mail:

Please check 
more than t 

City Desk
. Reporter

special orders, phone/maiJ orders or Limit one jewelry coupon per customer; 
limit one item per coupon.

CINEMARK THEATRES & ^

HOLLYWOOD USA
COLLEGE STATION 6.

1401 E. BYPASS 764-7592
LATE SHOWS FRI. & SAT. FOR All SHOWS AFTER 11 P.M.

KTSR 92.1 LATE SHOWINGS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
STEREO SURROUND SOUND IN ALL AUDITORIUMS

$4.00 ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6 PM AND AFTER 11 PM 
$4.00 SENIORS & CHILDREN - $6.00 ADULTS 

• Fri & Sat at 10am S Midnight 
•STRR TRtK V: THE HHHL fRONTKR, *STRR TREK VI: UNDSCOVEBg) COUWTBV

*1 STILL KNOW WHAT YOU DIDUST SUMMER (R) 11:55 2:15
.5:00 7:40 1025 12:50

TU. BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS (PG) 1005 12:05 220 4:45 7:15
THE WATERBOY (PG13) 10:20 11:45 12:30 1:50 2:45
(ON2SCREENS) 4:30 5:25 7:00 7:50 9:30 10:10 11:50 12:25

THE SIEGE (R) 11:30 2:00 4:35 7:30 10:20 12:55

RUSH HOUR (PG13) 5:20 8:00 10:30 12:50

THE WIZARD OF OZ (G)

PRACTICAL MAGIC (PG13)

•HOME FRIES (R) 11:35 1:55 4:25 7:10 9:50 12:15

•VERY BAD THINGS (R) 11:50 2:25 4:55 7:35 10:00 12:30

JERRY SPRINGER: RNGMS7R (R) 1220 2:50 5:10 75510:351:00

PLEASANTVILLE (PG13)

ANTZJPG) 10:10 12:15 2:35 4:50

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (PG13)

AMERICAN HISTORY X (R) 130 420 7:35 10:15 1:00

•ENEMY OF THE STATE (R) 10:15 12:10 1:15 3:30
(ON2SCREENS)4:15 6:45 7:20 9:45 10:30 12:45

*A BUGS LIFE (G) 10:30 11:40 1:00 2:10 3:45 4:40 6:30
(ON2SCREENS)7:30 9:15 9:55 11:35 12:20

BABE: PIG I THE CITY (G) 12:10 2:30 5:00 7:45 10:05 1225

m

Remember to bring in your coupons when you shop since there will be no additional coupons in the store.

WHITE & HOME SALE STARTS TODAY!
0% FINANCE CHARGE. BUY NOW, NO PAYMENT TIL MARCH*
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FOLEY’S
THIS IS WHERE IT GETS GOOD

•Deferred billing available on your Foley's charge with no finance charge during deferred period. See sales associate for details. Certain items excluded. Offer may end at any time. APR 21.6%. 50 cent minimum.
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