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What speed limit?
Texas Department of Transportation poll shows drivers' ideas on speeding differ from law

AUSTIN (AP) — Texas drivers 
seem to have a loose interpretation 
of speed limits.

According to a poll released 
Tliesday by the Texas Department 
of Transportation, only 10 percent 
say they are speeding when they 
drive 10 miles over the speed limit. 
That goes up to 20 percent when 
talking to men between 16 and 24 
years old.

“This means that it’s important 
for us to set speed limits that people 
will obey and will get in the habit of 
obeying,” said Phyllis Chandler, a 
department spokesperson.

The study, conducted by the 
Savitz Research Center, included a 
poll of 500 Texas drivers. Of those, 
only half felt they were speeding 
when they exceeded posted speed 
limits. And 55 percent admitted

“What this says 
about Texans is that 
they have no regard 
for posted speed 
limits or the lives 
they could take in 
an accident”

— Jerry Johns 
President 

Southwestern Insurance 
Information Services

speeding “most or all” of the time.
Jerry Johns, president of the 

Southwestern Insurance Informa

tion Service, said the poll mirrors 
similar studies and the results are 
not surprising.

“What it says about Texans is 
that they have no regard for posted 
speed limits or the lives they could 
take in an accident,” he said.

Johns said the poll may be an in
dication that the state should con
sider lowering speed limits.

“Given these statistics maybe lo
cal police should consider imple
menting a zero tolerance policy for 
people exceeding the speed limit,” 
he said.

One of the most disturbing re
sults, Chandler said, was that of the 
motorists polled who go out drink
ing, only 25 percent use a desig
nated driver. Still, Texans say they 
are greatly concerned about drunk 
drivers and speeders, the study
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Speeding Ticket? Have the Last Laugh!
State-approved Defensive Driving course 

for ticket dismissal and insurance reduction.

Convenient Saturday classes taught 
at 4.0 & Go Tutoring in College Station

DEFENSIVE DRIVING... COMEDY STYLE
USA Training Company, Inc.

Taught by professional comic Bobby Bernshausen

To register, call 778-GRIN (778-4746)

Quantum Cow Tutoring: 260-COWS i-9pm Sun-ihu.
In the Sparks Building on North gate (across from the campus Post Office)
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The transportation department 

released another study Tuesday 
about crashes along Texas highways. 
The number of injury crashes in
creased up to 33 percent more than 
expected in some places, although 
there was no “significant increase” 
in fatalities, according to the study.

“Yes, we know that crashes have 
increased across the state of 
Texas,” said Chandler.

Lindsay Griffin, author of the 
study, said he constructed a formu
la to predict the number of the crash
es expected on Texas highways us
ing data dating back to 1991.

Based on those calculations, the 
number of crashes has increased sig
nificantly since the speed limit was 
raised to 70 mph in 1996, he said. 
The study reviewed crash data from

Dump opponents m 
last plea to CongnLgg

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a last- 
ditch plea, opponents of a planned 
low-level radioactive waste dump 
in West Texas urged the Senate on 
Tuesday to reject a deal that would 
allow Maine and Vermont to ship 
their refuse to Texas.

With the Senate poised to vote 
on the Texas Low-Level Radioactive 
Waste Disposal Compact — which 
would conclude congressional ac
tion on the controversial deal — 
more than a dozen West Texas res
idents and community leaders ral
lied outside the Capitol.

Banners unfurled and placards 
aloft, they pleaded for rejection of 
the pact, saying their voices have 
been ignored in Washington and 
the state capitals of Texas, Maine 
and Vermont by politicians more 
attuned to the desires of well-

heeled nuclear interests.
“We are the d 

stepchildren of Texas, 
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Stnokey Joe's Cafe 
September 23-24
St. Petersburg State Symphony Orchestra 
October 15
Bully, An Adventure with Teddy Roosevelt 
starring John Davidson 
October 17-18
House of Blues Highway 61 
October 21
Always...Patsy Cline 
November 10-11
Nigel Kennedy 
November 15
Fiddler on the Roof 
January 20-21
NYC Opera National Co. Wadatna Butterfly

January 26-27
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,, , , / uguralRamona {Jutmoy
October 1 1

Tango Buenos Aires 
January 30-31

big - THE MUSICAL 
February 10-11

Russian National Ballet The Sleeping Beauty 
February 19-21

Les Miserables 
March 23-28

Steve Love’s New York 
Fxpress Roller Dance Co. 
November 21
Billy B. The Natural Science 
Song 8c Dance Man 
February 14
Charlotte Blake Alston, 
Storyteller 
February 28
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The Island of the Skog 
April 10

Order your tickets now, call 845-1234.
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JC Penney Styling Sale
The best choice for the busy student

RECEIVE

25% OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH THIS AD

Haircuts as low as
$9.75

with this ad & a valid student I.D.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10.31.98

Open conveniently
8:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Monday thru Sunday

ost Oak Mall • 764-161 i/i
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