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Into the Great ||iZ 
Wide Open

A&M junior golfer Ryan Palmer takes aim 
at the chance of a lifetime at the U.S. Open
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By Grant Hawkins

Staff writer

Monday, June 8, 1998, is a day Ryan 
Palmer will not soon forget, 
shoi ■Champions Golf Club in Houston 

>ing hosted the sectional qualifying for the U. 
omb SIDpen Championship. The Texas A&M 

junior had 36 grueling holes of golf 
1 on^ahead of him and only the top two fin
is ir. ishers would qualify for the second ma- 
on jor of the PGA season. 
ieriwH"! teed off at 7:30 a.m.," Palmer said, 
ostr: "Uhot a morning round of 74, and I 
| thought Billy Ray Brown and David 
nlmf'Hins (PGA notables) would shoot lower 

thiin they did."

I then started
hi

earq

thinking I better stick 
around just in case I 
ipade a playoff.”

- Ryan Palmer 
Texas A&M junior golfer

imJ ^'ne h°urs later. Palmer sank a 20- 
Kjoter tor birdie on the 18th hole for a 
ono-under par 70 and a two-round total 
of 144, not knowing it would force a 

|0n. payoff for the second qualifying spot.
J "1 changed clothes, packed my golf 

Uifrbs, ar>d was ready to go," he said. "1

then started thinking I 
better stick around just 
in case I made a playoff."

The playoff lasted 
three holes. Both Palmer 
and Jamie Gomez, who 
had Palmer's former 
Texas A&M teammate 
Miguel del Angel as his 
caddy, bogeyed the first 
playoff hole.

After both made par 
at 18, it was back to the 
difficult par-4 10th, 
where Gomez was left 
with a 30-foot birdie 
putt, and Palmer was 
front and right, with the 
pin cut back and left.

"I had a 70-footer for 
birdie and I rolled it 10 
feet past," Palmer said.
"He (Gomez) left his 
birdie putt short. I then 
told Dad (who was cad
dying for him) that this 
one was going in. 1 hit it center cut."

Gomez missed his putt for par, and 
Palmer said he was living a dream. He 
had qualified for the U.S. Open.

"At first I thought it was sort of a big 
deal, but then I realized this was a really 
big deal," Palmer said. "To be playing in 
my first pro event, and for it to be the U.S. 
Open, it really is a dream come true."

Palmer has been on cloud nine ever 
since. One of the first people he contact
ed was Bob Ellis, his golf coach at A&M.

"He called me after he qualified," Ellis
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TEED OFF Ryan Palmer (above, with A&M coach Bob Ellis) will tee off on Thursday 
at the Olympic Club in San Francisco for the second major of the PGA tour season, 
the U.S. Open Championship. Palmer’s father will caddy for the Aggie junior.

said. "I wrote him a note and told him 
that he belongs there."

Palmer's qualifying has exemplified 
the type of golf he has been playing in 
1998. Coach Ellis said Palmer's attitude 
has made the difference.

"I tell my players, it is not what 
happens to you on the golf course, it is 
how you handle what happens to you 
that will make the difference," he said.
"Ryan's attitude and how he has been 
able to accept it when he doesn't hit 
the perfect shot has been the differ

ence for him."
Palmer now has to 

prepare for some of the 
subtle differences that ac
company golf at the pro
fessional level. One of 
the bigger differences is 
having a caddy on the 
pro tour.

Palmer's dad. Butch, 
caddied for him at the 
sectional qualifying and 
will be on his bag at the 
Open this week.

"He keeps me loose, 
and it is someone to talk 
to," the younger Palmer 
said. "Most of all though, 
he keeps me loose and 
that is going to be impor
tant at the Open."

Another difference. 
Coach Ellis points out, 
is the tendency to do 
what he calls "rubber 
necking."

"When you get to that level, you have 
a tendency to rubber neck," Ellis said. 
"You cannot get caught up in looking 
around saying, 'Wow, there is Jack Nick- 
laus and Arnold Palmer.' You have to be
lieve you belong at that level, and I know 
Ryan does."

Palmer has been preparing for the fast 
greens and thick rough that are charac
teristic of a U.S. Open-type course back 
home in Amarillo.

The greenskeeper at his country club 
cut down the greens for him, and is let

ting the rough grow out.
Palmer has never played at The 

Olympic Club in San Francisco, hosting 
its fourth U.S. Open this week, but he 
said he knows the hard part is over.

Palmer leaves today for probably the 
biggest week of his golfing life. The 
chances are good that he might run into 
Fred Couples, Palmer's favorite golfer 
growing up, during practice rounds on 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

He will probably see the legendary 
Nicklaus sometime this week. The star 
power at a major PGA tournament is 
enough to test the mettle of even the sea
soned veterans on the tour. Palmer's 
nerves will be tested and he knows it. 
The question is how will he deal with 
the pressure.

"It's going to be nerve racking, but I 
know I can do it," he said. "I just hope to 
God 1 can get off the first tee okay."

On Thursday, after hitting some 
range balls and practicing his short 
game for a while. Palmer, with his father 
by his side, will walk up to the first tee 
of the U. S. Open.

A sea of people will be hovering 
around the tee box. Before he is about to 
tee-off, an older man, wearing a coat and 
tie, will step out onto the box. A hush 
will come over the gallery.

"This is the 9:37 a.m. tee time. Playing 
out of Amarillo, Texas, please welcome, 
Ryan Palmer."

The gallery will give a smattering of 
applause for the young man and 
Palmer's first professional tournament 
will be underway.
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MSC Barber Shop
Serving All Aggies!

Cuts and Styles
All Corp Cuts $7.

Regular cuts start at $8.

846-0629

Open: Mon. - Fri. 8-5
Located in the basement of the Memorial Student Center

www.unitedflight.com

LEARN TO

AT UNITED FUGHT SYSTEMS
We’re now located at College Station Easterwood Airport. 
Learn to fly the Cessna Pilot Center Exclusive Integrated 
Flight Training System at United Flight Systems,
the experienced flight school.

■ Private thru advanced training
■ Aircraft rental, Pilot Shop
■ F.A.A. approved 141 school 

41 ■ VA Eligible Benefits

United Flight Systems, Inc. 
Easterwood Airport 
College Station, TX

409 260-6322

If You Have Something To Sell, Remember:

The Battalion
Classifieds Can Do It 

Call 845-0569

*3.95 1
pager airtime

Discount Pacing 
System

Free Activation 
‘Accessories 
Calling Cards 

Aerial phones sold here

845-2700LWeek Days: 4 PM to 8 AM 
Weekends: 24 hours a day

(£> I'm upset! We just broke up and I need to talk to someone. ©
I think I Hate my major. © I'm worried about my grades.© How 
can I see someone at the counseling service? © Mom just called &
I'm worried about home. © I'm so lonely. Can we talk a while? ©

The Helpline is a program of the Student Counseling Service, 
a department in the Division of Student Affairs.

MSC
Political Font

MSC POLITICAL FORUM
and

MSC GREAT ISSUES
sponsors

OPEN MIC.
June 16th

11:30 a.m.~12:30 p.m.
Rudder Fountain

Share your thoughts and feelings with your fellow Aggies 

°n the political and social topics that affect you!!!
°pics include campus issues, California Proposition 227, 

‘Hid Nuclear Weapons testing in Pakastan and India. 
Every member of the Student Body and Faculty has a 

five minute opportunity to be heard!!!!

REFRFSHMFNTS will be served
Contact 845-1515 for more information.

',0sc opinions expressed are not necessarily those held by MSC Political Forum or 
Great Issues, nor the Memorial Student nor Texas A&M University.

ou ll score more
Princeton Review student's GMAT scores improve an 
average of 80 points*. With an average final GMAT 
score of 590, TPR students significantly out-score 
students from other GMAT prep courses.
There are Pew guarantees in liPe . . .
We're one of them. If you're not happy with your 
score, we'll work with you-at no additional charge.

Class has already started, but it’s not
■ S ■ ‘ SSK*!:’: :' i'x '::C‘:x' :':xx:: x^TvHCffi'xO :xV’x; :X:.;:xO:;X..:':'::-xVx; Vx-x : 'x-X;x: -x :-xx x >:• xV xX xj•

TOO LATE TO JOIN THE COURSE.
CALL TODAY!

Call or visit us at
409.696.9099

www.review.com

THE
PRINCETON
REVIEW

* According to a recent ICR study. The Pnnceton Review is not affiliated wih Princeton University or GMAC.

The Texas A&M University College of Liberal Arts
in cooperation with the

University of Houston Moores School of Music

presents a concert of chamber music on 
TONIGHT

Monday. June IS 
1:3!>p.u. - Rw«cr Ifccoirc

AIN EVENING WITH 
KAREN R1TSCHER A FRIENDS

Karen Kit sc tier, viola,
Andrzej Ctrabicc & Lucie Roberts, I’iofins; 

Rita Porfiris, viola:
Dennis Parker &.

David Tomatz, violoncello 
JcfTrcy Cohen, piano

Madrigals for Violin and Viola
Bohuslav Martinu

Sonata in E Minor for Viola and Piano,
Op. 120 No. 1

Johannes Drahms

Verklaerte Nacht 
r 7 Yansfigu red

Arnold Schoenberg

H»«
tits

Texas Music 
festival 

Chamber

Tickets available at the MSC Box Office 
or call 845-1234

Adults $10.00 Season $40.00
Sr. Citizens $8.00 Season $32.00 
Students $5.00 Season $20.00

Spoisored by
The Arts Council ol the Brazos Valley • Texas 
Commission on the Arts University • Honors 
Program • Texas A&M University Bookstore 
NorwestBank • First American Bank* University 
Title Co. • Insite Magazine • A. G. Edwards & 
Sons. Inc • Dr. & Mrs. Frank Albert Cotton

and The Eagle
Flyin* lx%tMar every day

http://www.unitedflight.com
http://www.review.com

