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mold’s Favorite .Reid Frip
OPAS, Jr. childrens’ performance takes audiences on a magical bus ride

By Rachel Dawley 
Staff writer

T
he magic school bus rolled into College 
Station yesterday with the live theatri
cal production of Arnold's Favorite 
Field Trip, an original musical based on the 

award-winning PBS series The Magic School 
Bus and best-selling books by Joanna Cole 
and Bruce Degen.

Over 2,700 children and parents attended 
Rudder Auditorium to see two performances 
of the show, the last OPAS Jr. production of 
the season.

The childhood memories of eccentric Ms. 
Frizzle and her reptilian sidekick, Liz, reluctant 
Arnold, witty Carlos, bookish Dorothy Ann, cu
rious Keesha and energetic Wanda came alive 
in this entertaining show.

The cast captured the hearts of the audience 
in the 65-minute stage performance, packed 
with bright costumes, lively music, learning and 
fun — complete with audience participation.

With an original score by Peter Luyre, com
poser of The Magic School Bus theme song, 
the music inspired the young audience to 
clap, dance and sing along.

The cast often sang one bar of a song, then 
asked the audience to repeat and sing along, 
encouraging constant interaction.

The audience participation was the most ex
citing aspect of the presentation.

The show began when the audience was in
vited to become members of Ms. Frizzle’s class, 
and there was excitement in the air as each 
agreed to join the crew of the magic school bus 
as they made their exciting journey to the ded
ication of the Waikervihe Bridge.

What started out as an ordinary field trip to 
the ceremony soon turned into an adventure 
in Arnold’s pantry, where the class is packing a 
lunch for the dedication picnic.

As the magic school bus’ “puckerbating

retroflator” malfunctions and Arnold acci
dentally activates the “shrinkerscope,” the 
class becomes the size of popsicles before the 
audience’s eyes.

Trapped in Arnold’s locked pantry, the 
miniature class must use what they’ve learned 
about bridges to escape through the open 
window and return to normal size.

The production captured the au
dience with its fabulous use of 
side effects and imaginative use 
of props.

Large amounts of smoke 
and bubbles and an amaz
ing light extravaganza kept 
the audience on the edge of 
their seats.

“It was really fun,” said 
11-year-old Sarah Lane, 
who traveled 50 miles to see 
the show. “I really liked Ms.
Frizzle and all the music 
and lights.”

Jill Sweeney, director of 
OPAS Jr. and a junior English 
major, said the group works 
to bring in shows that ap
peal to children.

“We want to promote the 
arts for kids,” Sweeney said.
“We believe that by exposing 
children to art at a young 
age, we will help build their 
appreciation.”

Because the show
was underwritten by ......
the OPAS guild, the 
tickets were $6.50, as 
compared to $15-30 in 
other areas.

Nine-year-old Thomas 1 
Hedrick, a student at Leon 
Elementary School, designed

the cover of the program. Hedrick, who said 
he began drawing “when he was two,” creat
ed an original piece featuring the magic 
school bus in space.

The musical was reproduced and marketed 
by The Brad Simon Organization, Inc., and 
Strawberry Productions, Inc., through their 
joint venture Bus Adventures Live.
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Once Cindy got the hang of spelling, 
the rest sort of fell into place, too.

By the time Mark popped the 
question, Cindy knew what her 
answer would be. And when he asked 
her where they should shop for the 
perfect ring, she knew that answer, 
too.

Because Cindy knows that the 
professionals at David Gardner’s 
Jewelers, will do everything possible 
to get the ring she wants at a price 
he can afford!

Five jewelers, two certified

gemologists, and the only two JA 
Certified bench jewelers in Texas - 
all working toward one goal: to 
make sure the ring on her finger is 
of the highest quality and value 
possible within the budget he’s 
established.

We can help balance size and design 
in both manufactured and custom 
mountings, large and small stones... 
whatever it takes to help get a ring to 
make her heart race... not his!
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Jewelers 4- Gemologists

764-8786
522 University Drive E • Between the Suit Club and Audio Video • Open Tue - Sat • 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

MSC Barber Shop
Serving All Aggies!

Cuts and Styles
All Corp Cuts $7.

Regular cuts start at $8.

846-0629

Open: Mon. - Fri. 8-5
TIsT Located in the basement of the Memorial Student Center

treehouse
apartments

You Can Afford 
to Have It All!

• Great Location, Walk to Campus
• Computer Lab, Clubroom
• Covered Parking
• 2 Pools
• Sand Volleyball

NOW Pre-Leasing 
Starting as low as $390 

(409) 696-5707

Marion Pugh @ George Bush 
. J^! www.startel.net/treehouse/
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A I M Management Group Inc., located in Downtown Austin, is one of the 
nation's top mutual funds managers and we’re experiencing tremendous 
growth. This is your opportunity to meet and speak with AIM managers and 
representatives about Client Service Rep positions. You'll learn more about 
AIM, our mutual fund products, our culture and our terrific benefits.

Open House
Thursday, April 30th 

11am-7pni
301 Congress, Suite 1700

First Contact
Your energy, drive and people skills are legendary. These are the main qualities we look for since the Client Service Reps will be the point of contact, 
assisting brokers and shareholders around the nation. We’re looking for confident communicators- quick thinking professionals who will field 
inquiries about fund balances, policies and more. The Client Service Rep role is a tremendous growth opportunity, as AIM aggressively promotes 
from within and you’ll also receive paid training and a chance to get your Series 6 license. To qualify, you must have 1-2 years of customer interface 
experience, strong interpersonal skills and a drive to succeed. A Bachelor’s degree in Communications or Liberal Arts preferred. A background in a 
banking or financial services environment would be helpful.
With your client driven attitude and our outstanding training program, you’ll be a success in the mutual funds industry!
AIM offers a comprehensive benefits package, excellent training program and an opportunity to work with state-ot-the-art technology within a highly 
professional atmosphere. Qualified candidates please submit a resume and salary requirements to Human Resources - BAT, Code: CSR, 301 
Congress, Suite 1700, Austin, TX 78701 or fax to 512/424-3189. AIM uses resume scanning technology. When faxing and mailing your resume, 
please use a 12 point font with minimal use of bullets, italics, underlining and bolding.

Invest with 
DISCIPLINE™AIM We're an equal opportunity employer.

Visit our web site at www.aimfunds.com

http://www.startel.net/treehouse/
http://www.aimfunds.com

