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Football Coach R.C. Slocum hauled in 
nted group of offensive recruits for 1998.

Jeff Schmidt 
Staff writer

Nebraska and Michigan laid the 
groundwork for their co-national champi
onships four years ago on the recruiting 
trail. Texas A&M laid the groundwork for 
future success by signing 16 football re
cruits on Wednesday.

Headlining the signees are the two 
highest rated quarterback recruits in 
Texas: Chip Ambres of Beaumont and 
Vance Smith of Grand Prairie. Ambres has 
been compared to former Texas star James 
Brown, who attended the same high 
school as Ambres. Ambres spurned Okla
homa to attend A&M.

“He’s a mobile quarterback. He can run 
and throw,” Head Coach R.C. Slocum said.

Smith committed to the Aggies in De
cember. He turned down Phillip Fulmer and 
the Tennessee Volunteers to be an Aggie.

“Vance has a little different style; he’s a 
prototypical NFL guy,” Slocum said. “He 
can throw a ball from here to Navasota.”

“These are the two guys we wanted from 
day one. We ended up backing off of every
one else,” Slocum said. “I don’t think you 
can have too many quarterbacks. If you’re 
ever going to be any good, you better have 
yourself a big time quarterback.”

After signing the two best quarterbacks, 
Slocum went even further to better the

passing game and signed Raphael “Choo” 
Freeman from Dallas, Bethel Johnson from 
Corsicana, Robert Ferguson from Houston 
and Dwayne Goynes from LaMarque, four 
players projected to play wide receiver.

Freeman earned all-state honors foot
ball, basketball and baseball. He reported
ly will also play baseball for the Aggies.

After a sizzling showing in the state 
championship, Johnson became a hot 
commodity with even the mighty Flori
da State Seminoles recruiting him. John
son had nearly 1,000 yards receiving de
spite missing the early part of the season 
with an injury.

Ferguson may be the most acclaimed 
receiver recruit in the state. Despite being 
on Dave Campbell’s First-Team Super 
Team and being named the Houston 
Touchdown Club Defensive Player of the 
Year as a safety, Ferguson will probably line 
up as a receiver.

At LaMarque, Goynes helped his team to 
three consecutive Class 4A state titles at the 
running back position but will make the 
jump to wide receiver in college.

“We needed some help at the wide re
ceiver position, particularly speed re
ceivers,” Slocum said.

The Aggies signed running backs Ja’- 
Mar Toombs of Kilgore and Jesse Hunni- 
cutt of Canyon.

Toombs is a big-time fullback prospect

who originally committed to Florida State. 
Toombs is also a state champion in the shot 
put. A&M’s reputation for churning out ex
cellent shot putters (the last two gold medal 
winners in the Summer Olympics were Ag
gies) no doubt had an effect on him. How
ever, after visiting College Station, Toombs 
had a change of heart.

“I went to sleep and in the middle of the 
night it (being an Aggie) just hit me,” 
Toombs said.

Hunnicutt was also set to go to Kansas, 
but decided to stay in state after his visit. At 
6 feet 4 inches, Hunnicutt is unusually tall 
but is set to play tailback.

A&M loses tight ends Derrick Spiller 
and Daniel Campbell after next year so it 
was crucial to get some good prospects at 
this position. Coming into the season, 
Michael de la Torre was not highly-rated 
but he caught the eyes of scouts in the 
state championship game against 
Longview. Greg Porter of Keller was a third- 
team All-State selection after catching 
nearly 1,000 yards in passes.

The Aggies missed out on offensive line 
recruits Antwan Kirk-Hughes (signed with 
Texas), Eric Heitman (Stanford) and Tim 
Hodges (Tennessee), but still landed four 
solid recruits. Michael Mahan of Homer, 
La. Chris Montgomery of Euless, Taylor 
Whitley of Sudan and Billy Yates of Corsi
cana were the four blue-chippers that

signed with A&M.
Both Mahan and Montgomery commit

ted before the season even began. Mont
gomery continues the Euless Trinity pipeline 
to A&M. The pipeline produced Semisi 
Heimuli and redshirt Moses Vakalahi.

Even though he played at a small school 
in West Texas, Whitley garnered lots of atten
tion by being one of the strongest players in 
the state with a 500 pound bench press.

Yates was originally committed to 
Kansas State but Slocum made him an of
fer he could not refuse. Yates and Johnson 
were teammates at Corsicana and helped 
lead the team to the state title game.

Slocum was looking to recruit bigger line
men and the ones he got average 288 pounds.

“The NFL teams are much larger than 
they’ve been in the past,” Slocum said. “The 
kids we are seeing in high school are getting 
larger. The trend, across the board, in foot
ball is the big physical lines.”

The lone defensive player signed was 
linebacker Brian Gamble of Alto. Gamble, 
who played for his father Lucky, was the 
Class 2A Defensive Player of the Year and 
was a four-time all-state selection.

A name that should be familiar to Ag
gie fans rounds out the Class of‘98. Derek 
Lechler of Sealy was brought in to be the 
punter of the future and he has the 
bloodlines. His older brother is star 
punter Shane Lechler.
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Every year the Florida-Florida 
State football game is labeled as 
the game of the century. Nation
al championships are deter
mined with rosters chocked full 
of Florida talent and a couple of 
Texas players in a few key areas.

And if it’s not a Florida team, 
maybe it’s Nebraska, with all 
those home-grown lineman and 
some Texas players of their own.

The list goes on and on. 
Michigan, Notre Dame, Ten
nessee, Ohio State, UCLA — all

l^ercr'e been among the nation's top teams and all have 
, as pi lyers to thank for that.

v This season 29 teams around the country have
vi >pedinto, with all apologies to the oil industry,Texas’ 

L t, >st valuable resource — blue chip football recruits.
I 7 hi* season the ,exodus has reached the highest 
pURmbei in this decade as 58 of the state’s top 100 foot- 

t\l players are leaving the the Lone Star state for oth

er schools. This mass departure comes one year after 
60 of the top 100 stayed home.

Can you imagine what Texas college football would 
be like if these guys stayed home? If your Ty and Koy Det- 
mers, your Bobby Taylors and Jesse Armisteads had 
stayed in state, the balance of power in college football 
over the past 20 years would not have shifted to Florida 
but rather returned to Texas.

With the amount of talent in Texas there is no rea
son why A&M and Texas should not be able to put to
gether top-five programs each year with Texas Tech 
and Baylor competing for spots in the top 25, even if 
they played by the NCAA’s rules.

Even then, there would still be enough good play
ers for TCU, Houston, Rice, SMU and UTEP, all Divi
sion I schools in the state, to compete at a much high
er level than they currently are.

A major problem that most in-state coaches face 
while recruiting is that it is much easier for a coach 
from Tennessee or Ohio to come in and tell players 
things which are not necessarily true. Everyone 
knows how big the crowds are on an average Satur

day in Lubbock or what goes on each weekend in Col
lege Station. I’ve been to Manhattan, Kansas. There is 
nothing there. It’s in the middle of nowhere. It even 
had a funny smell. But if I’m a state top-100 recruit 
who has never left Texas, and a Kansas State coach 
comes in and tells me about the great facilities and 
atmosphere, I may believe him.

Then there is the “glamour” of the out-of-state school. 
If you are a good player, people don’t see any reason why 
A&M and Texas shouldn’t recruit you. But if Notre Dame 
or Alabama comes to Podunk, Texas, that’s something 
special. In many regions especially throughout the 
South, opposing coaches are seen as the enemy, there to 
rob good ol’ State U of the area’s top offensive lineman. 
But in Texas our communities greet these coaches as dig
nitaries and offer up our beloved blue-chippers to the 
ghosts of the Four Horsemen without thinking twice.

But something these coaches will never tell the 
players is that their friends and families may never see 
them play again. For many families which have neither 
the time or money to take a trip outside of Texas every 
weekend during the fall, they may only get to see their

son on the sports highlights on the Saturday evening 
news. People in the community will be left only with 
their high school stories of Johnny Football Hero’s four 
touchdown’s against Old Dime Box High. After all, it’s 
a long bus ride from Podunk to Ann Ar bor, Michigan.

Hey, maybe Chris Fowler will call out his name for 
a nice run on ESPN’s College Football Gameday.

But that’s not what Colorado or USC is going to tell 
the impressionable 18-year-old. He’s not going to tell 
him he may never see the field and the NFL is a one- 
in-a-million shot. So the topic of quality education 
is not going to come up nearly as often as the fan 
support and game-day atmosphere. They won’t tell 
tell him that he can get a better education and play 
at a better stadium in College Station than he can in 
Madison, Wisconsin.

So really it’s the people of Texas who miss out, the 
fans who sit back and watch A&M and Texas play for 
the right to be offered up to Nebraska in the Big 12 
Championship game instead of playing for the title. 
And the worst part of it is that in many cases, we have 
ourselves to blame for letting these players leave.
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a Get Out Of Town.

It's just a scratch. Okay, a little more than a scratch. Actually, a scratch is all that's left. Sometimes it's best to just shut up 

and give a person some space. Fortunately, you can always find great student travel deals at American Airlines online. You can enter to 
win six free* tickets, get in on special student fares and much more. When it's time to get to school or time to get away, just click in. And check out

win Six free tickets
Visit us on the web and find out how to win six free* 

round-trip tickets anywhere American flies in the 
continental U.S. See web page for rules and specifics.

Special low air fares
Sign up for College S/fAver Fares5"' 

and Net SA^Aver Fares™ announcing special savings 
to selected destinations via your e-mail.

its?

Receive travel Certificates
Receive American Airlines/Citibank® Student Travel 

Savings Certificates when you're approved for a 
noannuaFfee Citibank credit card.

Enroll in the AAdvantage travel awards 
program and also learn about many other 

ways to travel for less with American.

AmericanAirlines
American/^

77Q;Vs *NO PURCHASE OR BOOKING NECESSARY. Sweepstakes is open only to legal residents of the United States of America who are full-time students at a college or university located in the U.S.A.. aged 18 or older as of the date of entry. 1. How to Enter: Sign up to receive American s College SAAver Fares e-mail on the American Airlines web site at http://www.aa.com/coUege and you will be automatically entered in the College 
|m Fares Sweepstakes. You may also enter by writing your name, address and daytime phone number on a 3,,x5" card and mailing it to: College SAAver Fares Sweepstakes. P.O. Box 165447, Irving. TX 75016-5447. Sweepstakes began at 12:00 a m.. Eastern time on February 1. 1998. and all online entries must be received by 11:59 p m.. Eastern time on April 10, 1998. All mail-in entries must be postmarked by March 31. 1998, and received by 

19981 A maximum of one entry per person will be accepted Receipt of entry constitutes the right of the Sponsor to post winner's name. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries received. Other rules and restrictions apply A complete list of sweepstakes rules will be posted on the American Airlines web site, or for a copy of sweepstakes rules, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope by April 21, 1998. 
ge SAAv er Fares Sweepstakes Rules, P.O. Box 165447. Irving. TX 75016-5447. 2. One (1) Grand Prize: Six (6) round-trip travel passes, having an approximate combined total cash value of $2,000.00, that are good for Economy Class travel on American Airlines for one (1) person for one (1) year from the date of the postmark on the affidavit of eligibility and liability/publicity release executed by the winner. Travel may be to any location in the 
gviou.4 United States, Bermuda. The Bahamas. Canada. Mexico and the Caribbean to which American Airlines flies. Travel passes are transferable but all taxes, airport fees and all other expenses associated with their use will be the sole responsibility of the winner. Travel arrangements are subject to availability. Blackout dates and other restrictions apply. Sweepstakes void in Puerto Rico and wherever prohibited by law. 3. The name of the winner 
xxsted on the American Airlines web site. You may also obtain the winner’s name by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope by April 21. 1998, to: College SAAver Fares Winner. P.O. Box 165447. Irving, TX 75016-5447. American Airlines, American Eagle and AAdvantage are registered trademarks. College SAAver Fares is a service mark, and Net SAAver Fares is a trademark, of American Airlines, Inc. American Eagle is American s regional 
^^■te. American Airlines reserves the right to change AAdvantage program rules, regulations, travel awards and special offers at any time without notice, and to end the AAdvantage program with six months notice. American Airlines is not responsible for products or services offered by other participating companies. Schedules subject to change without notice. ©1998 American Airlines. Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.

http://www.aa.com/coUege

