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John Collins '97 
invites you to...

SMITH FIREARMS/ 
WICKSON CREEK GUN RANGE 

409-764-9230 409-589-1093 (Range)
Located 4.1 Miles East of 

Hwy 6 on Hwy 21 
MTRF 3 PM - Dusk 

SAT & SUN 9 AM - DUSK
Rifle & Pistol Range Skeet Practice 

"WE BUY GUNS!!" ^,G36
SKEET $4 FOR 25 BIRDS

New Members 
Invited!

Great Music for Easter 
and Christmas

‘Festival Singers!”
Wed. Feb. 4 

and Thun Feb. 5

5:30 - 6:30 p.m.. 
Academic Bldg. 402

L
V

March 31- 
April 4

845-1234

QWsc
©PAS

Opera & Perf orming Arts Society
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Diplomats descend on Baghdad 
in push to end standoff peacefully

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Would- 
be peacemakers from around the 
world pressed Iraq on Wednesday to 
end a standoff over weapons inspec
tions with diplomacy before Wash
ington does it with air strikes.

Word emerged of possible 
progress, includ
ing an Iraqi offer 
at compromise.

Russia insisted 
there were signs of 
optimism, but 
President Boris 
Yeltsin, using lan
guage reminiscent 
of the Cold War, 
said a U.S. attack Saddam 
could lead to “world war.”

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, 
meeting with an envoy from 
France, said he was striving for “a 
balanced political solution,” the of
ficial Iraqi News Agency said.

Iraq has refused to allow U.N. in
spectors into Saddam’s palaces and 
other key sites, calling it a matter of 
national sovereignty.

CNN reported the Iraqis were 
offering to open some — but not 
all — of the suspected weapons 
sites to inspectors,.

The United States increasingly is 
threatening to resort to military 
force to end the Iraqi defiance.

Congress worked Wednesday on 
a resolution authorizing President 
Clinton to launch air attacks, and 
U.N. Ambassador Bill Richardson 
traveled the world seeking support 
from fellow U.N. Security Council 
member-nations.

Hoping to avert attack, the Arab 
League’s secretary-general and 
Turkey’s foreign minister arrived in 
Baghdad, joining envoys from Rus
sia and France in pressing Iraqi 
leaders for a peaceful solution.

Quoting unidentified sources, 
CNN said that Iraq was offering to al
low U.N. inspectors access to eight 
disputed sites for about a month.

CNN said the Iraqi proposal 
called for each of the 15 members 
of the Security Council to appoint 
five inspectors.

The 21 countries represented on 
the U.N. Special Commission, 
which oversees inspections, would 
then each appoint two more.

“The best way to stop Saddam 

from building nuclear, biolog
ical or chemical weapons is 

simply to get the international 
inspectors back to work with 

no restraints.”
Bill Clinton

United States President

It said that these 117 experts 
would make “visits” to the palaces 
and would report their findings di
rectly to the Security Council.

Asked about the reported Iraqi 
offer, Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Moussa in Cairo said: “We have 
been informed by the Iraqis of this.”

He refused to elaborate. •
The Americans rejected the 

earlier plan, saying it appeared to 
be an attempt by Baghdad to by
pass the Special Commission and 
ignore the commission's mandate 
to set up long-term monitoring of 
suspected chemical, biological 
and nuclear programs.
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Jet violated air regulations in gondola accident
CAVALESE, Italy (AP) — The U.S. Marine jet 

that severed a ski lift cable, plunging 20 people 
to their deaths, violated Italian air safety regula
tions with its “earth-shaving flight” across a 
snowy hillside, the prime minister of this angry 
nation said Wednesday.

The defense minister said the American pilot 
should be prosecuted, several influential law
makers said U.S. bases in Italy should be closed, 
and Italian and American investigators started 
looking into the accident near Trento, about 90 
miles east of Milan.

“This is not about a low-level flight, but a ter
rible act, a nearly earth-shaving flight, beyond 
any limit allowed by the rules and laws,” Premier 
Romano Prodi told reporters.

Witnesses said the Marine EA-6B Prowler 
swooped through the valley just above the tree- 
tops on Tuesday. Its tail severed two, fist-sized, 
steel cables, sending a gondola full of European 
skiers and the operator to their deaths.

Startled by an unusually loud boom, 66-year- 
old Carla Naia looked up and saw the jet “com
ing at me at an incredible speed.”

“I’ve seen lots of planes and I’ve often cursed 
them,” the Cavalese resident said. “But this one > 
$eemed completely out of control, far lower and

faster than the others.”
Residents of this valley have long complained 

about low-flying jets out of Aviano Air Base at the 
foot of the Italian Alps.

“We are fed up,” Mauro Gilmozi, the mayor of 
this picturesque town of 3,600, said. “This ’Top 
Gun’ stuff has got to stop.”

An EA-6B pilot who flew missions in the area 
last year said it is standard procedure for pilots 
based at Aviano to fly low-level training routes in 
the Dolomite Mountains, but for safety reasons 
they are not supposed to be at altitudes below 
1,000 feet.

The pilot, who spoke Wednesday on condition 
he not be identified, said potential hazards such as 
ski resort cables are plotted on a flight map.

The EA-6B pilots do low-level training be
cause in times of war they must sometimes fly as 
low as 100 feet to avoid detection by enemy 
radar. The plane’s central mission is to identify 
the type and location of enemy radars — gener
ally surface-to-air missile radars — and to either 
jam their signal or attack them with high-speed 
anti-radiation missiles.

The Defense Ministry said militaiy flights must 
maintain a minimum altitude of 500 feet. The ca
ble was severed about 300 feet above the ground.

Undersecretary Massimo Brutti told state 
television that the plane’s flight plan called for it 
to be flying at 3,600 feet. Aviano spokeswoman 
Capt. Tracy O’Grady said the pilot "was on an ap
proved low-level training mission,” but did not 
say what altitude was authorized.

O’Grady also said U.S. military investigators 
were looking into why the plane was flying so 
low. A Marine accident investigation team from 
the United States was scheduled to fly to Aviano, 
60 miles east of Cavalese.

The EA-6B prowler, a surveillance plane, was 
on temporary assignment to Aviano: its home 
base is at Cherry Point, N.C. The identity of the 
pilot has not been released.

Anger continued to build in Italy, an important 
U.S. ally and home to seven major U.S. military in
stallations. U.S. flights over Italy have increased 
dramatically since the international intervention 
in Bosnia, one ofAviano’s most important jobs. The 
U.S. planes provide support for the international 
peacekeeping mission in Bosnia.

Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini deplored the 
accident but said that it would not "distort our al
liances and our collective security structures.” De
fense Minister Beniamino Andreatta took a harsh
er line, demanding that the pilot be prosecuted.
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Tiffany Inbody, Editor in Chief 
Helen Clancy, News Editor 
Brad Graeber, Visual Arts Editor 
Robert Smith, City Editor 
Matt Weber, Night News Editor 
Jeremy Furtick, Sports Editor 
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News: Hie Battalion news department is managed by students at 
Texas A&M University in the Division of Student Publications, a unit of 
the Department of Journalism. News offices are in 013 Reed 
McDonald Building. Newsroom phone: 845-3313; Fax: 845-2647; 
E-mail: batt@unix.tamu.edu; Website: http://battalion.tamu.edu 
Advertising: Publication of advertising does not imply sponsorship or 
endorsement by The Battalion. For campus, local, and national dis
play advertising, call 845-2696. For classified advertising, call 845- 
0569. Advertising offices are in 015 Reed McDonald, and office 
hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Fax: 845-2678. 
Subscriptions: A part of the Student Services Fee entitles each Texas 
A&M student to pick up a single copy of The Battalion. Mail sub
scriptions are $60 per school year, $30 for the fall or spring semes
ter and $17.50 for the summer. To charge by Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover, or American Express, call 845-2611.
The Battauon (ISSN #1055-4726) is published daily, Monday 
through Friday during the fall spring semesters and Monday through 
Thursday during the summer session (except University holidays and 
exam periods) at Texas A&M University. Second class postage paid at 
College Station,TX 77840. Postmaster: Send address changes to The 
Battalion, 015 Reed McDonald Building, Texas A&M University, 
College Station,TX 77843-1111.
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76GUMBY
(764-8629)

COLLEGE STATION

'Happy Hour 
| $3.00 Pitchers 

4pm-9pm 
Mon. - Fri.ifvrv Bar & Chill
' V OPEN LATE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

FAST - FREE - DELFVERY

(\£ER. (ULL/fMOS TO. B/MflG OORTS & GOMES

GUMGYCGMOG

a 0.99LARGE 14”
1-TOPPING Pizza &
Your choice of either 6 pepperoni rolls, large
Pokey stix or 10 Hot Wings
taxes not included • limited time offer

BOMS BUYS
With Regular Purchase

10” Pokey Stix............ ....... $2.99
12” Pokey Stix............ ....... $3.49
14” Pokey Stix............ ....... $4.49
12” Cheese Pizza....... ....... $3.49
6” Cold Sub................. ....... $2.99
4 Pepperoni Rolls...... ....... $3.46
10 Wings....................... .......$3.46

taxes not included • limited time offer

GUMBZILLO
MASSIVE (20”) 

1-TOPPING PIZZA
valid before midnight only

7. 9 9 + tax

NO LIMIT
taxes not included • limited time offer

OIUOE THRU SBEGIOL

*2.99MEDIUM 
CHEESE PIZZA
500 per topping - Drive Thru or Dine-in Only, 

taxes not included • limited time offer

INFO NIGHT
BS/MS/Ph.D GRADUATES

Bring copies of your resume.
DATE: Monday, February 9, 1998
TIME: 6-8pm
LOCATION: Koldus Building 
DRESS: Casual
DISCIPLINES: Finance

Marketing
MBA with technical
undergraduate degree

We give recent graduates the tools, the support 
and the resources they need to explore ideas. 
We’re pushing this company to the Nth degree.
And you can take us there.

VISIT www.cybrblu.ibm.com IBM Is committed to creating 
environment and proud to n 
opportunity employer.

mailto:batt@unix.tamu.edu
http://battalion.tamu.edu
http://www.cybrblu.ibm.com

