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Stepping into the Spotlight
Sophomore Chimika Carter is back for a run at the NCAAs

By Travis Harsch 
Staff writer

Most athletes have a hard time 
making an impact during their 
freshman years. Getting adjusted 
to the glare of the college sports 
spotlight usually has its effect on 
athletes in their first season on 
campus. But with every rule, there 
are exceptions, and Chimika 
Carter, a sophomore on the Texas 
A&M Women’s Track Team, is one 
of the biggest.

In her first season, Carter qual
ified for the NCAA championships 
in the 100-meter hurdles. She has 
already established herself among 
A&M’s all-time elite in the triple 
jump, and has the fourth-fastest 
100-meter hurdles time in Aggie 
history at 13.42. And the truly im
pressive thing about her is she is 
just starting to get a feel for things, 
coach Ted Nelson said.

“She’s always had the talent, but 
I think the mental aspect will be a 
big improvement for her,” Nelson 
said. “It’s hard for those kids (fresh
men) to line up and imagine being 
able to compete with these people 
that are two or three years older.”

“She’s always had the 
talent, but I think the 
mental aspect will be a 
big improvement for her.”

TED NELSON
HEAD TRACK COACH

Carter said she did seem over
whelmed at times last season.

“I thought, especially being a 
freshman, that I really didn’t have 
a chance to make it to nationals 
and compete,” Carter said.
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Sophomore Chimika Carter is the latest athlete to join the ranks of A&M’s elite.

Assistant Coach Abe Brown said 
Carter will have a better season 
this spring because she is used to 
the longer season and heavier 
practices of college.

“It was hard for her last year, 
coming in with a workload that 
was a lot more than what she was 
used to,” Brown said. “She was 
broken down a lot, with the basic 
wear and tear. This year I think 
she’ll hold up and be able to con
tribute strongly.”

Senior Adrien Sawyer Carter 
will be more successful this sea
son, with a year of competition 
behind her.

“Last year, she was a freshman, 
and now she has a feel for things,” 
Sawyer said. “She has experience in 
the college area, and I think she’s 
got the hang of things this year.”

Even with her ability to score 
points for the team, Nelson said 
Carter also contributes with her 
intangibles.

“She’s really a solid person, she 
brings a lot of stability to some of 
our younger athletes, even though 
she’s only a sophomore herself,” 
Nelson said.

Brown said he believes Carter 
gives the team versatility.

“She brings a winning attitude 
to our program, she’s very talented 
in more than just one event,” 
Brown said. “She’s a very accom
plished hurdler, and is going to get 
much, much better, she’s also a 
very strong long jumper and triple 
jumper.”

After last year’s success and a 
better taste for what to expect, 
Carter has set her goals high for 
this season.

“I want to make it to nationals 
in the 100 (-meter) hurdles and in 
one of the jumps, preferably the 
long jump,” Carter said.

With the way she has been go
ing, anything is possible.

Running the Road of Gloi
1997 National Champion Toya Jones is ready for are|0'

By Al Lazarus 
Staff writer

Everybody loves a winner.
This phrase accurately sums up society’s views to

ward people who are the best at what they do. Many 
times though, people try their hardest and do not 
win, but still receive praise and recognition. Many 
athletes realize this, and are comforted by it, know
ing that even if they do not win, they might still be 
admired by many.

But do not count Texas A&M track and field star Toya 
Jones as one of these athletes. Jones has won at every 
level of competition he has competed at, and does not 
plan on changing his winning tradition anytime soon.

Jones, a 6-foot-2-inch, 190-pound junior, was a 
member of the Aggie national champion 400-meter re
lay team last year, and is poised to help defend the title. 
In addition to the NCAA championships, Jones and 
teammates junior Michael Price, senior Billy Fobbs and 
Danny McCray won every other 400-meter relay they 
participated in last year, which included the ultra-com
petitive, high-profile Penn Relays, as well as the Texas 
Relays and Big 12 Championships.

“We were always comfortable with each other," 
Jones said, "and we’re always confident."

Jones said that last year’s confidence has carried over 
to this year, despite the loss of McCray to graduation.

“We had a lot of backups last year, so we feel confi
dent that we will be able to replace him,” Jones said.

Being around other talented runners in practice 
everyday has been helpful to Jones.

“We all compete hard against each other in prac
tice,” he said.

In fact, Jones says that Price is the best athlete he has 
ever competed against. Price returns the favor.

“Toya gives us a chance to be consistent, we know 
we can count on him to come through,” Price said.

Jones’ accomplishments in the 400-meter relay last 
year are made even more impressive by the fact that he 
does not have the opportunity to practice much in the 
fall, because he is busy performing his duties as a safe
ty on the Texas A&M Football Team. When football sea
son is over, Jones still can not concentrate solely on the 
400-meter relay, as he also participates in the long 
jump, triple jump and 55-, 100-and 200-meter dashes.

Winning is nothing new for Toya Jones. His illustri
ous career at Refugio High School included winning 13 
gold medals at four state meets. He also set class 3A 
state records in the long jump, 100-meter dash and 200- 
meter dash. Jones said he feels that high school com
petition helped prepare him for competition on the col-
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Junior Toya Jones is fighting for a second nai:
legiate level.

"Coming out of high school, I felt I waswt 
ed to be," Jones said.

A winner is often considered to bearolei 
those around him, and Jones is no exception

“Winning the national championshiplast 
4-by-10() sort of made his role as a model trad 
ger, because he’s a guy who’s won the national 
onship,” coach Ted Nelson said.

Price said he agrees with Nelson.
"With all the high school rec < miMicIII ^ BFI 

lege success, many of the team memberslo(^j| 
Toya,” he said.

As Toya Jones looks ahead to this year's 
can not help but feel confident.

“I'll be mnning the second leg of theiOO-o^U 
lay) again, and I know we can win," he said.
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