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Spirit of Christmas season comes to 
community with Holiday on the Brazos
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By Marium Mohiuddin 
Staff writer

he last breath of hot summer air has 
disappeared with the clear blue 
skies. The leaves have changed col

or and are falling. Sweaters and coats are 
pulled out of boxes, and in settle the sniffles 

and coughs of the cold season. However, with 
the bitterness of the winter weather comes the 

lights, music, songs and festivities of Holiday on 
the Brazos.

Bryan-College Station has decked their halls 
with the Christmas spirit in preparation for the 
season.

The cities of Bryan and College Station have 
separately hosted many holiday events in the 
past. However, for the last two years, B-CS have 
combined the events to produce Holiday on 
the Brazos.

Holiday on the Brazos is a celebration of hol
iday sights and sounds. It includes concerts, the
ater events, balls, contests and a parade.

Anel Bow, program and special events super
visor for the city of College Station, said the 

community activities have been successful, 
and they hope to share the magic of the 
season with more visitors.

“Bryan-College Station is located in the 
heart ofTexas,” Bow said. “Many people will 
be coming here to see the George Bush Li
brary and the lighting of A&M. We felt that 
they may like to see what we have here.”

Bow said the holiday events promote 
community pride and allow the residents 

to show off their spirit.
“The Parade of Lights is a show

case of lighting and decoration,” 
Bow said. “Local businesses and res

idents decorate the exteriors of their homes or 
establishments. Trolley tours will be going 
through the community with a tape accompa
niment. We want to show people that we are 
proud to live here.”

Bow said the main attraction of the commu
nity is Christmas in the Park.

“In the last year we had about 125,000 people 
come to the park,” Bow said. “We have added 
many things to the park. Every year we add an
other building to the Dickens’ village, and we have 
added a new sidewalk system.

"We 
want to 

show people 
that we are 

proud to live here."
Anel Bow

College Station program superviso

“We have open house (over the weekend) for 
three weeks in December, where many local 
performers come to the park. This year we will 
have the A&M Consolidated Jazz Band, the Col
lege Station Junior High School Choir among

other performances.”
Marilyn Martell, chair of public relations for 

the Junior League of B-CS, said they will be host
ing a holiday charity ball amid the events of Hol
iday on the Brazos.

“The Junior League has traditionally held the 
charity ball in the spring,” Martell said. “This year 
we are having it now to kick off the holiday sea
son. The theme is Winter Wonderland, and it is a 
black-tie and evening-gown event.”

Martell said the Junior League will be host
ing three events: the Festival of Trees, the Char
ity Ball and Breakfast with Santa.

The events are open to the general public 
and will be held at the College Station Hilton. 
All the proceeds will go to local charities.

Many of the activities for Holiday on the Brazos 
revolve around giving back to the community.

Penny Zent, chairperson of the Christmas Pa
rade, said the parade has more to offer than kids in 
the back of a pickup truck driving down the street.

“We are not a big city,” Zent said. “So our pa
rades are not commercial parades with big 
floats and many advertisers. Our parade is 
made up of the community. They are our 
friends and neighbors.”

Zent said this is the 71st year of the parade and 
has been a long tradition in Bryan-College Station.

“We have about 30,000-40,000 people attend 
the parades,” she said. “This year the Grand Mar
shall of the parade is Robert Earl Keen. He was 
very excited to be in the parade. We have floats, 
bands, and drill teams and a lot more. The pa
rade lasts about two hours and this year there are 
116 entries.”

Holiday on the Brazos and the events 
throughout the month have been a long tradi
tion in Bryan-College Station — providing a 
jump into the holiday season.

Jickson matures for the better with erotic sound found on The Velvet Rope
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Janet Jackson 
The Velvet Rope 
Virgin Records 
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America has watched Janet 
Jackson grow up from her 
days on the television sitcom 
“Good Times” to her albums Con

trol, Rhythm Nation 1814 and janet.
Miss Jackson — if your nasty — 

has matured yet again with her new 
album, The Velvet Rope. And boy oh 
boy, has Janet grown up.

Currently, in her new video, Jack- 
son is sporting a bright red hairdo 
that is reminiscent of my sister’s 
production of “The Crucible.”

Besides the shocking red locks, 
Jackson is sporting some pretty

nifty body piercings. In an interview 
with Oprah Winfrey Jackson said 
she has pierced her tongue, her 
nasal septum and her nipple.

Musically however, Jackson mix
es some of the harder edge materi
al like “If I Was Your Woman” from 
janet with some of the softer ballads 
like “Again.” The diversity of mater
ial has something for any music fan.

The album opens with the sin
gle, “Velvet Rope,” an electronica in
fluenced song that has a touch 
which is distinctly Janet.

Such musical experimenting is

what makes Janet arguably one of 
the most exciting mainstream 
artists today.

The Velvet Rope contains a hip- 
hop edge that was not quite so evi
dent on past Jackson albums. Songs 
like “My Need” and “You” have a 
Sean “Puffy” Combs sound without 
Puff Daddy actually working on the 
album. A feat considering how 
prevalent Puff Daddy has been on 
MTV.

The personal nature of Jackson’s 
lyrics have never been so shocking
ly honest.

Jackson explores bisexuality and 
S&M, and continuing with a theme 
of unusual sexuality, Janet sings 
about her relationship with older 
brother Michael.

The lyrics explore a sexuality 
Jackson flirted with in janet, but in 
The Velvet Rope, she uses lyrics 
such as, “Tie me up tie me down / 
Make me moan real loud / Take off 
my clothes / No one has to know / 
Whisperin’ /1 wanna feel a soft rope 
burn.”

Please see Jackson on Page 4.

BURRITO LOVERS UNITE
San Antonio's ONLY 

Burrito Jointi I —

13444 West Ave. • (210) 499-0099
Welcomes all Aggies to S.A. 

for the Husker bashing
Come by anytime this 
weekend and get 
705 Off with your college ID
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Doug Walker’s

Maroon & White Report
College Station, Texas 77842-0642

Ph: 409-696-5911 • Fax: 409-696-7785 • Email: info@agsports.com

The Perfect Christmas Gift 
For The Texas A&M Football Fan:

• The most extensive coverage of A&M recruiting.
• Recruiting news 5 nights a week from Jan. 4 through Feb. 5.
• A variety of subscription packages starting at $30.
• Candid coverage of A&M football and recruiting all year long.
• Newsletter: 25 issues, 12 months a year.
• Fax or Email: 70 updates plus special reports.
• Internet service: http://www.agsports.com

Subscription packages via mail, fax, or email from $30 
CALL 409-696-5911 TO ORDER TODAY!

; Juniors & Seniors!

LAND 340-500 Landscape Architecture in America (3 crs.) 
W 6:30-9:30 PM, ARCH C105 Instructor: Nancy Volkman 
Phone: 845-5041, email: nvolkman@archone.tamu.edu 
PREREQUISITES: None

PLAN 370-500 Intro, to Health Systems Planning (3 crs.) 
MWF 3-3:50 PM, PSCY 338 Instructor: Don Sweeney 
Phone: 845-7888, email: dsweeney@archone.tamu.edu 
PREREQUISITES: Junior classification

BROADLY EDUCATED INDIVIDUALS EXCEL IN LIFE 
Call or email for more information • Register today
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Everyday this 
week 
11-2

Holiday 
Craft Fair

Thursday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

&
Friday

10 a.m.-4 p.m.
MSC First Floor

&

For more information, please call 845-1515
Persons with disabilities please call 845-1515 to inform us of your special needs. We request notification 
three (3) working days prior to the event to enable us to assist you to the best of our abilities.

Att Majors!
Don’t miss your chance to spen 

Summer Session I’98 in

ITALy
WFiAT COURSES WILL I TAKE?
You will take a total of two courses (6 hours), consisting of the following course: 

ARTS 350: Arts and Civilization
Prof. Joe Hutchinson or 
Prof. Paolo Barucchieri

AND

PSYC 489: Special Topics in History of Psychology:
Psychology and the Renaissance 
Prof. Dave Woehr 

OR
POLS 322: West European Politics and Government 

Prof. John Robertson

For More Information, Contact:
Prof. Joe Hutchinson
337 ELAC 
845-0584
E-mail: jmhutch@archone.tamu.edu 
Office hours:
MWF 3:00-4:40 
Thursday 11:00-12:00 
or by appointment

Prof. Dave Woehr
209 PSYC 
845-2097
E-mail: DWJ@psyc.TAMU.Edu 
Office hours:
Thursday 8:30-9:30/11:00-12:30 
or by appointment

Prof. John Robertson
2096 Bush/Academic West Bldg 
845-2511
E-mail: jrobertson@lamu.edu 
Office hours:
Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:30 
Thurs 2:00-3:00 
or by appointment

Study Abroad Programs -161 Bizzell Hall West - 845-0544 
Hurry! Spaces are Limited!
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Experience the best 
in Quality & Price

Acrylic or Gel 
full set $20 

fills $15
in & out in 30 minutes

822-5756
Comer of Villa Maria & Cavitt
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