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liquette Days enUghtens 
tridents on social graces

By Marium Mohiuddin 
Staff writer

The candies are lit; the music is play
ing. The fragrance of perfume and 
cologne fill the air. The aroma of the 
neal filters through people’s senses. Every- 

me is seated, and the shrimp cocktail is 
jrought out. Sitting at the end of the table, 
person struggles with the question ‘to use 

ny fingers or not to use my fingers?’
Formal dinners, interviews and cocktail 

Darties are social aspects of business, 
lowever, the concepts of etiquette are un-

Iamiliarto many people. When looking for 
ijob, knowledge is important to sustain a 
Dosition, but etiquette is necessary to ob- 
:ain a position.

This idea is what motivated MSC 
lospitality to host Etiquette Days today 
nd Thursday.
Jasmine Wilder, co-program chair of 

tiquette Days and a senior marketing

major, said the idea was first introduced 
by A&M Vice President of Student Affairs 
Dr. J. Malon Sutherland, who felt many 
students did not know the proper eti
quette of business.

“I am taking the BBQ class, so I have 
learned about etiquette, but when I told 
others what I have learned they were sur
prised by what constitutes etiquette,” 
Wilder said. “This is the second year of the 
event and is supposed to help students 
with what to do and what not to do for in
terviews. This information is useful for all 
students, and we hope to supply the basics 
of an interview.”

Wilder said when the idea first came 
up, the organization did not know where 
to begin.

“We have been doing things by trial and 
error,” she said. “There is a demand, but we 
did not know what to include. We are trying 
to incorporate different ideas, and we hope 
to add more events.”

Please see Etiquette on Page 4.
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Victoria deadly Secret
Stage Center production of Arsenic and Old Lace’ brings macabre 
humor and universal appeal to Bryan-College Station audiences

By Travis Irby 
Staff writer

Two ladies decide to do their part to 
help humanity by killing some 
lonely men. This is not a twisted 
feminist fantasy — it is Stage Center 

Community Theater’s production “Ar
senic and Old Lace.”

The play is directed by Michael Gonzales 
and runs Nov. 20-22, and Nov. 28-29 at 7:30 
p.m., with a matinee on Nov. 23 at 3 p.m.

“Arsenic and Old Lace” was written 
by Joseph Kesselring in 1941 and re
mains one of the most-performed plays 
in the country.

It also was adapted into a 1944 movie 
directed by Frank Capra and starring 
Cary Grant.

The play revolves around the 
“Kevorkian-esque” antics of a couple of el
derly sisters named Martha and Abby 
Brewster, who live in Brooklyn, New York 
in 1940. The sisters poison elderly gentle
men to end their loneliness. The well-in
tentioned siblings believe they are doing 
the men a favor.

Add to the mix a nephew who thinks he 
is Teddy Roosevelt, a sinister nephew 
named Jonathan and a nice nephew 
named Mortimer, and zaniness ensues.

Leah Fletcher, the play’s assistant di
rector and producer, said she was sur
prised at the humor of the play.

“I wasn’t real familiar with the play, so 
I did a lot of research on it,” Fletcher said. 
“I found out it is one of the more com
monly performed plays, and it is so be
cause of its humor.”

The play’s humor relies on the unin
tentional actions of the characters.

Jason Hamilton plays Teddy, the ec
centric nephew who thinks he is a 
dead president.

“He is a very funny character, but not 
because he tries to be,” Hamilton said. 
“He is very dry and serious about being 
Teddy Roosevelt.”

Teddy walks around in a military uniform 
resembling the type the Rough Riders wore.

Sally McKnight, a local first-grade 
teacher and president of Stage Center’s 
Board of Governors, plays Martha Brew

What’s New ?
Whether you want to save for your children's 
education, supplement your retirement sav
ings, buy a new house, or even just start 
planning a big trip, there's big news.

Introducing
TIAA-CREF Mutual Funds
They provide a new way for TIAA-CREF to 
help you achieve your financial goals and 
complement your traditional retirement sav
ings by putting your after-tax dollars to work. 
And that's not all. Our six new mutual funds 
offer you a range of investment options plus 
the advantages of:

• No-loads
• A low $250 initial investment
• Exceptionally low operating costs*
• Easy access to your money
• No 12b-1 marketing or distribution fees
• High-quality service

What's more, they're backed by the nearly 80 
years of investment expertise that's made 
TIAA-CREF one of the most respected com
panies in the financial industry. And even 
more important, our new mutual funds also 
offer you the same kind of support and guid
ance you've come to expect from TIAA-CREF. 
So why not save more for your children's 
education? Or build up your retirement nest 
egg? Now it's easier than you think to get 
more of what you want from life. Simply call 
1 800 223-1200, Dept. BEK, or drop by our 
Web site at www.tiaa-cref.org/mfunds. Then 
all you'll have to do is decide,'When do I 
want to get started?"

*A portion of the management fee has been waived. 
This waiver is contractual and guaranteed through at 
least July 1, 2000.

______

MUTUAL FUNDS

Ensuring the future for those who shape it:

For more complete information about the TIAA-CREF Mutual Funds, including charges and expenses, please call 1 800 223-1200 for a prospectus. 
Please read the prospectus carefully before you invest or send money.

The TIAA-CREF Mutual Funds are distributed by Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc. © 1997 Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc.

DEREK DEMERE/The Battalion

“Arsenic and Old Lace” is a comedic play dealing with two elderly sisters who commit murder. 
The play was made into a 1944 film starring Cary Grant and directed by Frank Capra.
ster, one of the murderous sisters.

“This is one of my favorite plays,” 
McKnight said. “I pushed for us to do it 
this season because I wanted to audition 
for it.”

Cathy McWhorter, an employee of the 
Texas A&M Foundation and Stage Center 
member for 15 years, plays Abby Brewster, 
the other sister.

“The show is so funny,” McWhorter said.

44 I think everyone 

would enjoy it. You can 
take a date or your parents. 
Plus, it’s a nice change of 
pace from a movie.”

Tiffany Belcher
Senior marketing major

“It transcends generations due to its humor.”
Hamilton said the performance will ap

peal to all ages.
“Everyone will enjoy it, young or old,”

Hamilton said. “It is funny, but not dumb
ed down.”

Tiffani Belcher, a senior marketing ma
jor, plays Mrs. Witherspoon in “Arsenic and 
Old Lace.”

This is her first experience with Stage 
Center, but not with acting.

“I’ve been in theater in high school and 
college,” Belcher said. “This is my first time 
with Stage Center, but want to perform 
here again.”

Belcher said “Arsenic and Old Lace” has 
a universal appeal.

“I think everyone would enjoy it,” 
Belcher said. “You can take a date or your 
parents. Plus, it’s a nice change of pace 
from a movie.”

Participation in Stage Center is strictly 
voluntary, so it is the thrill of the stage, not 
monetary compensation, that keeps the 
cast motivated.

Fletcher said the whole point of com
munity theater is getting people involved.

“You get your hands into a lot of things, 
you may do something different every 
play,” Fletcher said.

Blair Reeves, who has performed for 
Stage Center in the past, is working off
stage for this play.

Please see Arsenic on Page 4.

Care Plus^
Presents

Roc, The Good Doc

“Fell asleep at a tailgate party, did you ? ”
Make tracks to CarePlus Medical Center for all your minor 
emergencies. Our on-site x-ray facility allows us to treat your 
accidents and injuries quickly. And no appointment is necessary, 
so you can come in immediately after an accident. A&M students 
even receive a 10% discount at CarePlus Medical Center. At 
CarePlus, you get quality care plus value and convenience.

Care Plusvta*
2411 Texas Ave. and Southwest Pkwy • College Station, TX 77840 696-0683

We're looking for a few good Aggies.

ACE Volunteer Program
Help students improve their 
study skills!
Help students make decisions 
about majors & careers! 
Improve your 
communication and 
leadership skills!
Make a difference in the lives 
of fellow Aggies!

" ACE
Academic & 

Career 
Educator

Studant
Counseling
Service

Application DEADLINE: Friday, December 5, 1997
Interviews will be held Monday, Jan. 12 through Friday, Jan. 23. 

Applications and brochures are available at 114 Henderson Hall. For 
more information, call 845-4427, ext. 108.

STUDENT
COUNSELING

SERVICE

Visit our website!
http://www. scs. tam u. edu/volunteer/

a Department in the Division of Student Affairs

http://www.tiaa-cref.org/mfunds
http://www

