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.Week Days: 4 PM to 8 AM fl AR- ^ 7 0 0 
I Weekends: 24 hours a day W‘TO“£.#UU

® I'm upset! We just broke up and I need to talk to someone. ©
I think I hate my major. © I'm worried about my grades.© How 
can I see someone at the counseling service? © Mom just called &
I'm worried about home. © I'm so lonely. Can we talk a while? ©

The Helpline is a program of the Student Counseling Service, 
a department in the Division of Student Affairs.

L
The Battalion

IFESTYLES Wednesday • November 5, 199

Students go against career norms; 
by working as strippers, piercers!

Earth Info
Did you know...?

Coal forms from the 
accumulation, burial and metamorphosis

of plant material
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To learn more about our earth, join us in our Geology 101 
Principles of Geology class, a Tier 1 science 

requirement, offered each semester.
A weekly earth fact brought to you by the Dept, of Geology & Geophysics

By Rhonda Reinhart 
Staff writer

Between classes at Texas A&M, chatting 
with friends and walking across cam
pus, “Samantha” looks like the typical 
Aggie co-ed.

But when night falls, a glance at her getting 
ready for work reveals another side to this 
senior computer engineering major. She is an 
exotic dancer at the Silk Stocking Lounge, the 
only gentleman’s club in the Brazos Valley.

Samantha, who has been dancing at the 
club for three years, said most people who 
come to the Silk Stocking do not recognize her 
on campus. She said one person who did rec
ognize her said she looks like a mouse on cam
pus compared to the way she looks at work.

“A lot of my friends come out here,” she 
said. “All types come out here — profs, corps 
members, fraternities, even guys with dates.”

Samantha said her family and most of her 
friends know what she does for a living, and 
she is not embarrassed by it.

“It’s the best job I’ve found,” she said. “ It’s a 
good way to stay in shape, and you get to listen 
to the music you want.”

Samantha said working at the Silk Stocking 
allows her to make her own schedule, and in 
one night, she makes the same amount of 
money she would make working at a mini- 
mum-wage job for two weeks.

Samantha is not the only A&M student who 
has a job that is less than ordinary.

Todd Haney, a senior business analysis 
major, puts himself through school by running 
his own body-piercing business.

“I’m totally self-supportive,” he said. “I’m 
taking nine hours, and I work afternoons and 
nights.”

Haney is starting his fourth year of doing 
body piercing.

He said after his parents divorced he had 
to find some way to pay for school and pay 
the bills.

Haney worked at several part-time jobs

before discovering body piercing. He said he 
was waiting tables when he met the person 
who taught him the craft.

“He opened my eyes to it,” Haney said. “I 
kind of did it on a whim, and I realized I could 
make a living with it.”

Haney said his work is not all about money.
“I love what I do,” he said. “I just love putting 

metal in people. It’s an interesting art form.”
Haney said regardless of what people think, 

body piercing is a business.
“Most businesses fail within the first two 

years, so I must be doing something right,” 
he said. “It keeps me goal-oriented. I’m hav
ing a blast going to school now.”

Another A&M student whose job deviates 
from the usual position of restaurant staffer or 
mall employee is Melissa Keerins, a sales clerk 
at Adult Video.

Keerins, a senior journalism major, started 
working at the store in July because she need
ed extra money.

“When I first started,” she said, “I wasn’t 
sure what to expect, but as I worked here 
longer it became easier to deal with. I don’t do 
stuff like this [watch adult videos], so I wasn’t 
sure how to react to people’s questions.”

Keerins said customers inquire about 
everything from which video to rent, to which 
magazines to buy.

“People assume that I must be a sex maniac 
or something to be working here,” she said. 
“That’s what annoys me the most. I treat it as 
just another job. I just sell the stuff.”

Keerins said working at Adult Video is an 
interesting experience.

“It’s a real eye-opener to what goes on,” she 
said. “We’re the only adult video store in the 
Brazos Valley, so we make a lot of money. You 
get to know a whole other side to people.”

Keerins works one day a week and makes 
minimum wage plus a 10 percent commission 
on everything she sells.

She said the job is good because it pays well.
“It’s a lot more lenient here than working at 

the mall or something,” Keerins said. “When
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WITH A WHOLE CAREER AHEAD OF YOU, IT PAYS TO HAVE A GREAT NAME BEHIND YOU.

tOt • Qrawing Crttth/lty froix Olutrsi'v

With a Tume like Walt Disney World on your resume, your future is 
definitely bright. Not only wilt you earn college recognition or credit, 

you’ll also be working with one of the most dynamic companies 
in the world. And that’s experience any college graduate could use.

Representatives wiil be on campus to answer all your questions about 
the Walt Disney World* College Program, where you’ll work, earn 
and learn from some of the top management minds in the industry.

We wiil be interviewing ail majors for positions available throughout 
our Theme Parks and Resorts, including Attractions, Food & Beverage, 
Merchandise, Ufeguarding and more. Plus, this summer, those fluent in 

Portuguese, should be sure to ask about special opportunities. So plan 
ahead for our visit. Discover a World, of Opportunities at Disney.
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it’s slow, I can finish reading my history boo. ^m| 
or watch TV. This is the most unique job LV, ^ r 
ever had.” i

Even though her parents were concerne ^ 
about her safety at first, Keerins said now the 
are supportive of her job. I

“They know I need the money, so they'i I 
100 percent behind that,” she said. “They’i;0u.re^ 
cool about it. They think it’s funny.”

Keerins said students should not be embar1 try 
rassed to have unusual jobs. : am

“If you need the money, it doesn’t really mat 
ter where you work,” she said. “You do what yogi’s nl 
have to do to earn your way through school.” !’ il
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Visit us year round in Downtown ^^syto si 
Bryan § at Booth #224 at the T^orheri 

Texas Renaissance Festival
1 2 I 6 N. Bryan Hours:
Downtown Bryan Mon. - Sat. .JOS

^ 1

Celtic Crosses * Wind Chimes 
Museum Reproductions • Rainsticks 

Great Sterling Silver JewelryGreat Sterling Oliver Jewelry

PRESENTATION DATE: it/6/97 TIME: 6:00 PM LOCATION: y>i Rudder Tower FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Jennifer Humphries

SOUTH TEXAS
C O L L E c; E O F I. AW

1303 San Jacinto 
Houston, Texas 77002

South Texas College of Law 
provides equal employ
ment, admission and I 
educational opportunities l 
without regard to race, 
color, religion, 
national origin, 
sex or disability.

Now that I’m grad 
what next?

A law degree is the best business degree. Practicing 
attorneys hold South Texas College of Law in high regard for the 
diversity and practicality of the school’s curriculum.

Located in the heart of downtown Houston, South Texas is 
within walking distance of more than 6000 attorneys, leading law 
firms and headquarters of top national corporations.

South Texas’ nationally recognized advocacy program 
teaches the communication skills vital for business success, 
while the growing international focus of South Texas 
introduces students to law and commerce abroad.

You can afford a private law school education.
South Texas’ tuition rates are among the lowest in the 
U S. for private schools, and financial aid is available.

The registration deadline for the December 
Law School Admissions Test is November 14.
The South Texas application deadline for Fall 
1998 is Marchl. Think about it.

For information on our programs, call the 
Admissions Office at 718-646-1810 or visit 
our website at http://www.stcl.edu.

http://www.stcl.edu

