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“The sets are free-standing 
back drops with some chairs,” 
Rasch said “The power comes 
from the interpretation of the set. 
There is only one character in a 
costume.

“This is a mime. He wears a 
white mask so he has no expres
sion. He is symbolic of the nega
tive side that tries to pull people 
down. He does not speak, but he

is always lurking around personi
fying the pusher.”

Rasch said as a former high 
school English teacher, she real
ized the play cannot be preachy 
because students would not listen 
to the message.

“We never compromise the 
theater aspect or the education,” 
Rasch said. “You cannot reach stu
dents through preaching, you 
have to reach them emotionally. 
The audience becomes enthralled 
because they identify with the

play. The feelings of loneliness, 
alienation, security, insecurity 
and danger — things we all have 
experienced. We want to help the 
young people understand how 
you can get swept away.”

Rasch said the play has a uni
versal theme that all audiences 
can identify with.

“The audience becomes trans
fixed. It doesn’t matter if we are in 
a rural town or an urban city. If we 
are in California or Nebraska, we 
reach people’s feelings. If a crowd

comes in rowdy, three minutes 
into the production it is so quite 
you could hear a pin drop. Many 
of the actors were surprised be
cause it is a spiritual experience 
and they did not realize that they 
would touch that many lives. This 
is the effect of the theater.”

Even with the strong impact of 
the play, Rasch said she did not ex
pect such a huge reaction.

“The play first opened in 1989 
and has been touring for nine 
years,” Rasch said. “This is the

longest, most successful produc
tion. We have traveled to 38 states, 
Guam, Canada and the Virgin Is
lands. We have reached over 
850,000 people. We have also re
ceived many awards for this pro
duction. Recently, Time Warner 
donated a $100,000 ad which ran 
in the People’s magazine’s tribute 
to Diana. ”

Peter Nunez, assistant secre
tary in the Department of the 
Treasury, said in a press release 
the play has a dramatic effect
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MAINEWOODS “Mandy” with cap toe, turn-down cuff 
and leather upper. In black.

ROCKPORT “Blaine” with comfort bottom and nubuck 
upper. In black or chocolate.
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DANEXX “Acton” with padded collar and leather upper. 
In black, walnut or navy. A Dillard’s exclusive!

Pf ■ . .k ;:<T
_______ ____ iirnraiovT......

' I T CSI N .

MAINEWOODS “Amy” with turn-down cuff and 
leather upper. In black.
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WESTBOUND “Delta” with cap toe detail and leather 
upper. In black or brown. A Dillard’s exclusive!
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GLACEE “Honey” with side button detail and leather 
upper. In black or brown. A Dillard’s exclusive!
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EASY SPIRIT “Harvard” tailored bootie with comfort 
bottom and leather upper. In black or brown.
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WESTBOUND “Bassett” with leather upper and woven 
vamp. In black or brown. A Dillard’s exclusive!
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BORN “Willow” with padded collar and leather 
upper. In brown.
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DANEXX “Atlantic” with buckle detail and leather upper. 
In black or brown.

Dillard’s
Dillard s welcomes your Dillard s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club Card.

SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10 A.M. TO 9 PM., SUNDAY NOON TO 6 PM. • POST OAK MALL • 764-0014
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