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PORTS
ollege Hoops needs a T.O.

ritale says NCAA should reexamine scholarship system
By Chris Ferrell 

Sports editor

ick Vitale can see a problem in college 
basketball. He knows it is not the same 
game it was when he began coaching 

>||r three decades ago, and it is not the same 
;Mne as it was when he began covering college 
mketball for ESPN in 1979.

I^ow, the nations top college basketball analyst, 
3 was in town last weekend to speak at the “Bo- 
with Barone” dinner, said college basketball and 

oftball need to reevaluate their current policies to 
ye them more relevant to modern times.
(“We have a problem right now,” Vitale said. 

We have a major problem in college athletics 
hai people are trying to hide and don’t want to 
iddress. The problem is in football and basket- 
)all, both revenue sports.
■“We have too many kids in college today who 
ioh’t belong here, who don’t deserve to be here. 

Epidemically, they can’t handle it and don’t 
yant to.be here in any shape or form. They’re 
here because they can stroke the jump shot or 
hey can run with the football. When their eligi- 
iliiies are gone, they’re gone.”

JVitale said letting people into college who do 
VAN/1 Tot belong there is bad for the university and is 

mfair to both the players and potential players. 
858 PB" I think it’s a crime to take a kid and put him

■The NCAA needs to get out of the 
old school attitude. I think the play
ers today deserve more than room,
oard, and books.”

DICK VITALE
BASKETBALL ANALYST

McClii inthe classroom, put him in calculus, whatever 
akeem the class may be, and he has no clue,” he said. 
• While Their self-esteem is destroyed. The kid’s no 
the yat dummy, he knows.
Tomentij “I know a lot of beautiful people. Not every- 
h hole sne’s made for college. I call them ‘Beautiful peo- 
nt. pk that I know,’ they didn’t go to college.” 
iteersuniBVitale said the NBA may also play a role. With 
trappt the recent jumps of players such as Kevin Garnett, 

imnlira Jbe Bryant and Tracey McGrady making the 
lump from high school to the pros, Vitale said a 

ough a, minor league system could help the problem. 
rlesBoIr I * would like to see an NBA subsidized rook- 
serHiaT6 league for kids coming out of high school like 
par.nMr|]fry ho in baseball and like you have in hock- 

i|” he said. “So youngsters coming out in their
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Dick Vitale speaks at the “Bogey with Barone" dinner Friday night at G. Rollie White Coliseum.

sports can go on to the minor leagues, learn 
their trade. It’s more of a sin to take a kid on the 
collegiate level and put him on a campus and 
put him in a classroom with kids who really 
want to be there and have earned the right to be 
there with their resume in high school.

“There are a lot of beautiful kids out there 
who would love that opportunity, who would 
give their heart and soul. We need more David 
Robinsons, we need more Grant Hills. We need 
more people who do it the right way, both as 
athletes and as students.”

With the early jumps to the NBA becoming 
more and more prevalent, Vitale said he worries 
about the college game. The players he once la
beled ‘Diaper Dandies’, the nation’s top fresh
men, are now NBA lottery picks.

Despite the early exits, Vitale said he was pleas
antly surprised by what he found when he start
ed covering games last season.

“The year before we lose Allen Iverson, 
Stephen Marbury, Ray Allen, we lose Marcus 
Camby and ShareefAbdur-Rahim, five legitimate 
big time All-Americans,” he said. “I was so down. 
I said the college game is over, we’re never going 
to have the quality.

“Boy was I wrong. I did my first game. The en
thusiasm was unbelievable. Then I started doing

the games Kansas, Cincinnati, Carolina, Duke. You 
know what, nobody cared that these stars went off 
to the NBAThe jersey still says Carolina, Duke, Ken
tucky, Michigan and Iowa and the enthusiasm at all 
these schools was unbelievable.”

The excitement of the college game is not lim
ited to the fans. Many of the players enjoy the ex
perience as well and would stay in school if their 
circumstances were different.

However, with so many players coming from 
tough backgrounds, the big dollars of the NBA are 
often too hard to pass up. Vitale said the NCAA 
should step forward and give players more than 
they have in the past.

“The NCAA has to get out of the old school 
attitude,” Vitale said. “I think the players today 
deserve more than room, board and books. I 
think we’re living in the modern era, most of the 
kids who dominate the game come from the in
ner city or rural areas. They deserve room, board, 
books, tuition and a minimum of $150 a month 
spending money. We want to eliminate cheating. 
We want to eliminate the boosters grabbing the 
kid. I’ve had kids tell me they come from places 
where families can’t put three meals on the table. 
We should give the kids some money.”

Please see Vitale on Page 10.

Maggert represents 
A&M around globe

By Jamie Burch 
Staff writer

F
or a high school golfer 
with aspirations of one 
day joining the PGA Tour, 
deciding on a college, at which 

to hone his skills is the biggest 
decision of his young life. For 10 
year PGA Tour Veteran Jeff Mag
gert, it was no less important.

Maggert chose to attend Ok
lahoma State University. But af
ter three years as a member of 
the Cowboy golf team, Maggert 
transferred to Texas A&M.

Maggert, who attended the 
Iowa State versus A&M game on 
Saturday, said he regrets not 
choosing Aggieland from day one.

“Hindsight is 20/20,” Mag
gert said. “But when your 16,17 
years old trying to decide what 
you’re going to do with your life 
and where to go to school ... I 
just kick myself everyday that I 
did not choose A&M when I was 
at that age. Fortunately I did get 
to come to school here.”

Maggert took full advantage 
of the transfer and his short 
tenure at A&M. Maggert was an 
All-SWC player in ’85-86, as well 
as an All-American for Coach 
Bob Ellis. He won the 1986 Mor
ris Williams Intercollegiate, set
ting the existing school record 
with a 13-under-par total of203, 
including a school record of 65. 
Maggert also led the Aggies to a 
23rd place finish in the 1986 
NCAA Championships.

“Coach Ellis put out a wel
come hand for me,” Maggert 
said. “All the Aggies I have met 
through my travels have just 
been super. It’s fun to be includ
ed as part of the Aggie family 
everywhere you go, even though 
I didn’t go to school here for all 
four years. Even over in Spain, 
there was a few Aggies there 
cheering us on.”

Maggert was selected as a 
member of the 1997 U.S. Ryder

Cup Team, his second selection. 
Although the U.S. Team as a 
whole did not fare well against 
the Europeans at Valderrama 
Golf Club in Spain, Maggert fin
ished with a 2-1 record. His sin
gles victory on the final day of 
competition helped spark the 
American’s spirited rally. Mag- 
gert’s other victory was a dou
bles win with partner Scott 
Hoch against Europe’s Nick Fal
do and Lee Westwood.

Maggert said the American’s 
loss two years earlier was more 
disheartening.

“It was much tougher at 
Oakhill in ’95,” Maggert said. 
“We kinda gave it away there 
playing in the U.S. Everyone 
was pretty upset. Over there 
(Spain), I think the way we 
played on Sunday took a lot of 
the bad taste out of the week.

“I know everyone was pretty 
down going into Sunday. But I 
think we left with an upbeat feel
ing about the way we played.”

After a second straight Ryder 
Cup loss, many Americans have 
criticized the American Team 
selections. Maggert said due to 
the level of competition in both 
countries, an automatic Ameri
can victory is unlikely.

“They (the Europeans) have 
a good team year in and year 
out,” Maggert said. “Everyone 
expects the U.S. to win like they 
use to 20 or 30 years ago. That’s 
not going to happen. There’s 
gonna be victories on both 
sides. But that’s what makes it 
fun. The competitions close 
every year.”

Regardless of the outcome, 
Maggert said the Ryder Cup ex
perience is breathtaking.

“It’s hard to explain to any
one who plays at my level what 
that week is like. It’s just more 
unique than any other tourna
ment I have played in.”

Please see Maggert on Page 10.
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2nd General

Where: MSC 226

When: Oct. 15 @ 7:00
.

Speakers:
Coach Corbelli and Volleyball Players

M
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Questions, comments, suggestions? email us at 
student@twelfthman.tamu.edu. Visit us at our webpage 

IS 6:30 [ www-12thman.tamu.edu/student/index.html

At the top 25 U.S.
law schools,

3 out of 4 students 
who prepped for the 
LSAT chose Kaplan.

Call today and find out why 
3 million students have 
chosen Kaplan to help 

them score higher

Classes forming 
now for the

Dec. & Feb. 
LSAT

expert teachers superior materials smart technology proven results

KAPLAN
1 -800-KAP-TEST

www.kaplan.com
*LSAT is a registered trademark of the Law School Admission Council.

DELTA DELTA DELTA
PRESENTS

1ST ANNUAL

3-on-3 Basketball Tournament
BENEFITING

Children’s Cancer Charities

when: Oct. 18th, 1997 
where: Rec Center 

time: check-in at 9:30am 
games begin at 10:OOam

Sign-up at the Rec Center 
Tuesday - 10/14 • 4:00 - 8:00pm 

Wednesday - 10/15 • 4:00 - 8:OOpm

Please call 694-8193 for more details!
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High Quality 
Dependable 
Brakes
All At A Great
Meineke
Price!

eineke
Discount Mufflers

• 90 Days Same 
As Cash

• No Annual Fee

ATM Cards Accepted
www.meineke.com 

Open Mon - Sat 8 am to 6 pm

Bryan
408 S. Texas Ave.

775-0188
(Corner of 30th St.)

Free Undercar 
i Inspection &> 

Estimate

Exhaust • Brakes • Shocks 
Struts • C.V. Joints 

Trailer Hitches

All Parts
Installed • Excludes Labor

Discount applies to regular retail pricing.
One Coupon Per Vehicle

Expires 1-31-98 at Meineke Bryan location. Not valid with any other 
offer or warranty work. Must present coupon at time of estimate. .

Credit terms made available by Credit First National Association. No payment for 90 days on qualifying pur
chase No interest due on qualifying purchase of $150.00 or more if paid in full within 90 days. Interest at a 
fixed rate (21.84°b APR or 19.8% APR) will be imposed from the date of purchase if not paid in full within 90 
days. Minimum finance cha’rge $ 50.

©MDMSI 1997

Let us introduce you 
to the world. .

ALLTEL Corporation is a Fortune 
500 company specializing in 
Telecommunications and
Information Services. ALLTEL 
employs approximately 16,000 
individuals and provides services 
throughout the United States and 
in 45 countries worldwide.

We offer career growth and oppor
tunity in a progressive environ

ment. Our benefits package is 
supplemented by competitive 
salaries and excellent working 
conditions. As well, we provide an 
excellent training program.

An ALLTEL representative will be 
on the Texas A&M campus on 
November 4th for an information 
session and November 5th - 6th 
for interviews for the position of

Programmer Trainee. If you are a 
senior or graduate student in 
Computer Science, General 
Business, Mathematics, Liberal 
Arts or a related field of study, and 
have a GPA 3.0+, please go to 
your Career Services office for 
additional information, deadlines, 
and interview sign-up. We look for
ward to speaking with you about 
your future with ALLTEL!

ROFITABLE NUMBER! The Battalion Classified Advertising

PROGRAMMER
TRAINEE

-^ILIXEL
11025 Anderson Drive, Suite 325 • Little Rock, AR 72212 

Job Line: (501)220-4104 • Fax: (501) 220-7606 
[Internet] http://www.alltel.com 

[E-mail] Jobs@alltel.com
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