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Senator Nixon ordered to 
begin 180-day sentence

AUSTIN (AP) — State. Sen. Drew 
Nixon was ordered to the Travis 
County Jail on Oct. 17 to begin serv
ing a 180-day sentence. But the law
maker says he won’t resign his seat in 
the Legislature.

After being formally sentenced to
day for his guilty plea on weapons 
and prostitution charges, Nixon said 
he intends to remain in office until 
his current term expires in 2000.

“I broke the law. I pled guilty. I will 
now serve the time imposed by a jury 
of my peers,” Nixon said.

“I also intend to serve out my term 
as aTexas state senator. I weighed my 
obligations in this case as I did with 
all the other choices I made as part of 
this ordeal. My decision is final.”

Nixon, R-Carthage, pleaded 
guilty to the misdemeanor charges 
last month. He was arrested in 
February during an Austin Police 
Department sting targeting men 
soliciting prostitutes.

Nixon was arrested after soliciting 
an undercover police officer. A pistol 
was found in the car, although Nixon 
had no license to carry the firearm.

Nixon’s lawyer, Herman Gotcher, 
said he would ask the judge to allow 
Nixon to serve his six-month sen
tence in a county jail closer to his 
home in Carthage. He also said they 
likely would ask that the senator be 
placed in a work-release program.

Neither the misdemeanor convic
tions nor jail time automatically 
forces Nixon from office.

According to legislative librarians, 
no reference can be found to anoth
er lawmaker serving in jail while also 
in office. Several have been charged 
during their terms, but most resigned 
or did not return to office before be
ing sentenced.

In a statement made after his for
mal sentencing by County Court at 
Law Judge David Puryear, Nixon said 
he wouldn’t seek re-election.

“As of today, I do not intend to 
run for re-election,” the lawmaker 
said. “The worst part of this pain is 
behind me. I look forward to my 
life with the resolve of one who 
knows he has erred and is grateful 
that family and friends are forgiv
ing and loving.”

Nixon’s decision to remain in of
fice sparked a political controversy.

A Texas Democratic Party adver
tisement urging Gov. George W. Bush 
and East Texas voters to demand 
Nixon’s resignation began running 
today in the senator’s district.

“Nixon should do what is right 
and resign before his jail term be
gins,” said Bill White, head of the 
Texas Democratic Party.

The ad features a picture of Nixon 
with fellow Republican Bush. An an
nouncer says Bush urged voters in 
East Texas to re-elect Nixon because 
the senator has held young people 
accountable for their actions.

Woman pleads guilty to using 
Internet to hire husband's hit man

fhurs

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A 
woman who used the Internet to 
hire a hit man to kill her ex-hus- 
band has been given 10 years’ pro
bation after pleading guilty to so
licitation of capital murder.

State District Judge Sid Harle 
sentenced Andrea Lynn Vickery, 
34, on Tuesday to 10 years’ de
ferred adjudication, fined her 
$10,000 and ordered her to per
form 1,000 hours of community 
service.

The judge also ordered that 
Vickery’s parental visits to her chil
dren be supervised.

Michael Vickery, her ex-hus- 
band, said they were married in 
March 1989. They divorced in 
1995, he said, because she was 
spending up to 16 hours a day on
line on the computer.

She initially received custody of 
their daughter after the divorce, 
but lost custody to her husband in 
August 1996.

Two months later, according to

court records, Vickery went online 
looking for someone to kill her ex- 
husband so she could regain cus
tody of their 6-year-old daughter.

Robert E. Lee Smith Jr., 44, a 
military retiree attending the 
University of Texas at Austin, told 
authorities he was intrigued by a 
conversation he “overheard” be
tween Vickery in a chat room on 
the Internet.

Vickery said she was looking for 
someone to kill her ex-husband, 
Smith said.

“At first I thought the message 
was humorous,” he said.

After chatting with Vickery him
self and exchanging several com
puter messages, they arranged to 
meet in November of last year at a 
San Antonio motel, he said. At the 
time, Vickery was eight months 
pregnant, he said.

She offered him $4,000, of 
which $1,000 was to be paid before 
the murder and the rest after the 
job was done, he said.

The woman gave him a picture 
of her ex-husband and a diagram 
of the layout of his home in Sugar 
Land, a Houston suburb, Smith 
said. The woman also gave him a 
credit card with her access code so 
he could draw the $1,000 down 
payment, he said.

He thought the whole thing was 
a joke until she gave him the cred
it card, Smith said.

On his way back to Austin, 
Smith said, he stopped in San Mar
cos to see if the card and access 
code worked. He withdrew $200 
from the credit card account.

Later, he withdrew an addition
al $800 cash advance on the card to 
make a payment on his own cred
it card, Smith told police.

Smith said his wife found the 
credit card and the envelope Vick
ery gave him along with the dia
gram. When his wife accused him 
of having an extramarital affair, 
Smith said, he told her of the mur- 
der-for-hire plot.
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The Ph.D. Job
Search

Transforming 
your CV into 
a resume

Job Search 
Basics

Preparing for
corporate
interviews

• Research 
skills for the 
job search

Monday, October 6th 
5:30-7:30 pm 

Rm 111 Koldus
For more information, or to RSVP, please e-mail 

gradadv@cctr.tamu.edu

Presented by TAMU Career Center

Now You Can Drive 
To Europe In Less 
Than 10 Minutes

Welcome To
The Vintage House Trattoria 

at Messina Hof.
You’re sitting in a small, family-owned eatery on a 

small family-owned Estate. A soft; breeze 
gendy caresses the sea of grapevines... 

swaying in natural harmony.

Authentic European food so 
good you’ll want to go home 

and paint your ceiling.
The pastel sunlight streams in through tall, 
stained-glass windows. The green clear lake 

mirrors the perfect sky The large white cranes 
seem to shimmer in the reflected light.

Fresh. Gourmet. Handmade. 
Homemade. Casual.

You sip a superb glass of wine, made close by. 
Your spirits soar. Your taste buds rejoice. 
You’ve found palate nirvana and you can 

drive here in less than ten minutes.

Open for lunch 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
Wednesdays - Saturdays, 

Sunday Lunch: Noon to 2:30, 
no reservations required 
Dinner: Thursday Friday 

and Saturday evenings by reservation.
This is how it should be. This is how it is. 

The Vintage House Trattoria at Messina Hof.

(409) 778-9463

pwWHAT INSPIRED THE MOUNTAIN MEN?
George Washington:
“Whereas it is the duty of all nations 
to acknowledge the providence of 
almighty God, to obey His will, to be 
grateful for His benefits, and humbly 
to implore His protection and favor.”

Abraham Lincoln:
“Intelligence, Patriotism, Christianity, 
and a firm reliance on Him who has 
never yet forsaken this favored land 
are still competent to adjust in the 
best way all our present difficulty. 
...As was said three thousand years 
ago, so still it must be said, ‘the 
judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether’”

Thomas Jefferson:
“God who gave us life gave us liberty. 
Can the liberties of a nation be secure 
when we have removed a conviction 
that these liberties are the gift of God? 
Indeed I tremble for my country when I 
reflect that God is just, that His justice 
cannot sleep forever.”
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Teddy Roosevelt:
“There are those who believe that a 
new modernity demands a new 
morality. What they fail to consider is 
the harsh reality that there is no such 
thing as a new morality. There is only 
one morality. All else is immorality. 
There is only true Christian ethics over 
against which stands the whole of 
paganism. If we are to fulfill our great 
destiny as people, then we must return 
to the old morality, the sole morality.”

FACULTY FRIENDS
We are inspired by Jesus Christ who said: “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” We are a group of professors, instructors, lecturers, and administrators united by their 
common experience that Jesus Christ provides intellectually and spiritually satisfying answers to life’s most important questions. We 
are available to students, faculty, and staff who might like to discuss such questions with us. If you would like to be a part of the 
FACULTY FRIENDS ad, please contact Murphy Smith 5-3108, Steve Crouse 5-3997, or Lee Lowery 5-4395.
Natalie L. Allen
Accounting

Dallas N. Little
Civil Engineering

Roy Hartman
Engineering Technology

Terry Blanchard
Large Animal Med/Surgery

Roger Fay
Oceanography/GERG

Bill Cready
Accounting

Lee Lowery, Jr.
Civil Engineering

Hank Wigley
Engineering Technology

Robert Field
Large Vet. Animal Clinic

Stephen L. Hand
Opthalmology/Optometry
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Austin Daily
Accounting

James S. Noel
Civil Engineering

Craig Kallendorf
English & Mod. Languages

O. E. (Ed) Elmore
Management

Joyce Davis
Pathology & Lab Med-Emeritus

Patsy Deere
Accounting

Paul Roschke
Civil Engineering

Terry Larsen
Environmental Design

Frederick Larson
Management

Judith M. Collins
Psychology

Kelli Shomaker
Accounting

Hayes E. Ross Jr.
Civil Engineering

Russell K. Biles
Family & Community Medicine

George Rice, Jr.
Management

John A. McIntyre
Physics

L. Murphy Smith
Accounting

Donald Saylak
Civil Engineering

George Mcllhaney
Family & Community Medicine

Ben Welch
Management

Marian Scully
Physics

Elizabeth TeBeaux
Accounting

Ralph Wurbs
Civil Engineering

Lamar McNew
Family & Community Medicine

Richard T. Hise
Marketing

Patricia Griffin
Political Science

Sally Dee Wade
Accounting

Dan Colunga
Computer Science

David Segrest
Family & Community Medicine

Stephen McDaniel
Marketing

Mort Kothmann
Rangeland Ecology & Mgmt.

Casper Wiggins
Accounting

Walter Daugherity
Computer Science

James Kolari
Finance

Robert Gustafson
Mathematics

Gary W. Maler
Real Estate Center

Walter Haisler
Aerospace Engineering

Mac Lively
Computer Science

Lawrence Wolken
Finance

Yvette Hester
Mathematics

Louis Hodges
Recreation & Parks

John Whitcomb
Aerospace Engineering

Dick Volz
Computer Science

Walter F. Juliff
FSIS Project Management

Jeff Morgan
Mathematics

Carson E. Watt
Recreation & Parks

Oral Capps, Jr.
Agricultural Economics

James W. Craig Jr.
Construction Science

Terry Spencer
Geophysics

Richard M. Alexander
Mechanical Engineering

Maurice Dennis
Safety Education

H. L. Goodwin
Agricultural Economics

Richard K. Anderson
Economics

Danny Ballard
Health and Kinesiology

Walter L. Bradley
Mechanical Engineering

Michael Greenwald
Speech Comm & Theatre Arts

Don R. Herring
Agricultural Education

James M. Griffin
Economics

Kirstin Brekken
Health and Kinesiology

L. Roy Cornwell
Mechanical Engineering

Martin Medhurst
Speech Comm & Theatre Arts

Alvin Larke Jr.
Agricultural Education

Tim Gronberg
Economics

Camille Bunting
Health and Kinesiology

Robert DeOtte
Mechanical Engineering

Rick Rigsby
Speech Comm & Theatre Arts

L. Wayne Greene
Animal Science

Steven Wiggins
Economics

Brian Colwell
Health and Kinesiology

Louis Everett
Mechanical Engineering

Roger Schultz
Speech Comm & Theatre Arts

Dan Hale
Animal Science

Maynard Bratlien
Educational Administration

Stephen Crouse
Health and Kinesiology

Ramon Goforth
Mechanical Engineering

Henrik Schmiediche
Statistics

Paul Harms
Animal Science

David A. Eriandson
Educational Administration

Michael D. Delp
Health and Kinesiology

Richard Griffin
Mechanical Engineering

Ron Green
Veterinary Medicine

Douglas Householder
Animal Science

Jack Campbell
Educational Curriculum (Retired)

Carl Gabbard
Health and Kinesiology

Warren Heffington
Mechanical Engineering

Loren Skow
Veterinary Medicine

Jimmy T. Keeton
Animal Science

Robert K. James
Educational Curriculum

Emma Gibbons
Health and Kinesiology

Harry Hogan
Mechanical Engineering

Michael Willard
Veterinary Medicine

Theodore S. Maffitt
Architecture

Delmar Janke
Educational Curriculum

Nikki L. Jackson
Health and Kinesiology

C. L. Hough
Mechanical Engineering

John W. Huff
Veterinary Microbiology

David Kent
Athletic Department

Patricia Larke
Educational Curriculum

Vicki Markowsky
Health arid Kinesiology

Ken D. Kihm
Mechanical Engineering

Travis Small
Veterinary Pathobiology

George W. Bates
Biochemistry

Will Worley
Electrical Engineering -Emeritus

Leonard Ponder
Health and Kinesiology

Gerald Morrison
Mechanical Engineering

Kenneth Pierce
Veterinary Pathology

James R. Wild
Biochemistry & Genetics

James Blake
Electrical Engineering

Rose Schmitz
Health and Kinesiology

Dennis O'Neal
Mechanical Engineering

James E. Womack
Veterinary Pathology

Joel McGee
Center for Academic Enhancement

Andrew K. Chan
Electrical Engineering

Wayne Wylie
Health and Kinesiology

Ozden Ochoa
Mechanical Engineering

James G. Anderson
Veterinary Physiology

Liz Miller
Center Teaching Excellence

Robert Nevels
Electrical Engineering

Barry Nelson
Health Science Center

David Rhode
Mechanical Engineering

Larry D. Claborn
Veterinary Physiology

Nancy Simpson
Center Teaching Excellence

Philip Noe
Electrical Engineering

Don Rice
Industrial Distribution

Dan Turner
Mechanical Engineering

Jim Jensen
Veterinary Physiology

Richard Davison
Chemical Engineering

John H. Painter
Electrical Engineering

Bryan Deuermeyer
Industrial Engineering

Wayne Sampson
Medical Anatomy

J.D. McCrady
Veterinary Physiology

Jack Lunsford
Chemistry

A. D. Patton
Electrical Engineering

Richard Feldman
Industrial Engineering

David Thompson
Medical Pharmacology

Harry Coyle
Civil Engineering

B. Don Russell
Electrical Engineering

Don Phillips
Industrial Engineering

Michael Davis
Medical Physiology
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Charles Hix, Jr.
Civil Engineering

Karan Watson
Electrical Engineering

Donald A. Sweeney
Landscape Architecture

Steven Obefhelman
Modern & Classical Languages

NOTE: This ad presents the personal convictions of the individuals listed herein; the ad does not represent or support any view or position of Texas A&M 
any academic department. The ad does represent and acknowledge the diversity of academic contributions to Texas A&M University by men and women of 
ethnic group, and cultural background who share the Christian faith.
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