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By Rhonda Reinhart 
Staff writer

very day aspiring musicians come 
to cities like Nashville and Los An
geles, hoping to find their names in 

lights and and their faces on album cov
ers. They have stars in their eyes and dol
lar signs on their minds.

But for one local musician, big city 
ireams of fame and fortune are over
shadowed by the desire to enhance the 
music scene in Bryan-College Station.

Mike McAllister, a 26-year-old College 
Station native, began playing music at 
he age of 13. He continued his musical 
studies at the University of North Texas 

he calls “music military.”
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“It’s a lot of fun, but it’s strict,” he said. 
When they say jump, you say how high. It’s 
pretty tough, but it’s definitely worth it. If you 
:an do this, you can do anything. You come 
rut feeling you understand music and all the 

e Against different styles. You see the unity between all 
>r. Drew

music and how they all relate.”
After graduation, McAllister returned 

to College Station where he is pursuing 
his solo career. He also plays in two local 
bands, Veil of Veronica and Snook Cats, 
gives guitar lessons at Holze Music Com
pany, and plays classical guitar at wed
dings, clubs and restaurants

McAllister said there is more freedom 
for musicians in a city like College Station 
than in larger cities.

“In big cities, there are so many other 
people just like you that you are not con
tributing anything,” he said. “You’re just 
trying to climb a ladder. Here, you can 
make a difference. Not too many people 
are climbing over each other to-get to the 
top. There is a small family of very close- 
knit musicians here. It’s a comfort.”

McAllister said getting on a record la
bel and becoming rich and famous are 
not part of his goals as a musician.

Matt Elsik, McAllister’s drummer, said 
there is an underground music scene in

his desire to expand B
Bryan-College Station.

“In Austin, there are too many bands and 
not enough fans,” he said. “Here, there

XX In a lesson, when someone 
^ ^ breaks through and makes 

a discovery, that’s the moment I 
live for.”

Mike McAllister 
Local musician and music teacher

aren’t enough bands but a lot of people who 
want to hear music.”

McAllister said his favorite places to 
play are coffeehouses because they allow 
more freedom for improvisation and ex
perimentation.

He incorporates a variety of musical 
styles into his live shows, playing every

thing from bluegrass to 17th century op
eras to Pink Floyd covers.

“That’s the exciting part,” he said. “You 
never know what is going to happen next.”

Elsik said the mood of the crowd de
termines what the live shows will be like.

“It’s a give and take relationship with 
the audience,” he said. “Everything is fu
sion. Mixing our energies is soothing and 
invigorating at the same time.”

Even though McAllister said his musi
cal style does not fit into any one catego
ry, he said the folk movement in music 
influenced him greatly.

“Folk is very real,” he said. “It’s not just 
the music, but the attitude. These were 
people nobody ever knew because they 
played on their front porches all their 
lives. They were never trying to sell their 
music. They were just playing songs.”

McAllister’s music has a message. His 
songs are critical of greed and power and 
in favor of having faith and going with the 
flow of life. He said people can relate to

CS scene
the common situations in his lyrics.

“To me, music is love,” he said. “It’s 
about making connections and turning 
people on to something new. People 
might actually learn something from my 
songs.”

McAllister plays a variety of instru
ments, including all styles of guitar, pi
ano, and various reed and percussion in
struments. He said he tries to learn a new 
instrument every few years, and through 
his guitar lessons, he passes that knowl
edge on to others.

“Teaching is in my blood,” he said. “I 
come from a long line of teachers. In a 
lesson, when someone breaks through 
and makes a discovery, that’s the mo
ment I live for. Giving lessons is not so 
much teaching, but making someone feel 
good about himself. It’s like a psychology 
session.”

McAllister said music is his life.
“Call me a lifer,” he said. “I love to play. 

The day I die, it better be on stage.”
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TEX-MEX
Home of the Del Mar Shrimp & Crabmeat Enchilada

Happy Hour: Mon. - Fri. 2-7p.m.
991 Ritas • 99c Drafts • $1.25 Domestics 

$1.75 Imports • $3.75 Pitchers

All Day Saturday - Monday
$1.50 Ritas • $1.50 24oz. Chuggers • $3.25 Pitchers

Come Watch the Aggies Beat the Hell outta Colorado!
3 Satellites • 3 Big Screen TVs • 8 32” TVs

1C |Xl\ • 1Get in the swing
For KAPPA KLASSIC
Saturday, October 4, 1997
Bryan Municipal Golf Course \l
Benefiting Still Creek Girls Ranch -
Sign up in the MSC from 11-2 Mon 9/29 & Tue 9/30
For more information, call Hope @ 696-6430

Behind Soundwaves 
Texas Ave. at Villa Maria

Valid at participating locations on Dine-ln, Drive-Thru and 
|^arry-Out only with coupon. Not good with any other offers.

20 Golden Tenders 
1 Family Size Mashed Potatoes 
1 Family Size Country Gravy 
5 Hot Buttermilk Biscuits
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Mon. - Sun. 11:00 - ? 
2010 S. College, Bryan

(across from the Ptarmigan)
822-0102
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X TAMU

Austin Round Rock Dallas Ft. Worth

^ BRYAN LIQUOR
Beer • Wine • Cigarettes

GRAND OPENING
COME CHECK OUT OUR IN 

HOUSE SPECIALS!

3510-A South College 
. ^^ Bryan, Texas 77801

409.o22.3969 (across from tFie Farm Patch)

December Graduates
Official Texas A&M j‘

Graduation Announcements
On Sale Now 

through October 3, 1997
For All Information and To Place Your Order 

access the Web at:

http://graduation.tamu.edu
All orders must be placed over the Web 

All payments must be received by October 3
MSC Box Office 845-1234
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Today is
Get-Your-Picture 

Made-For-The 
Yearbook Day.

Class of ’98 pictures 
are being made for the

1998 Aggieland
at A R Photography

Texas Avenue

TAMU
Campus

So is tomorrow.
1410 Texas Ave. 

(between Jason’s Deli 
and Academy)

Drop by 
A R Photography 
at its new 
location on 
Texas Avenue, or 
call 693-8 I 83 for 
your appointment

MSC L.T. Jordan Institute 
for International Awareness

Experience a New Culture!
- '

Interested in developing an independent research 
program in a foreign country?

Become a L.T* Jordan Fellow!

Come to one of our Informationals!

vlon. Sept. 29 5:30pm Rudd 50^ 
Wed. Oct B 6:00pm Rudd 501 
Tut Oct. 21 8:30pm MSC 228 

:.Nov.4 10:30am Rudd50‘Tue.

<k
For more information or to inform us of 
your special needs, please call 845-8770

http://graduation.tamu.edu

